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Time was when the re-
tarded member of the family
was kepl out of sight or just
not mentioned.

Now. in our “enlightened™
society. the retarded are
acknowledged. The public is
beginning to learn more

_ about the problem. though an
enormous understanding gap .

remains

But too often these people,
whose retardation may not
be severe. are institution-
alized or kept at home where
the lives they lead are unpro-
ductive and frustrating, .

Today a better way is
being found. and scores of
parents in this area hope it
may soon become the norm.

. .

THE IDEA is a commun-
ity living center where a
number of retarded adults
can live together. hold jobs.
and take their place in the
neighborhood,

Such a center exists in the
Observer area. In operation
for a year. its leaders feel
the project. has been most
successful. However, still
uncertain of complete public
acceptance. they don’t want
to make known the wherea-
bouts of the center.

But members of the North-
west Communities Associa-

Way

tion for Retarded children,
representing families in Li-
vonia, Redford Township,
Garden City, Plymouth and
Northville, would like to see
the idea spread.

“The mildly-retarded can
make valuable contributions
to the community,” said
Jerry Silversides, of Livonia,
current president of the or-
ganization and father of two
retarded boys. .

“They can be self-support-
ing and even pay taxes. They
can hold routine’ jobs. use
public transportation, maybe
even drive.

“Their parents aren't going
to live forever, and a place
that can be a perpetual home
for the retarded is badly
needed.”
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SILVERSIDES and two
other officers of the associa-
tion, Treasurer Anita Harl
and Secretary Karen Kowal-
ski. and member Barbara
Moore discussed the long-
range goals in a recent meet-
ing. N
“We'd like to get the pro-
ject off the ground in the
near future,” Silversides
said. *The problem is finding
a building where a group
would be accepted.”

Mrs. Moore said that if a

F

home could be established,
there would be the possibility
of some state funds to hetp
keep it'in operation.

“Then the residents who
work would turn over most of
their salaries to operation of
the home, and we would hope
that parents might leave
grants in their wills to keep
the home a self-perpetuating
organization.”

IN THE HOME now in
operation, there is state aid
through the Aid to the Disa-
bled. and each of 21 retarded
young adults, all employed.
keeps $40 a month out of his
earnings and turns the rest
over to the home.

The plan for such a home
calls for employment of a
caretaker, probably a couple,
who would be in charge.

**But the residents could do
a great deal to help,” said
Silversides. “They can do
cleaning chores, cut grass,
iron, cook.

“They pattern very easily
and. can do very well at
chores that require a rou-
tine.”

Mrs. Moore added that the
mildly retarded tend to be
very docile people and should
fit very well into a commun-
ity.

A TASTE OF FASHION — Models Winnie Eilenfeldt {left) of Dearborn and
Sharon Kozma {right} of West Bloomfield show two of the autfits featured in
the Northville Town Hall program last week. Winnie's outfit was black leather
with fake fur and Sharon’s baby blue leather. Between them stands Peggy Potz-
ger. owner of the Tow-Bari shop that furnished the fashions.

Here’s How To Be Sexy
Wearing A Midi Skirt

Found - in these days of
knee-covering hemlines, a
sexy substitute for the micro-
mini.

It's the slashed hemiine
that sometimes makes a midi
skirt every bit as revealing
as the briefest dress in most
women's wardrobes.

On model after model that
paraded glamorous fashions
of the ‘70s in the Northville
Town Hall program last
week, a longer-length skirt
was unbuttoned or unzipped
or simply left open at the
hemline (o reveal quite a bit
of shapely leg.

AND COMMENTATOR
Jackie Crampton, of local
television fame, commented
that' s the sort of midi to
wear il your husband likes
to see your dimpled knee.”

In fact, Miss Crampton
told the ladies during the ce-
lebrity luncheon that followed
the show in Northville High
School that she had a trierd

——— ey — — -

whose husband had informed
her she had better consider
long skirts.

“Then he went to Paris,”
she added, “and came back
saying the split skirts there
were the sexiest he’d ever
seen and she’d better go right
out to get one.”

Miss Crampton and Peggy
Potzger, owner of the Dear-
born Tow-Bari shop that dis-
played some $10,000 worth of
fashion for the show, an-
swered all manner of ques-
tions about the fashion scene
today.

“ALL LENGTHS are being
shown, from just above the
knee on down.” the commen-
tator said.

