Talent remains

on SMC squad

By C.J. Rlank
stall writer

© Gone — and now forgotten.

' Goodbye, Jon Bow, Theo Pear-
son, Brad Turner. Se long, Clarence
Jones, Anthony Strlckland. Head-
ing for grecner pastures? Well,
good riddance and good luck.

* Those flve — together with Mo
Steward — were expected to be the
‘nucleus of St. Mary's College’s bas-

kethall team this scason. Bul when
roach Rich Zalenski abandoned the

program in late August to accept a ,

coaching pesition at Bristol (Tenn.)
College, he decided to take hls re-
‘rults with him,

Zalenski convinced Pearson and
Turner — stariers at St. Mary's
last year — and Strickland and
Jones, redshirts who were expected
to start this scason, to go with him
to Bristo).

After he accepted the new coach-
Ing post, Zalenski Immediately put
fogether a Bristol roster that fea-
fured half St. Mary's team. Two
other top recruits who planned to
attend St. Mary's, Dave Lyerla and
Dwight Garrett of Lapeer East,
plso changed course thanks to
Zalenski and are now at Bristel.

. S0 —WIO'S LEFT?

New coach Glen Donahue, be-
lieve It or not, still has some talent
to work wlith in spite of Zalenski's
etforts, The Eagles put thelr Lalent
on display last weckend in the
Glno's  Pizza Classlc at Dome
browskt Fleldhouse.

Si. Mary's opened  strongly,

wl\lpplng Tiffln 86-83 Friday be-
hind Safna Qasawa’s 18 polnts and
Jim Butcher's 16.
7 On Saturday, St. Mary's played
Purdue-Calumet in the champion-
ship game. The Eagles had a
chance (o win the tournament; they
bad the ball out of bounds with 12
seconds left and the score tied. But
a charglng call and poor delense
gave Calumet a 91.90 victory,

It was the first loss [n three
games for St. Mary's. There will be
others, certainly; Donahue Is aware
of that. He's already set his recrult.
1ing goals.

“We're ohvlously a long way
from where we want lo be,” he
sald. "And yes, we do have o up-
grade the caliber of players. All the
players we have now are g
players; what we need are some
great ones.”

BUT FOR NOW, Donshue —
who complled a 401-205 record in
19 seasons as Highland Park CC
coach — s happy with the 10 play-
ers lelt him, Including seven who
played at St. Mary's last year and
another who transferred from 5t.

collegesport

By Dan O'Meara
staff writer

‘The winner and stlil champlon —
Plymouth Salem,

The Rocks left no doubt they de-
served to keep the Western Lakes
Activitles Assoclation girls basket-

Mary's to University of Michigan-
Dearborn for a year, then came
back when the UM-D basketball
program was canceled.

“I know we'll play hard every
game,” sald Donahue.

St. Mary’s has a good mix of tal-
ent, with both slze and speed.
Donahue has “always played a lot
of players,” which means all 10 Ea-
gles will get time on the court.

At center, blg things are cxpect-
ed [rom 6-foot-8 junlor Jerome
Washburn. He was named to the
all-tournament team tast weekend.
“He can post-up, he's very strong
and he plays good post defense,”
said Donahue. “And he's a good re-
bounder.”

BACKING UP Washburn — who
welghs 240 — is 65 junlor Mike
Moroney. Other “wide bodles”
Donohue can call on for inside
strength are 6-8 senior Mike Bele-
2ak {from Redford St. Agatha), the
UMD transfer, and §-4 sophomore
James Lakes. Both need to supply
a bit of everything — scoring, re-
bounding, passing, defense — In
Donahue’s scheme.

At small forward is Qasawa, a 6-
3 senjor, and Lakes. Qasawa is a
hard worker who averaged 7.2
points a game a year ago.

