By Iris Sanderson Jones
speciul whiter

1f you want te dream the not-so-impossible dream. go to the
annuat Opryland auditions from noon to 3 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 17,

at the Musie Hall Center, 350 Madison Avenue, Detroit.
ry O u The audition is epen call, which means that appointments are
aut tal

and that everyone who arrives will get an audition. If the
idua gives you hutterflies, listen to Jenny Hoberts Wilcux of Farin-
ington 1ills, who was hired the first time she auditioned for Opry-
fand:

1t you have a desire (o be in show business, do it! [ know teo
n people who wanted it but did something else instead. Start
small, Sing wherever and whenever you can — in the choir, at

sehwol, at church, anywhere.

“Do every audition you can get. Even if you don't get the part,
it's not fallure, it's experience, Different companies are leoking for
different things.

“Qpryland looks for a particular type, young Americans who are
wholesome and versatile, willing to work and able to get along
with other people. Talent helps, experience helps, but they are not
Tooking for experience as much as for people who can werk with
the publie.”

JENNY'S TIPS for the audition:
“Catch their attention. Sparkle. Be yourself. It is not a question
uf being pretty, but the best you can be. Personality.

“Pick songs that aren't done every day, one upbeat and one
baltad. You usually don't have the chance to sing the whole thing.
su piek highlights that showcase your style.

“In dance. it’s ot So touch technigue as whether you can ‘sell’
the dance and have a good time.

Most isnpartant: People get turned down at every audition.
Don't take it personally. | was Jucky and got hired the first time,
but usually you must audition four o five times before you make
[Ny

'Opryluud alent scouts hold auditions in 30 chies across the
country every year. About 8,000 people audition, about 350 are
hired.

aker, director of the Opryland Entertainment Depart.

ment, “\We hire sotme of the best young performers in the

nation.”

N1 of Opryland include Cynthia Rhodes, who appeared in

co-starred with John Travolta in "Staying Alive.”
Setleck in “Runa
v Elizabeth May
‘ats™ and “A Chorus Line” en B

in “The Bear
Direnzo, whoe did
ap opera star Perey Stephens.

audition team seeks performers for @ variety of proguctions
at Oprslund USA, including the musical productions. the General
Jackson Showhoat and extravaganzas in the 1,600-scat Acutff The-

=

re-cast Opryland shows help performers learn produc-
1 Hear America Singing Its Songs,” which spothights
Amvrican poputar songs from Stephen Foster and John Philip Sou-
it to Irsing Bertia and Duke ENinglon; “For Me and My Gal" u
lightheirted revue of American musie frem 1890 to World War 1
§ Countey Muste USAL” featuring the songs that put Nashelle

4 gospel
¢ River

o
Country and Bluegrass Show;”
i At the

* which features contemporary coumry music:
roll revue

jon. cull the Opryland Entectaimnent Depart.
ment at¢6li; BT1-6656

Showboat’s
big wheels
keep turnin’

The General Jackson Shawboat is
a $12-million paddlewheel riverboat
that was introduced by Opryland
USA in 1985 and now runs year-
round in the Cumberland River back
and forth between the Opryland dock
and the city skyline.

The 300-foot-long showboal is
larger than the Delta Queen but
smaller than the Mississippi Queen,
which also was constructed by Jeif-
boat Inc. of Jeffersonville, Ind.

The General Jackson does not car-
ry overnight passengers, but it takes
up to 1,200 people on afternoon and
evenlng crulses, The daytime show is
called “A Dixie Melody,” which spot~
lights ragtime, gospel and ballad
musle famous in (he laic 1800s and
early 1900s when showboats stopped
at America’s river towns.

Tickets for the two-hour afternoon
crulse are $9.95 plus tax for anybody
4 years old or older. The three-hour
night crulse, which includes a ban-
quet dinner, costs $29.95 plus tax
and tip for adults and $24 for chil-
dren 4-1).

For information, contact Opryland
USA Customer Service, 2802 Opry-
land Drive, Nashville, Tenn. 37214 or
call {615) 869-6711.

The General Jackeon Showboat regularly rolla along the river
near Nashville, Tenn.
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Garth Wingfield {lett) of Houston, Jenny Wil-
cox of Farmington Hills, Suzanne Dewey of

ronday, Hovember 9, 1987 Oxk

boal.

Nashville and Brad Fox of Anderson, Ind,, en-

Showboat singer on a roll
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mother.  Verna, was teaching
piano and singing iR the Farm-
ington Musicale when Jenny
her first solo in the fifth grade.
na Roberts sings now with the De-
troit Madrigal Singers of Southfield

Jenny's father., dentist Dr. James
N. Roberts, still sings in the Farme.
ington Community Chorus, as he did
when Junny auditioned for the choir
at Q.E. Dunckel Junior High School
and for the Northern Lights at North
Farmington High

By the time she gt 1o Cadvin Col-
lege in Grand Rapids and then en-
tered Wayne State University as a
masie and theater major, she had al-
ready won top rating in the state
solo competitions, sung in the state
honars choir and toured Furape for
{ive weeks with Musical Youth Inter-
national

THERE WERE several moments
that chunged her life on the way to
singing and dancing down the
Cumberland River in Nashvilte. One
was the day in 1981 when she avdi-
tioned at Marygreve College for a
summer job at Opryland U'SA.

To her amiacetnent. they saig Nes
the first time around

“Thyv hired me s @ singer.”
ny said “T had done somie profes
stonal simging and dancin, the
Cooper's Armas 1n Roche T and st
the theater in Henry Ford Mascun:
and these [ was doing lots of ditfer-
ent parts 0 a show called 1 Hear
Amernica Singing.”’

“1 went back the nest sosuer to
do ‘Country Music 1
chance to s0g on the cast album

That's when anotsier of these hife-
time turning points oceerred

~1 got sick of the busness. of the
comypetition and the pressure Lkoew
that 1 no longer had my sights on
Broadway. I went home in 1483 to
change my focus and aever really
expeeted to come back 1 gol oy
vquity vard and went 1o work ut
Meadowbrook Musiv Theater

WHAT JENNY really wanted to
do. what she still Yikes to do, 1s ang
Christian music. “1 want to use my
skells the way Gud wants me to use
thetn, not just as entertainment but
for a purpose.”

She eventually realized thal she
wasn’t doing that in the Detroit uzew

*#50

tertain aboard the General Jackson Show-

o “u she hvaded back for Nashe
ville to find her way into the Chris-
tan muste scene That turned out to
be Just as competitive and scheming
us any other part of the entertain-
husiness. she sid, so Jenny
rself back at Opryland USA.
w doors opened. For three
she worked in the traiming de-
. teaching Opryland em-
how to work with the public
“My entertainment cxperience
didn’t nurt me there” She met and
rred another singer, Ken Wilcox
Tms vvar she decided that her voice
was not being used to fult advantage.
su she want back on the stage.

“It's only one big show a day in-
steid of the four you do in the theme
und even now new doors arv

Ren and I sing in church
r we're asked. And we have
st started as drama directors at
Hrentwond High School, directing
both drama and musicals.”

Jenny thinks that she now has ex-
actly what she wants. Everything
Fanuly. Music. Performance. Teach-
ing. And time 10 walk through any
doors that happen to open as she is
singing and dancing her way through
hiv
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. beverages) at Giulio & Sons Restaurant in the Dearbomn Hyatt. And
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Grand Opening of our new store.in the.Livo
November 15th. Livenia Mall
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