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Reflections
Vets remember fighting times

ETERANS Day is not just a
day off from work for fed-
cral employees.

More importantly, It's a
solemn day to remember,

It's a time to remember the Amer-
Ican men and women who pald the
ultimate price — who gave thelr
llves — In far-off lands in pursuit of
freedom.

And it's a day to salute the survl-

vors of {lghting — those hardy souls
who served their country in battle,
then came home in hopes of regain-
ing the llves of peace they once
knew.

U.S. veterans now total 22 mllliun
Honoring America’s war dead and
war veterans is an annual rite that
goes back to Armistice Day, flrst
celebrated in 1919,

In recognltion of Veterans Day

‘87, which was Wednesday, Nov, i1,
the Observer interviewed four veter-
ans, one each from World War I,
World War 11, the Korean Conflict
and the Victnam War.

Their memorics, In thelr own
words, paint gripping portraits that
even time hasn't faded.

— Bob Sklar
editor

Clnlr Thurston
Farmington Hills

Clair Thurston

World War |

By Chris Rizk
stat wrlter

CLAIR THURSTON remembers
few things about the war, He went
because It was patriotic and he came
back because he was lucky.

Other than that, everything re-
mains fuzzy,

Thurston, who llves at the Farm-
ington Hills Inn, turncd 88 years old
last month, That would have made
him about 16 years old when he en-
Ilslcd In the flrst big war, World War

ms memorles have since faded of
o time during his youth spcn! over-
seas. But he doesn’t I He

he is old and that he doesn’t remem-
ber much.

Facts are hard to clicit and even
harder to verify about Thurston's
stint In the infantry, He says he went
over to England alfter entlsting in
1915, Family members refute that
and say it was probably in 1916,

After England, Thurston was
transferred to France. His memory
plcks up around that time and he re-
members "getting drunk.”

His daughter-in-law, Nancy, gen-
tly scolded him and reminded him
that he once spoke of patriotism as a
prime reason for enllsting. “That's
right,” he sald. “I went because I be-

simply reminds the Interviewer that
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Florence Viergutz

World War |l

By Joanno Mallszowaki
stafl writer

THE UNITED States had been at
war with Germany and Japan for al-
most two years when Florence Vier-
gutz signed up for the U.S. Army
Nurse Corps in 1943,

“{ never want to sce another war.
There's nothing romantlc about lt,
really,”” sald the Farmington Hiis
resident.

“1 can remember one young man,
He was 26, just married. He was
blind and he wanted me to write his
wiic a letter, She didn't know he was
blind. I sat there trying to write that
tetter. But I dldn’'t want him to know

1 was crylng,” Viergutz said.

A reglstered nurse at a general
)\ospllal 100 miles outside London,
Vlcrgutz dldn't have lo be on the
war's front lines to know about dev-
astatlon, The broken and malmed
bodles of American Gls, most of
them fairly young men, was cnough
to convince Viergulz that war is a
terrible thing.

From batties on the many Europe-
an {ronts, the patients arrived, first
by train and later by plane, at lhe
1,000-bed hospltal, known as 216th
General.

“They were so messed up. They
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Fred Esser

Korean Con

By Lorzlne McClish
stall writer

FRED ESSER thinks of the Kores
an Confllct as “The Silent War.,”

“We went In sllently. We came
home silently. I'm not sure if any-
body really knew we were gone,” he

sald,
“My folks knew. All of my letters
back home were on the bright side,

always reassuring. But most of us

there believed that not many people
either knew or cared.”

It wasn't a time of burning your
draft cards, It wasn't fashjocable to
go to Canada to avold the draft,
“Your number was called and you
went," he sald,

flict

On Christmas Eve 1953, Esser
went to Fort Custer for eight weeks
of basle training.

He typed his way to Korea, “I
found out fast that there weren't
many guys in the Army who could
type. They held me up cvery step of
the way for some typing jobs so it
took me almost a year to get to Ko-
rc!i!a" the Farmington Hills resident
sald,

Once there, he learned that in-
stead of typlst, bis designation was
court reporter.

ESSER'S MOST vivid recollcction
of that time was “the stench.”
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Ed Johnson
Vietham War

By Canoy Hans
staif writer

SOMETIMES MUGGY, mosquito-
filled Michigan summer nights re-
mind hlm of Southeast Asla, if just
fos the moment.

But the decorated Army combat
veteran, who was drafted to serve
hls country durlng the Vietnam War,
kas come to terms with his years of
memorles and nightmares,

Johnson, a Farmington Hills
resident, knows he has to deal with
bad memorics. But he also remem.
bers friendshlps and a special kind of
teamwork thal was present In Viet-
nam,

“There lsn't a day that goes by
when I don't say Vietnam 100 times

o day,” he sald. “You never get fully
over Vietnam, but you learn to cope
"

Johnson began hls coping process
in 1981, when personal tragedy
struck. He lost his brother and his
Job in the same week, With the help
of private counscling and the sup.
port of his wife, Johnson sought help
and dealt with his life,

TODAY, HE is a member of the
Oakland County Chapter of the Viet-
nam Veterans of America, And be is
itching to complete a Vietnam docu-
mentary, bulld a memorial to Michi«

gan Vietnam vets and maybe mme—

day write a book,
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Michigan’s first memorisl to POWs and MIAs
from the Vietnam War is at Oakland Hills Me-
morial Gardens chapel/mauscleum in Novi
The bronze and granite memorial lists 84
names. The list includes the name of Thomas
F. Riggs of Farmington. He was lIated as miss-

1)
‘Photoa by RANDY BORST/stat! photographer

ing June 11, 1867, The 20-year-old Army chief
warrant officer was piloting a Huey helicopter.
He was with Statf Sgt. James Nelson of Luding-
ton when thelr chopper was lost in the night in
an efecirical storm,

COAT SALE.

30%-50% OFF

30% off

FOR KIDS

All London Fog. Savo on
overy snowsuil, jacket and
coat. Choosa from many colors
and playful patierns, Akso, save
30% on out entirn stock of
outeswodt for kids. Infanis,’
Toddlers, Boys™ 4-7, Boys’ 820
and Girle' 4-14.° Reg. $37-$89,
25.80-62,30

' *Sala ends Novembes 18, Coat
g Salo, all stoces except Grand River,
Selectiots may vary by store.

30% off & more
FOR MEN

Selected outerwear,
rainwaar, topcoats. We have
a terific selection of your
favorite brand names in deess
and casual styles, Choose from
waools, poplins and more. Rain”
Coats & Top Coats and Men's
Quteswear.” Reg. $60-$250,
45.99.169.99,

N StnowLLY

30%-50% off
FOR WOMEN
Selected brand-nams styles
by londan Fog, J.G. Hook,
Gallery, Evan Picone, more.
Updated long coats, pant todts
and rainwear in wools, poly
and dewn filings, more.
Misses,' Women's and Junior
Coats.” Reg. $59:$259,
24.97-179.99

coMPANY

MILWER &

Use your Voa: Masieefacd, Amecican Express and Dcover Cord, o our corvevient Comp L Chech servie 01 Crowley's