Two more returnces flll the
guard spots. Greg Spraggins, a 5-10
senior, started most of the season
and averaged 10.B points. Bob
Bringman, a 6-4 shooter, scored 4.5
polnts per game coming off the
bench,

Also seeing plenty of action In
the backeourt wil be Butcher, a 6.
{oot junior sharpshooter who led St.
Mary's in three-polnters last sea-
son (39 of 107); James Curtis, a 6-1
Junfor transfer from Oxnard CC in
Los Angeles; and Denny Butcher
(not retated to Jim), a 6-foot fresh-
man and son of former Detrolt Pis-
ten coach Donnls Butcher,

THUS FAR, Donabue has been
pleased with his team's “ability to
sct the tempoe of the game. Any
time we don’t, we'll be In trouble.”

Just like hls Highland Park CC
teams, you can lots of
points in St. Mary's games. “But
the high scorlng will come from
pressure defense,” he pointed out.

Reboundlng, Donahue added, “is
the one area that hurt us in the
tournament. We Jet our opponents
get a few too many extra shots,”

ball trophy Saturday night as they
KO'd Plymouth Canton 57-42 to
claim their third stralght title.

In boosting ils season record to 19-
1, Salem started fast and raced to an
18-2 lead at the end of the first quar-

ter,

Dena Head, who has played on all
three champlonshlp teams as have
fellow senlors Keri McBride and Sta-
cy Sevine, collected 21 of her game-
high 28 pointa as the charged-up
Rocks had the game well in hand by
haltll.m& 35-16,

1 don't think we came prepared
to plny any differently than we nor-
mally do,* Head sald. “The lead
doesn't say anythlng unti! the final
seconds tick off.

“This champlonship Is great, bul
Thursday’s game means a lot more,”
she added. mz game will be the
test for our team.”

SALEM AND the Chiefs, who have
been the losers in each of (he fast
three WLAA finals, will meet agaln
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday when they
square off in the first game of the
Class A district tournament at Sa-
lem.

“Can't walt,” sald Canton coach
Rob Neu. “We're dellghted to get to
play these guys agaln.

“We'll look at the film, make our
adjustments — and we'll come to
play.”

In retrospect, it's possible the de-
cisive point in Saturday's game was
the opening basket. McBride
dropped In a threc-pointer shortly
after the opening bell, and the Rocks
never looked back,

“That was a big score, because
thadl put us back on our heels,” Neu
said. .

IF THAT was a turning point, then
the game was decided in the first
quarter. Salem led 11-0 before Susan
Ferko, who led Canton with 17
polnts, broke the ice with two free
throws at 3:22.

But Head converted a three-polnt
play, Jill Estey drove the basellne
for two and Head scored off the (ast
break to put the Rocks on top by 18
attheend.

“Being able to start like we did
helped us for 32 minutes,” Salem
coach Fred Thomann sald. “We put
them in the position of playing
catch-up, und that's a tough position
to play from.”

Salem's 2-3 zone defense was the
biggest factor in establishing a lead
{or the Rocks.

The Canton girls had trouble
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Rocks league champs again

Farmington charged out of the gates, raced to a big
haiftlme lead and won golng away over Farmington
Hills Harrison In glrls basketbatl Saturday, 66-26.

The Falcons, who improved to 5-11 In league games
and 7-12 overall, led 20-1 after one quarter and 32.9 at
lhe end of the balf.

Kelll Koss scored 10 of her game-high 17 points in
the flrst half, Includlng eight in the opening perlod.

“She really played a nice game, offensively and de-
{fensively," Farmington coach Diana Falr said. “She’s
really been playing well lately.”

Stacy Swanderski added 13 polats and Kirsten Nor-
man 12, Mellssa Tisdale and Erica Halcher tossed In
clght polnts aplece, and Tisdale also Jed the Falcons
with nine rebounds. Norman pulled down eight caroms.

‘The Falcons led 5-1 early In the game and then went
on & roll, Falr sald, using their press to harass the
Hawks.

"“The defense began forcing some bad shots, and we
were able to get the rebounds,” she said.

Lanell Shoemaker scored 11 polnts for Harrison, 1-19
cvui::all. and Darcy Plnz! and Kris Waldman added five
apiece,

ry Baker hopes his team s ready for the state tourna-
ment after trouncing a good Detroit Western ballclub
In the Operatlon Friendshlp program Monday.

