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Grand champs

Pompon team qualifies for nationals

HE GRAND champion pom-
pon squad from Farmling.
ton High School thought
they would be enjoying fun

in the sun this winter at the flrst
Mid-American Pompon Natlonal In-
vitational.

The 17-member squad had made
plans to go to Orlando, Fla., and
have spent all fall raising money to
carn the several thousand dollars
nceded for the trip, according to
coach Karen Johnson.

Several wecks ago, the group,
which had qualified fer the lnvita-
tional at a summer pompon camp,
were told the Mid-American group
had to cancel its national competls
tion because only cight teams were
planning to attend.

Organizers, who are based in
Farmlngton Hills, told the team they
were relying on many more teams
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attending; they had Invited 2,500.

Apparently, the $5,000 cost, plus
fiabllity concerns by some school
districts, had prompted the low torn-
out,

FARMINGTON BIGH'S squad
placed first each night of their sum-
mer camp, brought home the Grand
Championship trophy, and were
looking forward (o representing
their school at a nationat competl-
tion, they sald, .

Despite the letdown and disap-
pal the glrls are
to practice thelr routines and devel-
op new ones for upcoming events,
Johnson sald.

“They've worked really hard,” she
added, “The girls have done excep-
tlonally well.”

Although not active during the en-
tire schoot {ootball season, the FHS
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TALCON

pompen squad appears at basketball
games, and special cvents such as
Homecoming football games,

in additlon, four members are on
the Pompon All Star team and will
partlclpate in activities at Walt Dis-
ney World In Orlando, the
‘Thanksglving Parade In Detroit and
will perform at a Detrojt Pistons
basketball game In the Pontiac

Silverdome.
ese members include: Holley

maker and Linda Monge.

To be on the F High
squad, each member had to get two
recommendations from [laculty

members. They prepare all of thelr
own routines, which take about 20
hours to perfect, and take turns lead-
Ing the group, Johnson said. This
year's team co-caplalns Include
Wells and Dawn Syriah.
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Front, dolng splits: Cheryl Kipping, junior. Mid-
dle tow: Linda Monge, senior, Helena Contro-
nelo, Junior, Lisa RAuney, sophomore, Paula
Gerard, junior, Linds Deering, junior, Tina
Taube, aenlor, Heathar McNichols, Junior, Lau.
ren Mistor, senior. Back row: Holly Wells, sen-

RANDY BORST/atatt photogras e
jor, Wendy Oller, junior, Stacy Swanders|

senior, Stacey Shoemaker, junior. Not pic: -
tured: Dawn Syrlan, sanior, Allcia Mazza, soph-
omore, Denise Balcerzak, senior, Kelly Kramer,
senior, :
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