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Jaguars find Hawks,

By Dan O'Moara
statt writer

Aaren Yaverski was the conduc-
tar, cngineer and locomotive all
rolled into one Saturday, and a reluc-
1ant Allen Park defense went along
for a butnpy ride.

The big tailback ran through the
Jaguars for 174 yards and three
touchdowns as Fartington Harrison
steamrolled host Allen Park 29-6 In
the tirst round of the Class B slate
playolfs.

“The linc was blocking real well,
and we were just punching tickets
all the way down the field,” Yaver-

.

xpected to reecive a lot more
hitbing ot 1he point of attack, but at
the beginning of the game we were
running right over them.”

After the Hawks stopped Allen
Park on threc downs ta start the
pame, Yaverski got the call on Har-
rison's first play and ripped off a 25
vard run. That scemed to sct the
lone for the afternoon, but the
HHawks had 1o overcome some un-
characleristic mistakes before fin-
ishing oft the Jaguars.

HARRISON, 9-1 overall, will play
Monroe Catholic Central in the re-
gional final at 1:30 p.m. Saturday at
Riverview High School. Allen Park
suffered its only loss in a 9-1 scason.

‘The Hawks had set a schoo) record
for fewesl turnoves with seven in
their previous nine games, but the
flawks committed five Saturday.
The score might have been much
ince two turnovers canceled
almost-certain touchdowns and Har-
rison had two second-ha¥f TDs called
back hecause of penalties.

It could have been, should have
been, if we had exccuted better, but
Allen Park hit hard and played

“‘0"~"h'l‘“"i$°“ coach John Herring:  Aaran Yaverski dodges one tackler and lowers his shoulder in
ton said. preparation for a colliaion with Allen Park's Mike Kilburg (40)

“We were a litle bit nervous may-  during Saturday’s playotf game. Yaverskl rushed for 174 yards

be and had a few jitters. I'd say we

THOMAS ARNETT/atatt photographer

Yaverski unstoppable

had a S5-yard scoring run wiped cut
by a clipping penalty prior to the in-
terception.

But, on {irst down for Allen Park,
Hied got the bal) back, Jaguar quart-
erback John Leverton cocked hitn
arm pass, but the 5-foot-6, 155-pound
Hird darted in, knocked the ball
loose and recovered the fumble at
the Hawk 44-yard linc.

“That was a real key play by
Hird,” Herrington said. “That might
bhave given them momentum {if Al
len Park could have capitalized on
the interception).”

HARRISON then had an 11-play
drive that put the game out of reach.
‘The Ttawks had a 15-yard touchdown
pass from Coleman 1o Chad Burgess
nudlified by an illegal motion penal-
ty, but Harrison moved it in closer
for Yaverski to power over from the
1 with :57 left in the quarter.

The Jaguars tried a trick pass
play in the fourth quarter, but Brian
Socder's crunching bit caused a fum-
ble that led to another 1l-play,
grind-it-out drive and Yaverski's 3.
yard scoring run with 2:14 remaine
ing.

“He was a pretty dominant runaer
today,” said Herrington of Yaverski,
who also scored on a 4-yard run in
the first half. "After we went to the
power-I, we were able to blast it
down the ficld.”

The Hawks turned Chris Cox' fum-
ble recovery into a 7-0 lead at 1:57 in
the second period. Coleman passed
35 yards to Steve Bissell, and a face-
mask penalty — Allen Park was pla-
gued by first-half Infractions — put
the ball on the Jaguar 4 and set up
Yavorski's first TD.

Jeff Skinner then sacked Leverton
for a 7-yard loss and forced an Allen

and three TDs on 36 carrles as Harrison pounded the grean-ciad  Park punt, and the Hawks had 50
Jaguars 23-6.

yards to go for a 15-0 lead. Coleman
dashed the final 5 yards, breaking
his fall with his teft hand and lunging

were a litle off our game. Bul nat
defensively, though.”

No. the’ Hawks were their usual
apgressive and opportunistlc sclves
on defense.

TIARRISON held the Jaguars to 65
yards net rushing and 185 in total of-
fense, and Allen Park's only score
came on an 88-yard klckofi return

by Ed Rankin. The Hawks also
forced five Jaguar turnovers, three
of which led to Harrisen touchdowns.
“QOur defense has been outstanding
all year,” Herrington said. “The de-
fense has only given up two rushing
touchdowns all year, and we thought
we could stap their running game.”
Herrington would have a hard
time convincing Allen Park coach

Ed Bellas the Hawks weren't up to
par on offense, however. Quarter-
back Mitlard Coleman hetped Harrl-
son accumulate 238 yards rushing
with 48 of his own, scored the other
TD on a short run and passed for 114
yards.

