B

Stitchery helping Hmong settle

By Sharon Dargay
stalf weller

MONG WOMEN claim they
can carry a baby on their
backs, while carting farm

tools and sewing cross
stitch on fabric, as they traverse the
flelds of Laos.

In Mlchlgan they are still sewing,
stil} caring for their babies, still
working outside the home,

But they have added another bur-
den — refugee life in a foreign coun-

ry.

For the 2,000 Laotlan mountain
people who have settled in the tri-
county area since 1975, life in Amer-
Jca has not been all rainbows and flo-
wers ke the cloth stitched by
Hmong needlecrafters.

“All around, the Hmong are prob-
ably the most difflcult refugees (o
place because they're basleally
farming people,” said Joan Post, rel
ugee placement director for Luther-
an Soclal Scrvices of Mlichigan, an
organization that has sottled 169
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Hmong In the Detroit arca since
March and will find sponsars for an-
other 35 this month.

“There's no job skill transfer. Eu-
ropean refugees have held jobs like
most of us have, and they're easier
to place. The Hmongs are (arming
peaple. And they tend to migrate to
where thelr people are — mostly In
cities.”

BUT THE ages-old art of needle-
work called “pa nadu,” translated as
“making cloth beautiful like flo-
wers,” may help smooth the transi-
tion from mountain village to urban
neighborhood for many Hmong
women and their families.

“Among the recently discovered
folk art traditions, Hmong stitchery
is among the finest,” says Sue Julian,
a returned Peace Corps volunteer
wha served in Thalland and now
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day,” Wendt explalned.

“f always prefer a muliticultural
approach.”

Julian hopes the Birmingham ex-
hibit will open doars for the needle-
crafters in the northern suburbs. Al-
though Hmong women demonstrate
and se) their Intricate stitchery at
Ann Arbor’s farmers' market, they
have been rejected by art fals in

works with a cooperative of 150 nee-
dlecraters at the Hmong Cultural
Center in northeast Detrolt.

“The stitchery grew out of what
the Hmong did on their costumes.
The technlques they vse have been
used by other folk artists, but there's
a unique blend of differences that
make it identifiably Hmong — fine
symmetry, astounding colors. That's
a hallmark of Hmong stitchery — 2
dash and daring in combining col-

ors.

The Birmingham Usitarlan

Church will cap a wecklang celebra-
tion of Hmong culture with a display
and sale of needlework 12:30-3 p.m.
Sunday at the church, 651 N. Wood-
ward.
Carol Wendt of Troy, a member of
the church art committee, organized
a similar diaplay while working with
the Hmong at an international cen-
ter In Indianapolis. When she moved
to Troy three ycars ago. Wendt
sought out the Hmong comemunity in
Detroit. She became acquainted with
Julian and decided to promete an ex-
hibit that would coincide with New
Year festivitics, celebrated Nov. 28,
by Hmong communities in Flint, De-
troit, Lansing, Pontiac and Saginaw.

»I'M ALWAYS trying to do a kind
of mission in helping to redefine art.
Qur notions of art are dominated by
arlstocratic, central European

rever p

ua se appl Hmong
called Pa ndau {making cioth beautiful like flowers),

—

that don’t represent our
country today — whal we are to-
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Qak the last six years.

“Qne (art fair organizer) told me.
“We take care of our own first.” An-
other time 1 was told it was unac-
ceplable because it was falk art,”
Julian explained. “1 understand it's
ot fine art, but we're not pretending
itis.”

The matchbook-sized cross-stiteh.
reverse applique, batik and embrol-
dery patterns embellished clothing.
hats, baby carriers and [ uneral gar-
ments in Laos. The designs have
been enlarged and applied to pillows.

bedspreads, wearable art and orna-
tnents for the American market.

“When they came out of Laos they
had time to work on it everyday be-
cause there wasn't anything to do in
the (Thai) refugee camps.” Julian ex-
plained. “People discovered them as
2 tourist attraction and bought their
stitchery.

It takes three times as long to
finish a plece here, because they
have school, family and are holding
down jobs."”

YER MUA, Detroit, rises at 5 a.m.
1o make breakfast for her husband
before spending about five hours
sewing cvery day. Time-consuming
reverse applique and cross stitch on
pitlows and jackets are her special-

ty.

Younger women, like Mee Chang,
a senior at Osborn High School in
Deteoit, are less Interested in learn-

-

ing the craft.

[ could sew but T don’t want to.”
Chang said, noting that endless hour.
of sewing strain her neck. “During
my time people will adopt murr
American ways."

She plans to study computers ut
Wayne State University next yea

Meanwhile, other women Ll
urns volunteering at the cultural
center at 12962 Pelky. The coopera:
tive, which returns BU percent uf
proceeds back to the artists, has gun:
crated enough stitchery over the L
three years to stock the two-st
building, a converted house beh
Zion Lutheran Church, south !
McNichols near Gratiot.

