40(F)

0&F,_Thucsday, Hovember 19, 1987

By Brad Emons
stalt wrltor

Here we go again.

Back on Sunday, Oct. 11, prep
football fans just assumed that
longtime rivals Redford Cathollc
Central and Birmingham Brother
Rice would be meeting again 12
months later, around the same
place at the same tme.

But in a little over a month the
two Catholic League Central Divl
sion rivals will be going at it again,
and this time the stakes are much
higher,

It had te be hard to imagine that
Walled Lake Central High School
would be playing host this Saturday
1o these twa Titans.

Usually the gathering place for

these Bays Bowl foes is Wisner Sta-
dium in Pontiac, or the Silverdome
for the Catholic League title.
+" Rice comes into Saturday’s Class
‘A semifinal (game time 1:30 pm.)
[ secking its fourth trip to the state
“finals. Rlce-captured the coveted
‘{ crown in 1977, 1980 and 1983,
*+ But history may be on CC's side.
-fThe Shamrocks will be seeking
.Ftheir second state title (CC won in
:£3979) under coach Tom Mach, who
I ironically is one of the few coaches
‘| around who can claim a winning
| percentage over Rice coach Al
-} Fracassa.

MACH CAN'T EXPLAIN why he
has a 7-6 record over Fracassa, In-
cluding a 10-7 double-overtime vic-
| tory over Rice in this year’s Boys
Bowl. In 1982 CC beat Rice twice,
once during the regular season and
again in the Catholic League finals.

football

(Rice, however, leads the series,
14-11, with one tle))

But when it comes to Rlce-CC, no
matter what sport, the teams usu-
ally prepare a little longer and con-
centrate a little harder. Mach and
his team are no exceptlons to the
rule.
This week, CC practices started
around 3 p.m. and Jasted until dark.

“We're approaching thls game
like any other game, but you al
ways want that little extra,” said
Mach. "We're always alming at
them. We're taking them as our
arch-rivals and that means a little
more. The game usually generates
a lot more in-schoot publlclty and it
creates a lot of excltement around
school.”

But Mach doesn't really notice
his players” mood changing, despite
the fact that It's Rice again,

“We've had good practices all
year,” he said. "I think we're pret-
ty intense every week. This team
always does a real good job of pre-
paring mentally and physically.

“1 think we'd get the kids' atten-
tion anyway at this time of the
year (the playoffs). You don't have
to work as hard to get them

< mativated.”

AS FOR THE upcoming game,
Mach predicts “a little more scor-

]jurlng the regular season dou-

CC, Rice collide — again

ble-overtime battle, CC had five
first downs and Rlce only two. But
Rice outgained CC in total yardage,
136-70.

It was a real defensive battle.

“I think Rice wlll do more
throwlng this game,” Mach sald.
“But they won't change as far as
running the ball. The key to their
success s still using Jason Woll.”

In the first meeting, Wolf, a
breakaway threat, was held to less
than 80 yards.

“They’ll throw to him in the
backfield and use him in dlfferent
ways,” Mach said. “They"ll still use
him 95 percent of the time.”

CC's olfense, meanwhile, bas
perked up in the past two weeks.
The Shamrocks (hrew for 133
yards In Jast week's 107 win over
Sterling Heights.

Three players —~ Ted Rleple,
center Kurt Ross and Mike Flre-
stone — are unsung heroes on an
offensive lne who are joined by
two blue-chip, Divislon I-caliber
llneman n Toby Heaton and Pete
Dankert.

“THOSE THREE aren't quite as
well-known, but they're workman-
like and get the job done,” Mach
said. “They're Intense when they
have to be and just do what they
have todo.

“We've been able to move the
ball against some real tough de-
fenses and they've done a real good
job al} year even though they don't
get much recognition.”

But what concerns Mach more
than anything Is Rlce's defense.

Former Hawk assumes
starting role for Central

By Steve Kowalskl
speclal writesr

On more than one occaston during
his senior year at Farmington Hllls
Harrison, Dave Delekta met Michl-
gan State coach George Perles and
Michlgan coach Bo Schembechler,

That's where the Big Ten's court-
ship of Delekta cnded. Perles and

bechler we 4

re more
in Delekta's teammate Jobn Miller,
now a starting defensive back at

MSU.

Instead, Delekta, a 1985 graduate
of Harrison, was coveted by most
Mid-American Conference schools.
He chose Central Michigan over
Eastern Michigan and this year [s
one of the mainstays of the CMU de-
fenslve line,

‘The Chippewa defensive unit is
first agalnst the rush In the MAC, al-
lowing a mere 128 yards per game,

Delektz has 26 total tackles this
year and, for his performance earli-
er this fall against Kent State {a 24-
21 loss), was named CMU'’s defensive
player of the week,

DELEKTA’S progress at CMU has
Impressed defensive line coach Jim
Schulte. Two years ago, Delekta was
2 220-pound red-shirted {reshman
who spent Saturday alternoons
watchlng from the sldelines,

Delekta tips the scales at 250
pounds today.