“That is one fine football team
that John Herrington has,” Bellas
sald. “Hls defcnsive coordinator shut

down our offense, and John, with his
offense, ran right through us.

“It was just brute force, and the
blocking from that line was just tre-
mendous.”

“I'M SORRY we couldn’t give
Harrlson @ better game, but they
have an excellent football team,” he

The decisive point in the game
came midway in the third quarier
when Harrison noseguard Bob Hird
caused a fumble that led to his
team’s third TD and a 22-6 lead.

Harrison’s first two possessions of
the second half were stopped by a
fumble and an interception, giving
the Jaguars the ball in Hawk territo-
ry each time. Furthermore, Coleman

over with the ball in his right hand,
and then passed to Joe Lichten-
berger for two points,

Rankin ran back the ensuing Kick
to keep it close at halftime, 15-6. But
the Hawks were denied twice when
Dave LaBreeque intercepted Cole-
man in the end zone and Yaverski
had the ball knocked loose at the
goal line.

Catholic Central

Cathollc Central's Lou Yeager {loft) looks to the bench while
celebrating a first-quarter sack of Fordeson quarterback Scott
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By 8rad Emons
stalt writer

Redford Cathelic Central continued Its mastery
over Dearborn Fordson In the state football
playoffs, peunding out a 14-7 victory Saturday
over the host Tractors before an overflow crowd,

It was the third meeting between the two
schools. CC beat the Tractors in 1979 en route to
the state Class A title and again in.1985.

Both teams Jived up to the pre-game hype, each

* displaying hard-hitting defenses with run-oriented

offenscs.

But It wiil be CC (8-1) moving into the finals of
Region IV to meet unbeaten Sterling Helghts, a
37.6 winner in another pre-regional game Satur-
day over Detroit Public School League champion
Chadsey High.

“It was the exactly the same type of game both
of us expected,” sald CC coach Tom Mach. “Both
teams were running up and down the fletd.

“I (hought both teams played well. I'm just hap-
py we won."”

©C CONTROLLED things in the first half, out-
gainlng the Tractors In total yardage, 124-27,

But the Shamrocks coutdn’t be comfortable de-
splte a 7-0 lead at intermission,

CC's 200-pound junior fullback Lee Krueger,
who led the Shamrocks with 76 yards rushing in
20 carries, scored the game's flrst touchdown ona
1-yard run with 11:10 left In the second quarter.
(Pete Elezovle added the extra polnt.)

With 8:20 left In the half, CC's Chris Kovath
intercepted Scott Szalkewskl's pass at the Ford-
s0n 45.

And it appeared the Shamrocks were ready to
Increase thelr lead, marching down to the Trac-
tors' 15, Bul the drive stalled when Fordson's Bl
Latin intercepted Scott Hauncher's pass at the
goal line.

CC, however, stormed right back, moving down
to the Fordson 6, but Elezovic's 23-yard fleld goal
try salled under the crossbar.

Afterward, Mach sccond-guessed himsedf for
kicking instcad of going for the first down on 3
fourth-and-1 play. .

“We talked a lot about it,” he sald, “Normally 1
wouldn’t make that call, but our field goal kicker
has been consistent all year.”

FORDSON COACH Charlie Jestice, to say the
feast, was not al all pleased with his team's first-
half performance. But he felt lucky to be only
down scven at the half.

“Qur kicking hurt us In the first half, giving
them tremendous {leld position,” he said. “We
also had a couple of 15-yard penallies, which
didn't help.”

Fordson appeared to be a different team in the
second hall. The Tractors had the ball 10 of the 12
minutes in the third period.

“The Tractors marched 58 yards In 13 plays on
thelr first possession of the second half, but were
stopped short of a first down on fourth-and-6 at
the CC 21 when Szalkowski's pass eluded the fin-
ger tips of tight end Andy Zotkovich.

But Tractors got the ball back In three plays
and scored with 11 seconds left In the quarter, a
14-yard TD pass from Szalkowski to Ron Rahal.

Sam Salame added the extra point and It was a
brand new ballgame, 7-all.

“It was the lengths of those drives which
surprised me, but not the way they moved the
ball,” sald Mach. “We had misscd a couple of op~
portunities In the first half, but once they started
driving I told our team we had to get the ball back
and drive It oursclves.”

