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No-frills wheels

Despite the auto Industry’s preoccupation with cars hat talk,
tires that rival the grip of Velcro and stereo systems that sutelass

y hame units, stripped-down cars remain a pepular optioh

with car buyers who can do without all the little extras — espe-

cially the extra bucks, For a look at
automotics, wurn to Page 5D,
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By Brian Lysaght
stalt writer

Harold Dickson wants to be a
rappin’ superstar.

“J've been rappin’ since I'm 16.
Now I'm 18, I really wanna make it
to the top,” he sajd.

He writes his own words, His
songs speak of “strects, glrls and
love," he said.

Dickson spoke a moment after he
had cut his first video. The project
took all of one-half hour. It cost
him $30, which he plunked down
because he wanted a video to show
somebody — talent scouls or
agents In the muslc business.

He went Lo Unique Televison at
Northtand Mall In Southfleld to
make the video,

TV tunes

‘The project began when he
recorded his words on top of a UTV
beat track of bass and drums. With
the audio tape made, he moved to
UTV's video studio, where he
mouthed the words of the audlo
recording while a camera rolled.

TWO STORES IN metro Detrolt
— UTV and Guest Artist Recording
and Video Studios in Farmlngton
Hills — are bringlng mustc video
production to the masses. They
took productlon out of Hollywood
and into the shopping malt and
made It affordable.

Granted, these videos won't
make the one-glaved man Jook bad,
and they aren't Steven Spiclberg
productlons.

But they are relatively easy and

Everyday people turn rock-video stars

i Rott
g dnd Video Stuidlos

relatively cheap. And if It's true
that everybody wants to be a star,
one of these numbers may pravide
the most direct path to stardom.
You don't have to sing well or read
muste, but [t belps If you can keepa
beat.

At cither store, you plck a song,
preferably a familiar one, and are
provided with headphones and a
sheet with words and musie.

Your song selection plays

through the carphones — wmusic
only. After o dry run with a store
employee who directs you from be-
hind the counter or through the ear-
phanes, vou sing the words into a
microphone.

You can stop there — take the
audio and run — or get filmed
while singing.

The stores’ owners say that al-
though some pros come in, most of
their customers are good-humered

amateurs having fun or serious am-
ateurs who will use thelr recording
1o get their foot In that mythical
goar.

"IF THEY CAN count to four, we
can make them sound respectable,”
sald Sheldon Rott, whose wife,
Carol, runs Guest Artist studios.

If they can't carry a tune? No
problem, said Rott, Store employ-
ees can turn up music and echo to
bury the vocal track.

UTV opened two months ago at
Northland Mall. Two partncrs, one
an engincer, the other a business
expert, call the project-an experl-
ment that has gone well so far.
They declined to glve their name
for this story, saying it might jeop-
ardlze thelr daytime corporate
jobs.

The store has 1,200 musical
tracks, including rock, country,
pop, gospel and big band tunes. But
UTV has been deluged by the
rappers jlke Hareld Dickson,

“Jt appears that the women are
into singing stuff, and the guys are
into rap,” sald one of the owners,
who added that Detrolt is one of the
rap capitals of the world,

UTV responded with three rap
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fuel Lavender croons Liones Ritchie's “Say You, Say Me"” at Unique Television at Northland Mall in Southtield, one of several local recording studios that let the average person
record his or her own music video,

tracks whleh vary in rhythm from
fast to medium to slow. Unlike the
singers, the rappers record their
own words 1o the musie track.

Detroit Is also the gospel capital

of the world, and many gospel |
groups and individual singers also |-
record there. Some groups bring |-
thelr own music 1apes and do only |,

the video.

UTV 18 SET UP to have fun |
though, so anyene can come in 10 |-

make a vldeo, said manager Sandra
Campbell.

“It's lke singing In the shower,”
Campbell sald. “Everyone sings in

the shower.”

While tape quality is pretty good |-
at these shopping malt studios, it is|.-
not equal to professional recording |«
or film studlos. NN

A basic video — Beta or VHS — |
Is $30 at UTV. A casscite tape |7

along with the videotape Is an extra,
$3.50.

There are other extras. Rappers
can get syntheslzer riffs added 1o

Plaase turn to Page 4
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Karlos Bamey

“You know what | hate most about this? All my

pants will have to be aitered.”

Finnish hospitality
can knock tourists
down to the carpet

By Iris Sandarson Jones
spacinl wrller

There is something about staying
in Seppa Summanen’s hotel in Plek-
samaki, Finland, that gives me a
mlld hangover.

1t may be lying face down en the
carpet drinking champagne under
the table with flowers, candles and
small Finnish and American flags
around me. (Read on: This s not
quite what It scems.)

Maybe it's the jellied vodka caten
with a spoon or the shot glass of
Koskenkorva, a vodka-like drink sold
only in Finland, Seppa’s rule is that
you must drink one glass of Kosken-
korva with every crayfish,-and-the
crayfish are small,

Whatever it is, I am in exactly the
right place for a cure: the sauna. Not
with Mr, S{Ammnnen, of coursc. The

Finns don’t sauna coed except as a
family.

SEPPA SUMMANEN Is the gener-
al manager of the Hotel Savonsolmu
In Pieksamakl, in the lake district of
Finland, four hours by train northe
cast of Helsinki. You've probably
never heard of Picksamaki unless
you are one of the thousands of Finn-
ish families that emligrated from
Finland to Michigan, or unless you
tap your toes 10 that poputar Finnish
sang “Blues on the Picksamak) Rail-
road Statlon.”

Most Americans touch down brief-
1y in Helsinki on the Baltlc Sea to the
south or In Lapland, land of the mld-

“Hight_sun and the relndecr to the

north, But very few go where the
Flnns and other Eurepeans go, to the
huge network of 1akes in the middle.
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The waiter Joins the dinner guests under the table for a taste of
birthday cake during one of the wacky special programs at the
Hotel Savansolmu In Piecksamaki, Finland.




