For OCC, it’s accreditation time again

By Yim Richard
N stalf writor

Twa years of preparation came Lo
a head this week for Oukland Com-
munity College.
An accreditation tewn fram the
\North Central Association «f Col-
““leges and Secondary School:
four days touring OCC's ¢
-and poring through the re 5
the 25-year-old community collepe.

“We're talking 1o faculty, to hoard
members, to community leaders,”
sald NCA team chair Vernon O.
. Crawley, president of St. Louts (M.}
Community College at Fore: rk.

+ Crawley declined to reveal te
team's assessments  af
* “strengths” and “concerns,” at leas
“until @ written report 1s himded over
«to Chancellor R. Stephen Nickolson.

w  Two colleges will recrunt i the
‘arca next week.

Grand Valley State will host an in-
formal “get acquainted” reception
;-for area high school and community
,~.vollege students Monday, Nav. 8,

. 1.from 7 10 9 p.m., at the Michigan Inn

on J.L. Hudson Dr., Southfield
Hosts will include facully and stu-
dents from Grand Valley

quently p

must fre

theless, OCC Is expeeted to
creditation again, as it did In
1980 far i seven-year period.

ACCREDITATION is a system for
recogmizing institutions for their leve
¢ls of performance and quality.

More than a mark of confidence
fur educators, accreditation is also a
sign to students that courses are
worthwhile and credits transferable,
and to employers that graduates are
qualified.

And in arder for a college to

receve federal aid, it’s legally nec-
ssary for it 10 be accredited by an
v recognized by the U.S, secre-
v of education. '
“In most countries, a central gove
erminent bureau does accreditation,”
smd OCC’s Nicholson. “In the US.
the system is mare decentralized.”

There are three types of aceredi-

Grand Valley,
:Mercy recruiting

at 8200 W, Outer Drive, It will begin
at §:30 aun, with registration and
end at 2:50 p.m. There is a break for
lunch.

To make reservations, call the
Mercy College Admissions Office at
592-6030.

Studeats wilt be able o choose
apecial classes from 15 curriculums
uifered by Merey's faculty, including
i s, apatomy, nursing, pre-

ca-

reer and liberal arts progra 1
well as representatives from adinis-
slons, finanelal aid, placement, hous-

law, psychology, computer science
and child development.

1ations: 1} for an enuire institution.
such as OCC is undergmng: 2) for
particular service, such as OCC re-
cently won for its counseling depart-
ment; and 3) for graduate programs.

NONE OF the accrediting teiutn
can be an OCC graduate or a recent
employee of the college, under NCA
rules,

Al must be from out of state. Of
the eight members who visited this
week, five are men and three are
women; (kree are presidents, four
are top-leve) administrators, and one
is a department head.

‘They hail from two-year colleges
in Watrensville Tawnship, Ohio; Des
Moines; Greeley and Westminster.
Colo.; Des Plaines, 111 Omitha: 2nd
Kansas City, Mo.

NCA covers 19 states, including
most Great Lakes states, and it ju-

risdiction stretches from West Vir
to Arizona. Headquarters is in
RO,

NICHOLS
tion procuss
years.

Rather thun making mechanical
counts of library books and facilities,
accreditation teams today look at an
institution’s goals, study how it 1ar-
gets its service urea, cheek how re-
sources are matched to the tasks,
and evaluate whether its success is
likely to continue.

Crawley said the finat NCA report
nay take weeks 1o write. It will cov-
er 13 areas.

NCA looks for a statement of mis-
sion; programs consistent with the
massion;  degrees and  certificates
awarded, {inancial resaurces; ens

N SAID the accredita-
s evolved over the

hightening descripuons of programs

draperyjboutique
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for prospective students; and the su-
thorities of the chiel executive and
governing board.

THE 3980 NCA report listed Mich-
Igan's shaky finances as a “concern.”

“The staie has undergonc a strong
cconomle recovery,” sald OCCin us
Jengthy self-study books. “In Ouk-
land County alone, four major com-
mercial complexes have been devels
oped, each of which direculy affcets

the college.” 11 cited the tech park in
Aubura Hills, many large corporate
heudquarters in Southfield, the 12
Mile Road corridor and Northwest-
ern Highway.

New OCC programs “of particular
. according to the sef study,
are computer-aided design and man-
ufacturing, nursing curriculum revi-
sion {emphasizing non-hospital care),
and food scrviceshospitality pro-
grams.
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NOTICE:

* No payment until 1988l

*Mahe your Jewelry selections now and mahe Ao
payments until January 1988; on new purchascs.
Appllcations for new budget accaunts welcome.
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TREASURE CHEST STORES

Sixteen convenient locations to serve youl
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Now there's even more to see
and do at Piccadilly. With so

Fine fashions. Exotic foods.
All situated in a European setting.

NOVEMBER 2 - NOVEMBER 13
BOLD - COLORFUL - COMPELLING
Exhibit & Sale
Out-Of-This-World
Furniture & Accessories
You Won't Be Bored

SOMERSET MALL

Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy
Monday, Thursday, Friday 10-9

Sunday 12-5 /‘Otl.u.e{ P-a_y-s 10-6 .
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offices.

1t's here for you at Piccadilly...
Birmingham's intimate collection
of unique shops, restaurants and

Piccadilly puts more into its
shops, so shopping takes less out of
you. Parking is close, convenient
and covered. And if's free at any
National Parking Garage with a $10
purchase at aiy of these Piccadilly
stores: Quarion Market, Humplrey
Yogurl's, Ching Tho Palace,

The Studio or Abh...Cashmere,

much more to come. Join us on
Friday afternoons in November
for the Piccadilly Jazz Concert

Series featuring:

258-5808.

Nov. 6 John Katelenic Trio

Nov. 13 The Jazz Critters

Nov. 20 Truth

Nov. 27 The Bill Heid Trio
Concerts begin at noon and run
through 1:30 p.m. This Friday, try
lunch at Piccadilly's Courtyard of
Cafes. For more information, call

When it comes to finding the
best in food or fashion, fhg
we've got you covered

at Piccadilly.