THE WINNING POINTS came as a result of 2
turnover.

CC back-up quarterback Dave Hallway, Insert-
ed Into the game to throw a halfback pass, was

stalls Tractors

interecepted at the Fordson 20,

But on the very next play the Tractors’ Fouad
“Walker" Zaban coughed up the ball on hls own
14, as Erik Knuth, CC’s outstanding nose guard,
made the crucial recovery with 9:10 left in the

game.

And the Shamrocks wasted little time in scoring
as Krueger carrled it four stralght times, capped
by his 1.yard TD plunge with 7:11 left. Elezovic
added the kick to make it 14-7.

Fordson got the ball back two more times, but
the Tractors were stopped by the stubborn CC de-

fense.

Zaban, Fordson's leadlng ground gainer all sca-
son, was held to 35 yards in 23 carries. The Sham-
rocks, in fact, allowed only 132 total yards while
galning 176 themselves.

“We-played only one good quarter and they
played three good ones and one poor onc — CC
deserved to win,” sald Jestice, whose team fin-
jshed with a 9-1 record, “We just didn't block.
They (CC) aligned in some different formatlons
and we couldn't seem to flnd the right man to
block. Thelr No, 98 (Knuth) hurt us a lot, and with
the fumbles, you can't beat anybody playing like
that.

“BUT CC IS AN outstanding team and it will be
Imeresting to see how far they go.”

Knuth, a 6-foot-2, 230-pound scnlor, again was
the catalyst for CC's sterling defense.

“He's a great one . , . he goes both ways and
when we need a great play, he gives It to us,” said
Mach.

Another player who helped key the win was
Hauncher, the Shamrocks’ rangy quarterback.

Although he was intercepted twice and com-
pleted only one pass, the 6-3 junior seems to have
gained confidence during the latter stage of the
50250N.

i*’s over! Harrison girls halt losing streak

T{l(’ monkey is flnally off their collective
acks.

No, that sounds too simple. It doesa't ac-
curately reflect the strain and burden the
Farmington Harrison Hawks girls basket-
hall team has endured.

Better make that the welght of the world,
Instead.

“You got that right,” said Hawks coach
Jim Neve after the Hawks cnded the state's
longest losing streak one game shy of the
century mark Saturday,

“I've never seen 10 girls ery as hard as
they did; they were so happy. It was unbe.
levable, I can't explaln it.”

TIIE 1IAWKS, who were 0-17 this season,

had not won a game in four years and were

emmmmenn  taste it, They came out on the foor and said  Lancll Shoemaker had 15 rebounds and Dar-

“We feel confident.”

winless in thelr last 99 outlngs, put an end to
the drcaded streak with a 34-31 vietory over
Livonia Churchill in the Western Lakes
playofis at Plymouth Salem,

“They lost for so long,”" Neve sald, “but
they took it like professionals when they
won,

“They hugged cach other and shook hands
with the other team, They didn't embarrass
anybody, or make the other team look bad,
by whoaping it up.”

. Neve said each of his players rose earller
Saturday morning to attend a 7:15 a.m. team

basketball

breakfast. It was (o be a time of preparation
for their 10 a.m. game as well, and Neve
sald he could tell his team was cager to
play.

“They played thelr hearts out,” he said.
“They did the whole thing. I just sat there
and called a few timeouts.

“THEY WANTED it so bad they could

3
T

“I'm just so happy for the girls,” he added.
“] can't express to you what was there (emo-
tlonalty) on the sldeline when they won.”

The Hawks led 12-11 at halftime, extend-
cd that to 25-19 after three quarters and
were In front by nine polnts with two min-
utes remaining.

But then Churchill's Dawn Gabriele hit a
three-point shot, “and I sajd, oh, boy, hese it
goes,” Neve sald. “But we got it up court
and just staited the time out.”

Lesley Devine sank three three-polnt field
goats herself and led the Hawks with 11
points, and Karen Najarian scored 10.

cy Pinzl 10,

GABRIELE had seven points and
Gretchen Lloyd 10 caroms for the Chargers,
who had beaten Harrlson 27-25 on Oct. 27,

“There was never a time when one girl
turned against another (during the losing
streak),” Neve sald, “If one was down, some-
one patted her on the back.

I look upon each one of those girls as
though they're mine,” he added. “I say to
thelr parents ‘I know they're your daugh-
ters, but I think of them as my daughters,
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— Dan O'Moara
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