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ELPING keep
Michigan beautiful,
The Farmington

Beautification
Committee received a 1987
Keep Mlchigan Beautiful
Distingulshed Service Plaque at
an awards banquet Oct. 151n
Lansing.

The c¢ily was honored for its
19-year-old city beautiflcation
awards program, Among those
representing the clty were
Mayor William Hartsock and
committee chairwoman Carol
Kurth.

Kurth also received an
individual D ished

Thursday, November 19, 1987
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‘A number of the
people stealing the
autos for the chop
shops are addicted (to
crack cocaine).’

— Chief William Dwyer

State planning
forum on [-696
improvements

Farmington, Michigan

3

By Joanno Maliszewsk|
stalf writer

Stealing cars is big business. But
auto theft magnates, particularly
owners of suspected chop shops, will
come under closer scrutiny.

Farmington Hllls and Farmingten
are jolning forces with Southficld,
Novi and the Oakland County Sher-
iff's Department in the {Ight agalnst
car thefts in southwestern Oakland
County.

‘With the help of a $301,000 grant

0 12 miles of roadway
improved, 4A

O3 Future road projects In
works, 4A

Mile Road improvements, a necessi-
ty for planned Haggerty Road im-
provements, city officlals have done
what they can.

‘The city's E,}‘conomlc Development

Service Plaque for 20 years of

service ta the beautiflcation

committee.
hi Isa

as used some of s

By Joanno Maliszowaki
staft writor

Keep
non-profit, educatlonal
organization dedicated to
encouraging and pramoting
projects that educate residents
agalinst littering and for
outdoor beautlfication.

CRIME s down.

Major crimes tn the ity of
Farmington have decrcased
slighly, along with residenttal
break-ins and non-fatal trafflc
accidents, according to
Director of Public Safety Frank
Lauhoff, quoting flgures from
his third quarter repart.

He attributes accldent
decreases to Increased s|
enforcement by public safety
officers. “Narmally, speed is
related to accldents to some
degree,” he said.

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week — Farmington
Hills police have ticketed 43
young people since cracking
down on disorderly and
disruptlve behavior along the
Orchard Lake Road business
stretch of 12 Mlle.
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EARLY DEADLINES

Duo te the holiday, we will be
closed Thurs., Nov, 26, 1987,
To place your classified ad
for our Wed. (Thurs.) adltan,
ploase call before 5:00
Monday, Nov. 23, 1987.

WAYNECO,  561-0800
OAKLAND CO. 644-1070
ROCHESTER  852.3222

State highway olficlals have

scheduled a publle hearing to discuss
roj improvements to I-696.

Meanwhite, Farmington Hills offi-
cials aren't giving up hope that the
county will widen the 12 Mile Road
offlee corridor west of Farmington
Road.

Plans to improve the Haggerty
Road corridor north of 1-696/1-275
also are In the works.

The Michigan Department of
Transportation has scheduled a pub-
lic hearing for 7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
Dec. 9, in the Farmington Hllls Clty
Councll chambers, 31555 11 Mile, to
descrlbe plans to improve I-696,

Widenlng the 12 Mile office corri-
dor isn't on the Oakland County
Road Commisslon’s three-year Im-
provement program. But Farming-
ton Hills clty manager Willlam Cos-
tick sn't giving up hope.

“I'm still optimistle” he said,
holding out hope for state legislative
changes that will Inerease road fund-
ing for Oakland County. "'We nced
rellef at the state level, and I'm optl-
mistlc it will still happen In 1987.
But it's stlll not enough to solve the
county's problems.”

Above and beyond whatever the
state Legislature can do, Oakland
County will need another $15 mil.
1ion-$20 mlliton annually “to attack
the problem of inadequate roads. We
still need something within the coun-
ty in oddltion to the state Legista-
ture," Costlek satd.

WHILE WAITING for the county
to turn its attentlon and money to 12

money for a computerized rights-of-
way plan along 12 Mlile, based on
widening the roadway Into a boule-
vard. Changes in the plan can be
made i boulevard plans are
dropped.

