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Downtown
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spruce up

To write the Qbserver: 33203
Grand Rirer, Farmington
48024, To call: news line, 477-
$450; sports line, 591-2312; home
delivery, $91-0500; classified
ads, $91.0900; display ads, 591-
2300.

EGALN control over
your life,
John Landis of
Madison Helghts-
based Symbiosis Inc. wili te))
you how,

He's the guest speaker at the
Farmington-Farmingion Hills
Chamber of Cominerce
luncheon at noon Thursday,
Nov. 19, in the Quality Inn of
rmington Hills, 31525 12
Mile, The cost is $10 per
person.

Landis is immediate past
president of the Professional
Speakers Association of
Michigan.

Far reservations, call the
chamber: 4743440,

D1 you know that of the
Farmington Hills Police
Department’s 83 offlcers, one
has a juris doctorate, four have
master's degrees and 47 have
bachelor’s degrees? More than
20 have at least the equivalent
of two years of college. The
average number of years of
higher education for full-time
officers is 3.3 years.

BACK on board.

Farmington City Council has
reappointed Wilmarth Strect
resident Denise Tawyea-Nitz to
the beautificatior commitiee
for a two-year term.

The four-yuar resident
actively served on the
Downtown Develepment
Authority Beautification
Subcommittee during the
formative stages of the DDA
development plan.

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week — A major
capital fund-raising drive will
be launched to provide much-
needed renavation of the
histaric mansion housing the
Farmingten Community
Center.

By Casoy Hans
statl writer

Interested contractors will have
until mid-January to submit bids for
the first phase of the $1.4 milllon
Downtown Development Authority
rejuvenation project, scheduled to
begin next spring In downtown
Farmington. 0

Bids will be let in early December,
giving contractors up to six weeks (o
review the site and submit propos-
als. DDA board member and city
manager Robert Deadman suggest-
cd the DDA board release bid specl-
fications carly to glve contractors
enaugh time to study the area before
snow falls.

“Typieaily, contractors wait untlt
the first of the year to firm up pric-
es," city planner Christopher Wzac-
ny said, explaining the mld-January
deadline. “They don't really start
bidding until Janvary.”

DDA members hope to get a bet-

Editor’s note: In honor of Veter-
ans Day, profiles of veterans
from World War [ and II, Korea
and Vietnam will appear in
Thursday's Observer, with an
overvicw report on the meaning
of Veterans Day. Following is
more detailed information about
Vietnom.

By Casey Hans

staft writer

Amerlcans are in the midst of an
information craze about the Viet-
nam
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state constitution for

nine years.’

— Richard Headlee, author
tax fimitation amendment

revamped

ter response this time than they did
last July, durlng the first round of
bid letting. After recelving only one
bid for $398,000 from a Livonia con-
tractor, the DDA board voted to
postpone the project start until next
spring.

STILL CONSIDERED the most
costly at about $500,000, the first
phase of the project was restruc.
tured last week to add paving and
renovation work on the north slde of
Grand River, and delay work sched-
uted south of State Strect to Alta
Loma, which includes the Downtown
Farmington Center parking lot.

The parking lot will be done in the
project’s second phase, according to
the city planner.

Wark on the parking Jot north of
Grand Rlver, plus installing a slde-
walk network, was expensive enough
that a trade-off had to be made with
another part of the projeet, Wzacny
satd.
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It's ‘the year of
the Vietnam vet’

*This is really the year of the Viet-
nam vet,” sald Oakland County vet-
eran Ed Smith, a F. Hills

Farmington, Michigan

‘We presume these
criminals inadvertently

resident and Vietnam combat veter-
an who is spending this weck in
Washington D.C. for a Veterans Day
rally.
Movles such as “Platoon,” and
“Full Metal Jacket,” plus a weekly,
television series, “Tour of Duty,” hit
the screen thls year.

They bring a special awareness
about the undeclared war that began
for the U.S. In the late 1950s, escalat-

Plaase turn to Page 8

Local governments across Michl-
gan could get $400 mitlion more in
state aid, if an Oakland County Cir-
cult Court declsion survives appeals
from Gov. James Blanchard's ad-
ministration.

“T haven't been this happy about
the effectivencss of our state constl-
tution for nine years," sald an elated
Richard Headlee, Farmington Hills
resident and father of the 1978
Headlee d: ‘The amend-

Players’
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RANDY BORST/staif photographee

Bob Smitham, in his first een-
eon as head of the 130-mem-

bar Far Playars.

itted a crime and
got caught. But how do
you inadvertently
commit a sexual
offense?’
— Reuben Greenberg
police chief
Charleston, S.C.

Reuben Greenberg, police chief in Charles-
ton, S.C., addressed the National Council of
Jewish Women's Greator Detroit Section and

Criminals
Probation, not jail, is common

§2 Paoes
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Bad Gu

By Josnno Maliszowaki
stabl writer

RIMINALS SIMPLY don't
take anyone very scrious-
y.