“If you feel you don't look
right in a midi skirt, don't
wear it. But wait a few
months. Your eye has to get
used to traveling down."

The styles shown included
a large selection of pant cos-

tumes for both day and eve-
ning.

“Can you wear 2 pant suit
for a luncheon?” Miss
Cramplon was asked.

“You bet your sweet life
you can,” she answered.
“I'm told there's just one
restaurant in Detroit that
objects. So don’t eat there.”

Boots galore, leather and
leather look fashions, and lots
of important- jewelry were
featured in the collection.
There were also well-tailored
wools and synthetics, fur
fabrics and filmy tissue bro-
cades.
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OFFICERS -- North

THE NORTHWEST Asso-
ciation, formed out of a need
for parents of retarded child-
ren to discuss their common
problems and seek solutions,
already had engineered some
major innovations in care of
the retarded.

We had a nursery school
for several vears before
young retarded children were
sent to the Pierson Elemen-
tary School in Livonia,™ Ars.
Moore said.

“IU's been interesting to
watch. because the children
who were in the nursery
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leaders Anita Hart, {left), Jerry

seem o be doing quite well
now." \

Sors a social club for teen
retardees. “It's the only so-
cial contact some of them
have, and it has done won-
ders for certain ones,” Sil-
versides said.

There also is a legislative
committee that is pushing for
passage of a state law to
make special education
classes compulsory in Michi-
gan. and the group is working
with the Livonia Jaycees in a
coming series of classes. to
train teens to baby-sit re-

Cor ities” T
Silversides and Karen Kowalsk

The association also spon-

Children
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tarded children.

THE PROPOSED com-
munity living center is the
main project for this year,
and the officers would tike to
hear from parents of any
retarded over 21 or others
who would be willing to help.

Those interested may call
the Northwest Communities
Association, 522-2050, or
write to Post Office Box 2505.

Those interested in helping
the existing center may
write or send contributions to
Community Living Center.
30301 W. 13 Mile. Farming-
ton.

m. m. memos

College football is most enjoyable on these
fall Saturdays. but it’s a littie rough on my image.

 This has become increasingly clear as we
Journeyed on several weekends to use two sets
of tickets at a nearby Big Ten stadium.

Since we couldn’t all sit together, the man of
our house and I each took a daughter, and that
was where my image started getting in trouble.

Dad, as No. 1 football expert and gridiron wit,
was definitely the preferred companion. But the
girls were quite gracious about sitting with me.

Our first born got me the first Saturday.
“You're not cheering much,” she told me in
amazement from time to time. I was. really, and
anyway she was doing enough for both of us.

The next time my companion was our young-
est. "You just stand up to see.” she complained.
“You don't yell much.”

Miss Eleven, when it was her turn to sit with
me, said she might be able to bear it if I'd either
be funny like Daddy or cheer the way she did. I
fear I failed to measure up in either department.

Maybe my more restrained approach comes
from the years of watching perpetual losers.
Hoping for more understanding, I told the girls the
cheer we used to use:

* "We Want A Touchdown--We Want A Touc}t
down!

“Hold that Line — Hold That Line!

“BLOCK THAT KICK -- BLOCK THATKICK!

TAWWWWWWIRIWWWwwiwwwwwwwwiwww,

--Margaret Miller

HURRY .. . IT'S ST. CLAIR'S
WALL-TO-WALL INVENTORY
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KODEL SHAGS

"IN-STOCK” ONLY . . . FROM
LEADING MANUFACTURERS.

Colors
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MASLAND'S HERCULON
KITCHEN CARPET

Autumn Tweed, Antique Gold Tweed, Nugget
Gold Tweed. Bluegreen Tweed. Lunglow
Tweed, Jade Blie Tweed, Turquoise Tweed,
Mezzo Bridge Tweed. Spice Tweed. Moss
Green Tweed. Regimental Red Tweed, Feon
Green Tweed and Bronze Green Tweed.
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VALUE YD.

advice to enjoy the new look
but do it in an individual
way.

“Every designer collection
I saw in Paris had some
hbove-the-knee, Miss
Crampton said. “So try a
midi ‘skirt and see if you
don’t get used to it very
quickly. But don't throw your
minis away!™

ST. CLAIR

MEMBER DETROIT FLOOR COVERING ASSOCIATION

28040 JOY ROAD, between Inkster and Middlebelt :
GA 7-1400 or KE 8-1210
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