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By Tim Richard
statf writer

An Qakland County panel is won-
dering whether to support legislatlon
to double jurors’ pay and allow more
Jury trials,

“Where do we get the money?"
asked commissioner Robert Page,
R.Birmingham, as the county
board’s general government com-
mittee Monday came to no firm con-
cluslons.

Bath legislative bills, If enacted,
would cost hundreds of thousands of
dollars in Oakland County alonc,
plus more in the other B2 counties.
But the question is whether the state
treasury or county government
would pick up the tab.

‘THE BILLS would:

® Double jurors’ pay from $15 a
day plus mlleage to $30 — the first
increase for Jurors since 1968. Sen-
ate Bl 221 I8 in the Judiciary Com-
mittee and unlikely to move untll
next year.

# ‘Allow prosccutors to demand
jury teials in criminal cases. House
l?ill 4534 has been reported out by

Drug projec

Oakland County's Senior Citlzens
Substance Abuse Prevention project
was clted as one of 20 pregrams in
the natlon that are “effective exam-
ples of community projects that
work."

The National Association of State
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors

Lawyers study
alimony, taxes

Lawyers will hold a seminar on al-

gher jury pay, more trials,

the Judlclary Committee and is
headed to the House floor,

OAKLAND'S CIRCUIT Judges fa-
vor doubling jurers’ pay, said Joan
Young, court ac.ninlstrator.

“There is a questlon whether the
Headlee Amendment would apply,”
Young told the pancl. That IQITB

The Senate bill would double jurors’
daily pay to $30. The House bill would
allow prosecutors to demand jury
trials in criminal cases.

to the state
requires state government to pay for
any new services demanded of local
governments.

The committee took no positien on
the bill, instead asking the court to
quiz Jurors for 90 days as to whether
pay is a problem.

“How many is it a hardshlp for?"
asked commissloner Jehn Calandro,
R-Novl. “Most companles pay the
difference between jury pay and sal-
ary.”

But mothers who have (o pay for
chlld care while they serve on juries
might find it a hardship, Calandro
sald.

problem serving on juries. Many
people don't reglster to vote (be-
cause jurors’ names are drawn from
registered voter llsts).

“ipyt yourself in the position of a
person without a car from South
Lyon or Hazel Park. Can they afford
to get transportation and lunch for
$15 (to serve in Pontlae)?

“You don’t want a juror mad or
with a chip on their shoulder. They
might not be impartial,” McPherson
said.

Oakland

Some $817,000 in state money will
help Oakland County fight urban
crime.

The Board of Commissloners last
week approved a contract under
which Prosecutor L. Brooks Palter-
son’s office will be reimbursed
$515,000 by the Michlgan Depart.
ment of Soclal Services,

“IT IS A hardshlp,” sald commis-
sioner Ruel McPherson, D-Hazel

Park,
“Small buslness owners have a

t honored

and the Natlonal Prevention Net-
work presented the award In Wash-
ington to Kay Pochodylo, public
health educator for the county health
divislon.

‘The program alms to prevent

OAKLAND HAS a (wo-day, one-
trial policy. That s, & person called
for fury duty would be cxpected to
show up for two days for cails, and
then be asked to serve no more than
one trial.

Last year more than 10,100 Oak-
land residents were called for jury
duty, 4,300 actually served on juries,
and the remalning 5,000 sat In the

pool,
In a letter, Chlef Circuit Judge
Richard Kuhn told commissicners

that jury costs would rise an expect-
cd $300,000 {f the bill were enacted.

“We feel the increase (in pay) is
not only justified but also long over-
due,” Kuhn said,

PROSECUTORS such as Oak-
land’s L. Brooks Patterson generally
support the House blll whose cffect
would be to permlt them, as well as
defendants, to demand jury trials in
criminal cases.

The general government commit-
tee voted only Lo “receive and flle”
the matter, In effect dropping It.

“Qur concetn,” sald court admin-
‘Istrator Young, “Is that an increase
in the number of jury trials would
increase the copl of (rials. You
should be cognlzant of those costs.”