“We presume these
crimlnals Inadvertently committed
a crime and got caught. But how
do you Inadvertently commit a
sexual offense?” sald Reuben

Greenberg, police chief in Charles-
ton, S.C.

“Forget that. C do In-

Prolessional Branch Tuesday. His topic: YAre
The Bad Guys Winning?”
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That's why crimlnals are laugh-
ing.” Greenberg told more than
150 people at Adat Shalom sy
gogue, Farmington Hills, Tue:
Greenberg's preseatation, “Are
the Bad Guys Winning?" was spon-
sored by the National Council of
Jewlsh Women's Greater Detroit
Section and Professional Branch.
Criminals don't take the police,
public and courts seriously be-
cause they know punishment won't
necessarily be their fate. Criminals
caught by the police and put

tend, plan, to commit crimes.

Please turn 1o Page 8

ment mandated state ald to local
units of government not be reduced
below 41.6 percent.

Oakland County Circuit Judge
James S. Thorburn ruled last week
that the state violated the Headlee
Amendment by classliylng state
spending for state mental health fa-
cllities as ald to local government.

The successful sult was filed by
Oakland County Exceutive Danlel T.
Murphy and the county Board of

president pulls

By Loralne McClish
slaft weiter

Bob Smitham holds the only offlce
for Farmington Players that does
not have a job description.

“The direclors, the lighters, lhs

holelan | &0

people

the board before I took this job.”
sald.

every

every committee head has a job de-
scription. Maybe even the ones who
make the coffee and the ones who
park the cars, but there is no writ-
ten-down job description for the
president,” sald Smitham, in his first
scason as head of (he 130-member
theater troupe,

“I'm the coordinator. I'm the one
who is supposed (o pull it all togethe
er and make it work. If anybody
needs anything for anything, they
come to me.”

Pulling it all together Is a little
more demanding for the president of
the 1987-88 season (han il has been
In seasons past on two counts.

Sccond, Smitham took an on-stage
role in the scason’s opener, Agatha
Christie's “Unexpected Guest.”

“They weren't going to allow me
and my accent to slip by while cast-
ing for an Agatha Christle murder
mystery," Smitham salid with his un-
mistakable Britlsh accent. “I played
l:!p‘t:ctnr Thomas. Quite well, 1
think.”

SMITHAM HAS been involved one
way or another in communlty the
ater since his school days In his na-
tlve England. .

He was introduced lo Farmington
Players when he moved here in 1984
b who were bers of

First, the players are pi Ing
four plays this scason rather than
the usual three, “a decision made by

the group.
“[ used to do this sort of thing of(

Commissioners, “but its primary
beneficlaries will be school dis-
tricts,” according to John M. Do-
nohue, Farmington Hills attorney
who handled the county’s case.
Named as in the suit

Ruling may mean money for locals

day to clarify just which taxpaving
unlts he felt would receive money.
But Oakland County spokeswoinan
Susan Rollins Singer said that issue
was uncertain. “They (state) don't

were the state Department of Men-
tal Health, the Department of Man-
agement and Budget, and directors
of both departments.

DONOHUE WAS unavailable Fri-
. t
and on. Now I'm up to my teeth in
it,” he said.

Because of the four-play season,
auditlons were called for the play-
ors’ next show, “Alone Together,”
before “The Unexpected Guest” had
closed. The overlapping will contin-
ue from “Alone Together” Into cast-
ing for I Am a Camera” and agaln
into “Realily Speaking.”

The pace has demanded a 40-hour
week on nights and weekends in ad.
dition to his 40-hour week as an engl-
neer — “and maybe more than that
on weeks leading up to an opening.”
he sald.

For the most part, he shies from
on-stage roles.

“Lighting is ty forte, I gucss. I'm
a mechanical engineer so we deal
with electrlcal things in passing and
all of our backstage crew has some
technlcal background so there aren't
too many technical problems we
can't solve between us,” he said,

“Never did get that fog machine
golng though (for the Agatha Christle
mystery). Too loud, Too distracting
for the audlence.”

lly have to give it 10 the
county,” she said. “The state has to
decide how to give the money back.”
1t could be given to any varicty of
local taxing authorities, she added.
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| together

A RULE of thumb in theater is
that.it takes seven people backstage
for every one person on stage 1o pro-
duce a play.

“Every onc of us Is lmportant.
Most of us have some specialty. A lot
of us are multitalented and some-
times do double duty. And I have a
good and large roster to call upon
for whatever needs be,” he said.

He clted script reading as a speci-

alty.

“Not everybody can read a play
and make an assessment. These peo-
ple have to visualize how words on a
page are going to be dellvered, get
an immedlate feel for it, know If we
have the space, the money, the
means to produce it. It's an art In
Itself, For me, it's not only dull but T
don't have the staying power for It,”
he sald.

“We have an exceptionally good
play-reading committee. We also
had an exceptionally good advertls-
ing committee last season that
draped the entire barn with banners.
1t not only got us sold-out houses. It
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