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e

‘Like all real estate,
purchased or renled,
the key Is location,
location, location.’
— Darlyn Syerson
apartment leasing agent
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New lease on life
How to find the right apartment

By Carclyn DeMsrco
stal! writer
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You'll pay for stats — a Bugati or 1 0
square feet in the Binomiields vs. a Yupo and i
studio apartment in Ypsilant.

Recognize thint ali apartments, kike all cars, are
basically the same in function. An apartnent is
basically four walls, 2 floor and a roof. It's the
options that push up the price. The trick is decnd
ing which options are aecessary tu your lifestyle

Selecting an apartment 1s not much ke
buying u cur.

Don't expect that an older apartment complex
is cheaper than a new one, though it's sumetimes
the case,

“Like al) read estate, purchased or rented.” said
Dartyn Syerson, leasing agent for Thornberry In
West Bloomfivld, "the key is Jocation, location.
location.” In western Wayne and Oaklund coun-
ties, at least, travel north and the prices go up
untit you pass out of the Bleomfields.

Highest average rents in the Wayne Oakland
Macomb, Washtenaw areas, avcurding to a spring
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in West Bloomfield. The average West Bloomtield
price is $699 for a one-bedroom, $AZ5 for a two-
bedroom.

Second on the list is Farmington Hlls at $542
for a one-bedroom. Other communities where av.
erage rents for a one-hedroom top $500 are Fary
ington, Southficld, Troy, Bloomiicld Township.
Harper Woods an

On the averag shows, you'll pay
$40-850 more for an Oakland County ene-hedroony
than counterparts in the other three counties,

But select Oakland County as your new home,
and you'll have plenty of new apartments (rom
which to choose. A booming trend in county cone
struction has translated into the apariment mar-
ket. Competition is stiff, said Jackie Hermes, leas-
ing agent for Indian Creek in the southern cnd of
Farmington Hills.

1t’s the most competitive it's been in my
years In the business. You've got to come up
something different
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Before spning & lease. see whu your postential
neighbors are by coming hiuck and driving through
the complex. 1t w's amportant sou. lovk fur
1ypes of cars. children’s piay areas, pets Cheek
out the rush-hou driving time to your work pla

Ask about 1he incidence of crime, but don't tuhe
the leasing agent's word {or it supgusted Juamta
Taylor of the Tuwers ot Southfield. “i tell people
to call the palice department. They'll give a past
record.”

And if you want Lo kiluw how easy the Tikinige
ment s 10 get along with, said Patnicia Waple ot
Merriman Park in Livonia, ash a resident already
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¥ cheeklist like the one sccompanying this
article ana eampare items ke » .
storuge, the eatrds ke apphiances’ and weight
rooms the stihttes included. the carpet cleamny
fees When you leave, and the secaraty.
When you've made the dectsion you'll be eas
pecied to plunk down @ deposit und
application. After approvid of eredit,
peeted 10 SIgA an agreement and pay the first
Month’s retit, & seeunty deposit o1 up 1a 133 fames
the monthly rent, a carpet cleamng fee and sose:
funes i last month's rent

Security deposits cannot be used as the dust
monmtk’s rent and are strictly 1o caver danages
such as burns in earpets, chips ih applisnees, holes
in wall or mixsing brailer pans. They cannot be
used to cover normal eleaning costs. By v, they
must de returned within 30 davs of moving out |
but the tenant must leave a furwarding address.
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Apartment shopping? You may want to
clip this chocklist when comparing potential
new homes,

Monthly rent?

@ What uthitles arc included?

@ 1t heat is not Included, what Is the aver-
age January gas bill?

® How much is the carpet cleaning fee? Is
it refundable?

& How much [s the security deposit?

# Arc stx-month [eases un option?

® Arc there any extra fees?

® What appliances are included?

® If washers and dryers are not, is there a
community laundry room with coin-operated
machlnes?
® Who pays for repairs i the appliances
12

Here’s a checklist for apartment hunters

® Is there a resident manager oF Maintes
nance tan on duty at all wmes or 23-houy
emergency humba to call?

o Is someone avallable to accepr UPS or
U.S. Postal Servive deliveries?

@ 1s there a clavse oxcusing the tenant if
the lease must be broken because of a job
transfer?

® Is there a month-toanonth option atter
the one-year lease is up?

® What is the square footage?

How many bedrooms?

® How many baths?

® How many closets? Size?

® Are window treatments included”

@ Arc there pools, showers, tennis courts,
clubbouse, exerelse rooms?

® What are the rules for use”

1s there a garage or carport”

® How miny parking spaces are allotted

per umit?

@ Is their @ master antenna or s it cable
ready”

# Are telephone jacks already in? How
many?

® What storage is avaitable?

® Can paint or carpeting colors be select-
ot by tenant?

& 1« wallpapering allowed?

® Arc children welcome? Is a separate
funly building provided?

® Are pets welcome? IS there a cost?
Rujes?

® Where is the mall delivered?

® Where are the tocal schools, shopping
centers, churches, service statians, library?
. ® Arc the walks and roads plowed regu-
arl,

& What sceurity arrangements are there?
A puard house? Steel doors? Deadbolt locks?
Peepholes?