Such a law might require another
clreult judge — with courtroom,
staff, beneflts and records space

— who pays?

needs, she said. Oakland has 14 clr-
cult judges.

Most non-jury trials last less than
two days, Young said.

Jury trials last an average of 2%
days in non-capital cases and 4%
days In capital (murder) cases.

LAST YEAR Oakland held 230
Jury trials in criminal cases and 149
non-jury trials, court officials sald.

County commiasioners didn't know
in what percentage of the 149 the
prosecutor might ask a jury trial.

Under Michlgan's constitulion, a
defendant in a criminal case has an
automatic right to a jury trial but
may walve lt.

The House bill techalcally would
altow the prosecutor to velo the de-
fendant’s walver. Michigan is among
a minority of stales that doesn't al-
low prosecutors this optlon.

gets crime fight cash

The county will put up $154,000, ot
about one-fourth of the total
$669,000.

The “cooperative relmbursement
program,” as iU's called, will pay 18
people and cover costs of expert wit-
nesses, blood tests for paternity, ex-
tradition expenses, offlee and inves-
tigation materials. .

‘The board also approved a 100
percent state grant of 301,000 from
the Automobile Theft Prevention
Authority to fight auto thefts In
Southfleld, Farmington, Farmington
Hills and Novl.

“That fund was born during a state
Leglslature debate over regulation
of auto Insurance rates. Revenue

comes from a surcharge on auto in-
surance pollcies.

The grant wiil be adminlstered by
Sheriff John Nichols. The budget
calls for addition of one sergeant to
the Sherlff's Department, salarfes,

. professional services, vehicles and

supplies.

medicine and alcohol misuse and re-
duce its adverse elfects among the
clderly.

“We are fortunate to have such an
important local program that has
benefitted our senlor cltizens by In-
forming them of safe drug-taking
methods,” sald county executlve
Daniel T. Murphy.
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Miss Bonwit Dresses,
on our Second Level,
Somerset Mall
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THE GRAND OPENING
CELEBRATION CONTINUES...

The NEW Pierson Interiors
is NOW open
in Bloomfield Hills!

O—

New Relq‘ase
“Season of the Eagle”

Print - $345
Deposit requird - $125

PERSONAL APPEARANCE
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GALLERY
247 E Libeaty
Ann Arbor, M| 48104
(313) 662-4211

Artlat

November 15, 1987
Sunday
1 p.m. -5 p.m,
at

Moot
by Mot Art agaiinn B 134, Focendh, ot o 8
Teainess peARCaon thad P

ariomal
‘ot het vk and the
aporaciasion te vl o het Brists. (1 tesponse to WCTesaing

moguicent Lnoge wil be conmissionsd tn your
W 19 ot aad

arbering taly kom Sepremiar 28 theowgh Novmber 30.
W bevtie yom 1w 4hare 4 (1o mage of the art of B
oplay azd svatable bt

colimtion of hat wech,

Prrowal Commuian wurk, Sopoan of the Loge. A peiat of 1N
aams and
1wl by madadie bor

Dookrse. On
bda 3¢ the show will be & maguidcent

MASTER WEAVERS OF INDIA

November 16 -
! Sponsored by
HAGOPIAN - World of Rugs

November 19
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| STORE HOURS

We've dedicated two floors
to the finest home furnishings
& accessories, by the world’s

foremost manufacturers!
Henredon, Baker, Dixie,
Preview, and so much more!

Come take advantage of
Pierson’s special

GRAND OPENING PRICES
THROUGHOUT THE STORE

Pierson {1 interiors
hene /fl )/Jii/lim/i

4110 Telegraph
Rloomfield Hills

tJust wuth of fong |ake Roudy
(313) 6420070
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our Master Weavers From

India Working on an
Impressive 9 x 12' Loom

SOMERSET — THE MALL
Big Beaver Road at Coolidge, Troy
Monday & Thursday 10-9
Tuesday & Wednesday 10-6
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