“I hope this was a gauge for the next three games,”
said Baker after Mercy upped its season record to 12-7,
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LIFE SURE IS EASIER IF YOU HAVE
A STRONG PULSE!

Kast will Install a LZENNOX pulse Furnace

now so you won't miss a beat this winter.

This fal! we are featuring the incredible Lennox Pulse
Furnace, designed for ycars ol dependable, low-
1

ey'te
the enly lnmaca that carry the Good
Housckeeping Seal of Approval, yout

assurance of quality and séliability, and they
squeeze more heat fromyour fuel than eves
before. In fact, Lennax Pulse Furnaces

are nearly twice-ds efficient as most _
conventional furnaces,

So, be sure you understand the difference
between a so-called bargain and the best.

Lennox products are the best!

Call Kast NOW! We've had our finger on the
“pulse” of heating & cooling for 50 years with our

Incomparable installation and service,

for 12 months (with credit approval) OR 5% cash discount

$100 factory rebate, etime lmited warranty and FREE Lennox air ceaner ($199.00 value)

Farmington charges past Harrison

MERCY 64, DET. WESTERN 44: Marllns coach Lar-,

The Lady Cowboys slipped to 11-3,

Adrlenne Clark was the ringleader for the Marlins,
scoring 16 points and recording a school-record 12
steals. She also had elght rebounds, and tcammate Pat-
ty Chapp added 12 points,

Western's Frances MeCowlan was the Jeading scorer
with 22, and Michelle Reper had 15.

Merty s big quarter was the flrst In which it grabbed .
a 16-4 lcad. The Marlins, with excellent free-throw ,
shooting throughout the contest, maintatned thelr lead -
with a 48-40 advantage the rest of the way. Mercy was
18-0{-20 at the line, Western 8-0f-12.

N. FARMINGTON 56, FRANKLIN 46: The Raiders |
won their second straight in an up-and-down game that
saw North gain the decisive edge with a big third quar. |

er.

The Raiders saw a 12-point lead in the first quarter -f
disappear when they managed only four In the sccond.

Franklin led 21-18 at halftime. but North regalned
the lead with a 20-10 third period. The Raiders applled. .
elfective pressure.and farced the Patriots into costly ,
turnovers.

North, which lifted lts record to 9-11, got 19 polnts .
from Kim Gurecki and 16 from Suzi Butcher. The Raid-, .|
ers were 16-0{-25 shooting free throws, Franklin 17-of- |
22, A

Rose O'Bey also had 19 points and 10 rebounds for .
the Patriots, 7-13. Leslie Szaflarski added 13 and 10,
respectively.

Krug in the middle and either Me-
Bride, Sovine or Shelley Bohlen on
the sides, The Chlefs were forced to
shoot off balance, and Head and Es-
tey were there to hassle them when-
ever they tried to put the ball on the
foor In the post area.

the guards and height advantage in-
side.” .

Canton got within 15 points (37-22)
carly in the second half on baskets

by Candi Jones and Ferko and free’
throws by Boluch. But the Rocks, be- -
ginning with five points from Krug.:!
scored the next seven and outpointed *
Canton 11-2 the rest of the quarter..+

“I THINK putting them in a posl-
tlon where it was really hard for
them (o score was a key for us”

Thomann sald, “I thought the Kids Cleaned + Repalrad

had tremendous intensity tonight, es- Screened * Re-Roofed

peclally at the defensive end.” Repalrad * New
Canton didn't score a fleld goal un- Now

tll Ferko put back a rebound at 6:55
n the second quarter. The points
came a little easler after that, but
the Rocks were still too tough on de-
fense, too efficlent on offense and
too far ahead,

Because Salem shut the Chlefs off
inside, Canton had lo work the ball
around more than usual. But that set
up the Chiefs for some turnovers and
left them vulnerable to the quick
hands of Estey and Head on the pere
imeter.

Neu sald he thought the Chiefs,
who have lost three times to Salem
during a 15.5 season, played well
once they recovered from the bad
start, but credited the Rocks with
playing at an even higher level.

“T won't take anythlng away from
our kids, because I thought they
played well, but Salem was out-
standing,” he sald. “They dld a nlce
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