“Dave has become a legltimate
Mid-American C

lineman,” Schulte sald. “Dave is stil}
a young player in our program, and

Ocelots eye

By C.J. Risak
stai writee

Pardon Nick O'Shea if he Is begin-
ning to feel snakebitten as a soccer
coach. It's a feellng he's earned.

0'Shea took over for Ed Dudek as
girls soccer coach at both Livonia
Churchill and Schooleraft College
early thls year. Both are contenders.
Churchit] made It to the state finals
befare losing to Plymouth Salem last
SPring.

SC ts doing just as well on a higher

" level. The Lady Ocelots are ranked
second In the NJCAA; they have a
realistic chance of bringing SC its
first-ever natlonal team title when
they travel to the clght-team NJCAA
tournament, which starts Thursday
- in Trenton, N.J.
 But it wen't be casy. Because —
:just as Churchill had to battle its

national championship

soccer

way through an extremely tough
draw, playing the top five ranked
teams in the state to get to the finals
— SC must now wade through the
most difficuit draw in the tourna-
ment if it Is to capture the champi-
onshlp.

"I must be some sort of jinx," a
frustrated O'Shea sald.

THE LADY OCELOTS are the
second seed in the NJCAA tourna-
ment with a 4-1-1 mark against jun-
for college teams. They are 10-2-3
overall. Nassau (N.Y.) CC is the top
seed with a 9-0-3 JC mark. Meramec

(St. Louls) CC is seeded third at 3-0-0,
and Essex {Baltimore) CC is No. 4 at

8:0:0.

So far, so good, right? Problem Is,
the bottom hall of the draw isa't
sceded, First-round games are
drawn. And SC drew, as its flrst-
round opponent, defendlng NJCAA
champ Monroe (N.Y.} CC.

"I can't believe it,” said O'Shea.
“With Churchill I had to play the top
five teams in the state, now I draw
the defending national champlons.”

Walt — that's not the worst of it.
Should the Lady Ocelots survive
thelr opening-round game, they will
meet the Meramec-Mitchell CC
winner Friday. Meramee, a heavy
favorite to win its opener, is the only
JC team to beat SC this season.

Wins in those two games would
put them Into Sunday’s finals for a
possible showdown with Nassau.
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Select from a wide variety of style
series). All Lee Haven* doors may 4
with optional coordinated sidelites for that custom design look.
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& DOOR STORE

830 Plymouth Rd. « Plymouth, M1 48170 313-459-6911

Your Door to
Energy Efficiency.

ALL LEE HAVEN STEEL INSULATED DOORS
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Complement your Weather Shield Wood Windows and Patio Doeors with our Lee
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Call 647-BATH

Dave Deiekia

he has worked very hard up to this
point. I'd say he's beaten the time
table a fittle bit.

“1 think it shows that hard work
pays off,” he added. “Dave Is one of
those players that had nice creden-
tlals at a highly successful high
school whom we projected to get
bigger."”

Delekta sald CMU's winning tradl-
tion attracted him to the Mount
Pleasant school. The Chlppewas
have not won a MAC title since 1980,
but are 74-29-4 In 10 years under
coach Herb Deromedi.

DELEKTA became accustomed to
winning at Harrisen, losing just two

.
games In three years at the varsity
level. 3
Harrison won the Class A luz
champlonship In 1982 and, during hts
senlor year in 1984, made it to the
Class B state semifinals. H
‘The Chippewas are 5-4-1 overall
this year, 3-3-1 In the MAC, enterl
the seasen finale Saturday at Bowl-
Ing Green.™ H
Delekta Is getting a bit restless
waiting for a MAC champlonshlp

ring. '

It Just keeps etudlng us,” he said
“We know we have a lot of alerft
here, It hurts a lot to losc games. |

“1 stil) have two years to win
MAC title. 1 know I'll try my hard-
est, and I know the guys I'm playing
wilh will try their hardest, H

“LIKE OCOACH Deromed! says
‘You have yet lo play your best
game.'" H

Delekta’s strong suit is his play
against the rush, Schulte said. He
had one sack this year, and Schulte
sald his pass rush Is improving, ¢

“1f you asked Dave what hls weak-
ness Is it would be his pass rush.'
Schulte sald, “But be has become ag-
equate {n rushing the passer. '

“I'm very confldent having him ib
there, and on films I'm starting tb
see him around the quarterback a Jot
more when he's throwing the ball.” .

Delekta has two years of eligibili-
ty remaining at Central, and Schultp
looks forward to continued progress;

“I'm exclted to see where Dave
will be next year and the year after
that," Schulte said, H
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THE ULTIMATE HEATING MACHINE.
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An unigue combination of reliability, efficiency and alorda-
bility maka the Bryant Plus 90 the ultimate heating machine.
Incredibly, it's up to 979% elficient, so it quickly pays for itsell
through lower healing bils. Pius, Bryant will reimburse you
for any two of your monthly gas bills this winter, after installa-
tion. And since il uses natural gas, which has a31to 1 price
advantage over electricity, you'll save even more.

Call Flame Furnace, Michigan's largest residential Bryant
doaler, for a lree estimale today)
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