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Tuning up

Training exercise in Hills lets
firefighters expand their skills

B8y Casey Hane
slalf wrltor

IREFIGHTERS COULD be
seen through the billowing
black smoke rising {from the
old farmhouse. All were

worklng to douse the fires, which
were intentionally set.

About 20 full- and part-time mem-
bers of the Farmington Hills Fire
Department participated last week
in the first controlled house burn in
this area since a lraining sesslon
took the lives of three western Oak-
land County firefighters Oct. 25.

Criminal charges could result if
negligence is uncavered in connec-
tlon with the Mllford incident. Three
fireflghters died when trapped in a
flashover fire (n the upstalrs of an
old farmhouse in Milford Townshlp.

On Nov. 11, a small, wood-frame
house on 13 Mile, ncar Haggerty,
was burned a8 part of the Farming-
ton Rills Fire Department's regular
trainlng program. It held speclal in-
terest because of the recent deaths
in Miiford Township.

Last week's burn was a medla
event, where Farmington Hills fire
officials stressed the utmost in safe-
ty. Reporters, photographers and
camera crews spent the morning ob-
serving and participating in some
cases.

THE LEAD Instructor, Lt. Thomas
Shurttelf, spent nearly an hour bricf-
ing the crews on their locatlons, the
house floor plan and speclal proce-
dures for the training burn before
the group lelt fire department head-
quarters.

Then it was on to the training slte,
which will soon be part of the Cop-
per Creek residential development
stretehing south to 12 Mile.

Using wood and paper products,
Fire Chief Richard Marinuccl lit the
{lest flre of the day as members of
the news media watched. “We are
conscious of all of the fuel spread,”
Marlnucct told reporters. “Thls is
what normally buras in a house in a
fire — not kerosene or gasoline.”

Milford pollce investigators have
not confirmed or denied news re-

Lt. Thomas Shuritotl of the Farmington Hills
Fire Dapariment instructs participants in last
week's training burn as to what would happen

AT RIGHT: Ladders were
placed at the second-story
windows to provide a sec-
ondary means of escapa in
the event of an emesgency
during last week's fire de-
partment tralnlng burn at an
old farmhouse on 13 Mile,
near Haggerty, In waestern
Farmington Hilis. The morn-
Ing-long burn was the de-
partmant's 30th since 1983,
Such burns are designed to
fet firefighters, especially
trainees, sharpen their akills
in asctual fire sliuatlons.
Hounes used In such burns
are donated to the city,
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‘We are conscious of
all of the fuel spread.
Thig Is what normally
burns in a house in a
tire — not kerosene or
gasoline.’

— Richard Marinucci

fire chief

poris that a mixture of gasoling,
camp stove oll and kerosene were
used as accelerants In the Milford
Township burn, where firefighters
were learning lo deal with arson,

“We don't use an accelerant, soit's
{the fire) predictable,” explained
Deputy Fire Chief Peter Baldwin,
“If you throw an accelerant on It,
you just don't know."”

THE HOUSE that became the
HUIs" fireflghting “classroom” was
prepared severat hours before traln-
ing began, Marlnucel added.

Four (cams worked In rotation
during the burn, That allowed all
fircfighters to experience the flre
from diffcrent positions and to do
the dlfferent jobs involved in fight-
fng house fires.

As added salety measures, before
the training began, an apen clstern
at the rear of the house was covered
to keep firefighters from falllng in; a
door to the basement was nailed shut
to keep them from heading down-
stairs and becoming trapped; and 13
Mile was closed to through traffic to
avold any complications from the
road.

Several fires were started and ex-
tingulshed durlng the four-hour

training drill. A WDIV-TV reporter

who had donned firefighting
outerwear and the appropriate ven-
tilation cquipment caught hls breath
before flling his report.

“This makes us reallze a litle
more what you guys go through,"
sald reporter Roger Weber.

NOT ONLY do flrefighters learn
to extinguish fires in house burning
drills, but also work on ventilation
skills and using tools during a fire,
according to Assistant Flre Chlef
Rob Rebtoy,

The Hills department has four
mare houses, donated by area devel-
opers, to use for future tralning
burns. Another burn is planncd for
December when the current class of
recruits wlil be ready for "live”
training, Rebtoy sald.

As chlef recruiter for the depart-
ment, Rebtoy said he does not be-
lleve the Milford tragedy has re-
duced Interest in becoming a fire-
{fighter.

The current Farmington Hills
class lost several people shortly af-
ter the deaths, but Rebtoy sald all
were for a varlety of persenal rea-
sons — and none were related (o the
Milford Township firc.

"We'll Just pick up the pumber in
the February class,” he added.

al(he site n the old farmhouse. Pennsl
wera assigned to groupa and tasks.
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The second story of the old farmhouse used in
was originally set on the first/ground floor.
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