Because the county doesn't have
cnough money to improve 12 Mile,

Please turn to Page 4

Boards
tap new
leaders

By Joanne Matlszewski
and Casey Hans
stall writers

There were no surprises in the
clectlon of officers on the Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills elty coun-
cils this week.

In an expected move, the Farm-
ington Hills Clty Counci] elected cur-
rent Mayor Pro Tem Jody Soronen
mayor and councilman Terry Sever
mayor pro tem Monday. The elec-
tlons were unanimous and made on
single nomlnations,

In Farmington, 12.year veteran
councilman Richard Tupper moved
Into the mayor's seat Monday, as the
council convened for lts first meet-
ing g the clec-

Cities crack down on car

from the Auto Theft Prevention Au-
thorlty, the communities are form-
ing a special auto thelt unlt to con-
duct long-term investigations in
those operations that recelve and
profit from stolen cary, Farmington
Hills Police Chief Willlam Dwyer
sal

Id.

“ft will be a conspiratorial-type
unit. They will investigate chop
shops, collision shops and towing
yards," er sajd. “The unlt will
enhance the county’s efferts In lden-
(Hfying and prosecuting those people

Firefightor Wally Kurzeja watches the old
n

100 Pages

responsible for auto thelts on a con-
spiratorfal basis.”

A side line to the growing car theft
tndustry is the accompanying erack
cocalne business. “A number of the
people stealing the nutos for the
chop shops are addlcted, They're
stealing the vehlicles to sustain thelr
habits,” Dwyer said,

Detrolt leads the state in the num-
ber of stolen cars despite a 15-20
percent decrease in the last two
years. Oakland County is right be-

farmhouse burn during a

Plorse turn lo Page 6

F Hills last weok. Steam can be
seen rising from his fire coat, For a closer

t

hind Detroit. In 1986, Farmington

loak at the tralning burn, the first involving a
house since the deaths of three
western Qak!land County firefighters in Mil-
tord Township, see Page 3A.

ton Gbgerver

Twenty-Five Cents

Wills ranked seventh in the highest
number of auto thefts in Oakland
County. Southficld and Troy cap-
tured the fIrst and second rank.

EACH OF the three communitles
and the sheriff's department will ap-
polnt an officer to serve on the unit.
Farmington Hills officer Tim Swad-
son has been appointed to the unit
No one has been appointed yet from
the Farmington Department of Pub-

Plaase turn {0 Page 6
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Bosses Day -

Members of the U.8, Alr Forco Rosarves spont
a recent Saturday famillarizing their bosses
with the work they do [n support of our na- *
tlional defense. Among the bosses invited to
tho Selfridge Alr National Guard Baso near

By ch sey Hans
stalf writar

More than 70 Farmington-arca
resldents, mostly parents, converged
on Harrlson High School Monday to
brainstorm about the future of high
school education,

Alternatlve, or “magnet” schools,
parent and student cholce in select-
ing schools, and traditional high

RANDY BORST/atatf photographer

Mount

* Pago 10A.

‘were Leo shown

abovo peoring through the window of an alr-
plane. For a closer look at Boases Day, sce

school formats with possible bounda-
ry changes were all discussed during
the first of three “town meetings”
scheduled by the district,

Each meeting is belng run by a
parent pancl and chalred by a school
principal, who are seeking feedback
on boundary and bullding use issues
in light of student growth on the
west stde of the district.

School borders:
discussion theme

‘There's plenty of room
to house our
youngsters. What our
dilemma is, is the so-
called equal
educational
opportunities.’

— Clayton Graham

Hartison principal

ize in certain types of education,
Teaving the other schools to malntain
a traditional format.

OTHER PARENTS sald student
wishes should be in the forefront of
minds ag they

“The only way to resolve this is if
you look at a radical app h of
changing the oricntatlon of the
schools,” said one parent, supporting
the “magnet” school concepl. “You
may satlsfy more people with that
approach.”

A “magnet” school would special-

consider optlons for the high schoals.

Still others wanted to cnsure their
chlldren could attead the same high
schools they now attend and urged

Plense turn to Pagoe 6
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