Traffic study set for ‘golden triangie’

By Cerolyn DeMarco
stolt wiilsy

What has been called the most
studled plcee of real estate in West
Bloomfleld I8 In the spatlight again.

Redico Development, the compa-
ny that holds an option on the “geld-
en triangle” |n Sectlon 34, returned
to the planning commlssion with a
request for rezonlng from single
famlly residential to multiple and
general business to accommodate a
shopping center and offices.

‘The request met 7 from

‘We have enough office buildings,
shopping centers and cars. It doesn’t
have to be developed today. Put a St.
Louis arch there and say this is the
gateway to West Bloomtfield.’

— Kenneth Poye ’
Gateway Plus

residents attending the publie hear-
Ing Oct. 27 concerned over traffic
u'yad overdevelopment of the town.
ship.

And the planning commlsslon
voted 7-0 to table any decision on re-
zoning until Nov. 24 in order to hire
consultants lo study and evaluate the
traffle problem,

“We have cnough office buildings,
shopplng centers and cars,” said
Kenneth Poye, head of he residents
group Gateway Plus. “It doesn’t
have to be developed today, Put a St.
Louis arch there and say this is the
gateway (o West Bloom{ield.”

TIIE PROPERTY consists of 259
acres that Redico has an option to
buy from the Bauervic family, It is
bounded by Orchard Lake, 14 AMile,
Farmington and Maple roads.

And although townshlp planning
director Thomas Bird sald the re-
quest Is consistent with master plan
uses and thal sanitary sewers can
accommodate the increase, traffle
concerns remaln. “Staft s not confi-
dent that traffic gencration can be
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accommodated,” he said.

COMMISSIONER PETER Pekka-
1a requested that Horton return on
Nov. 24 with a review of the mix of
land uses,

Jason fHorton of Redleo presented
a scaled-down version of an carller
plan submitted as part of a new zon-
ing district {Planned Development
District). The PDD, to

a controverslal three-story hotel,
cuts down the number of square feet
for a proposed commercial venture
on the corner of 14 Mile and Orchard
Lake roads, and reduces the sumber
of dwelling units.

But resldents were still unhappy
with the less ambitlous plan, citing
problems of increased traffle on an
already burdened road system and
of the township,

the townshlp board by the planning
commission, was not approved. It
called for a unified plan of develop-
ment for parcels of 100 acres or
more owned by one developer,

“We were advised six months ago
that §t was a dead horse,” Horton
said at an earlier meeting. “Siace
then we have been In pursuit of cone
ventional zoning. We're still here as
one developer with a track record.

Redico’s new proposal eliminates

over

TWO MAJOR areas make up the
parcel and will be considered sepa-
rately. Plans for the 204 acres of the
northwest plece call for extensive
rezoning from single family to mul-
tiple.

The plan calls for maintalning sin-
gle family zoning {average 2.35
dwellings per acre} for 30 acres
atong Maple Road. But another 67
acres of multiple housing of six units
per acre and 108 acres of aine unlts
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per acre are planned for the remaln-
&

er.

The arca contains both woodlands
and wetlands that must be OKed by
separate review boards If they are
modificd by development.

Rezonlng from general bustness is
sought for development of the 54
acres of the southcast portlon of the
property to provide for a 27-acre
shopping center at the Intersection
of 14 Mile and Orchard Lake Road
and 27 acres of office retalt just
north of it.

A proposed senlor citlzen develop-
ment links the northwest and south-

Thursday, November 12, 1987 OLE

cast section alopg what was once
proposed as an extension of
Northwestern Highway.

IN RESPONSE (0 a question {rom
resident George Martin on the bene-
{it of the package to the community,
Horton replied, “Nobody llkes va-
cant land nearby to be developed.
Everyone is concerned, especially
about traffic. The Issue (s not the
benefit. The question is not if devel-
opment comes, but what develop.
ment comes. Piccemeal develop-
ment can be detriraental.

“We are here with the entire 280

acre site. Working with one deve
cr you can contro the site in unity g
Horton said the Bauervic fanfily
awned the property for 20 yu
“They've paid taxes. They h
significant investment,
er has rights, the rights to use the
property. The land won't go away. it
will be developed. It's impartudt
how and who does it." N
Poye said the Oct. 27 meeting wis
nearly @ rerun of a meeting on Jai
28, 1986, the day s organizatioh
was conceived. '
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Northville Watch & Clock
132 W. Dunlap

349-4938

Btack Forest Cuckoos
From 79"

Edwards Caterer &
Carry Out Cuisine
116 E. Dunlap

344-1550

Let Us Do Your
Holiday Cooking
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Judy's Fermaty
107 N. Center
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20% Off Electric
Windowsill & Lovefeast Lights

. The Kitchen Witch
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Gourmet Cookware, Utensils

Village Sweets ‘N’ Treats
124 N, Center
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Advent Calendars
Unigue Toys & Gifts _

Painters Place
140 N. Center
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Original Watercolors
Northviile Christmas Cards
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142 N. Center
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On Sale! Lamps, Lamp
Shades & More.
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156 N. Center
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Christmas Walk Special
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107 N. Center {Lower Level)

Gift Baskets and Palette Pleasers
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149 E. Marn
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Cynihia Holt Cummings
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349-2900
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