Stitchery sales provide sy
mental inceme for Hmong fa
and are shared with rel
trapped in Thai refugee camp o
who have been left behind in Laos

Grants from the church. Luti
Socia) Services and the Episc
diocese of Michigan have helpa v
tablish the center and provide bus
ness and sewing training for cot
members.

A grant from the city of Detra
will help expand the center o
year, providing meeting spacr. ¢
play space and areas for garc:-
sewing and cooking classes Ti
ter is open 1-3 p.m. Tuesda
Friday, and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
days.
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Sponsors sought for refugees

What refugees?

That's often the response when so-
clal agencics call for help in sponsor-
ing immigrants {rom southeast Asia.

“There is a pressing need for spon-
sors. But peaple don't know about it
because refugees aren't front page
news anymore.” explained Joan
Post. director of refugee services for
Lutheran Social Services.

She said the public was most
aware of refugee plight from 1975-
79, with the first exodus of Laotians
into Thailand, the United States and
other asylum countrics,

“There was no crisis that people
would take note of afterward, al-
though Thailand is the bigkest coun-
try of first asylum and they've
closed several refugee camps. Peo-

business briefs

1f you recently opened a shop,
captured an award, earned a pro-
motion, are planning a naw ven-
ture or project, or have informa-
tion about other business-related
happenings — and there's @
Farmington-area connection —
we'd like to hear from you so we
can share your news with other
Observer readers. Send items to:
Business briefs, Farmington Ob.
server, 33203 Grand River, Farm-
ington 48024.

NEW VP

Jack Aluto of
Farmington Hills
was named vice
president ‘of sales
and marketing for
Adheslve Systems,
Inc., a newly
formed subsidiary
of Diversified
Chemical Techno-
logles, Inc,

Aluto wlil be re-
sponsible for directing all sales and
marketing actlvitles for the divi-
sion's product line, which Includes
custom formulated hot-meit, vinyl
latex, acrylic and epoxy-based
adhesive products.

Aluto has spent the past 18 years
In the industrlal chemical market,
holding vatious sales, technical and
managements positlons.

He Is a member of the Chicago
Drug Assoclation, Chemical Special-
ties Manufacturing Association, In-
ternational Lubrlcatlon Manulactur-
er Assoclation and the Society of Au-
tometive Engineers.

PR FIRM NAMED

Troy-based Damonc/Andrew, an
offlce and Industrinl real estate de-
velopment, copstructlon and man-
agement company, has appolnted
Hermanoff & Assoclates of Farm.
Ington Hills as its public relations
1l

rm.
Damon/Andrew  has developed
and currently manages 70 propertles
in the Midwest and Florida. The
property encompasses 3 million
square fect of office, industrial and
research 3pace.

The company has offices in Fort
Lauderdale and Tampa.

WRAPS UP TRAINING

Michael O'Brien, an associate of
\he Detroit/Herd Agency of Massa.
chusetts Mutual Life Insurance Co.,
has completed one week of special-

al representatives who suecessfully
completed the tralning.

NOW CERTIFIED

Debra Hoppe, an Independent,
Farmington-based aerobics instruc-
tor, antended the three-day Interna-
tlonal Dance-Exercise Assoclation
{IDEA) Educational Conference in

Washington, D.C.

She passed the IDEA Foundation
Industry Certification cxamination
before ‘the conference. The IDEA
Foundation is IDEA’s non-profit sis-
ter organlzation. More than 7,000 In-
structors have taken the exam since
it was first administered In May
1986.

More than 1,200 Instructors and
busincss owners from around the
world participated in the sold-out
conlerence.

Hoppe took part in lectures, work-
shops and activity sessions on injury
prevention in low-impact acrobles,
contralndicated exercises and pre/
postnatal exerclse, which she spe-
cializes In.

“It Is so important to stay up o
date with new exerclse rescarch and
technlque, especlally in regards to
pre-postnatal women. Exercise dur-
ing pregnancy |s still in its infancy,”
Hoppe said.

IDEA, with 14,000 members in 38
countrics, Is the world's largest pro-
fesslonal organization for acrobics/
dance-exercise professionals. It pro-
motes safe and effective exerclse
through networking and education of
its members.

DUE TAX REFUNDS

The Internal Revenue Service is
trying to locate Michigan taxpayers
who are stlil due tax refunds from
thelr 1986 federal income tax re-

turns.

John Hummel, IRS Michigan Dis-
trict director, sald 1,010 refund
checks worth $398,743 were re-
turned by the Postal Service as un-
deliverable. The refund checks range
in amounts from $1 to $15,116, and
average $395, Hummel sald,

The IRS believes most of these

taxpayers moved of changed their
last names during the year, and
la‘lll‘lsnd to notity the Postal Service or
IRS.
When a refund is returned by the
Postal Service, the IRS altempts to
focate the taxpayer by follow-up.
“Buyt there are always 8 small num-
ber who cannot be found," Hummel
sald.

{zed tralning at the pany’s home

office in Springfield, Mass.

The Farmington Hills resident
was a member of the company's §1st
Carcer Development School. The
schoo! emphasized prospecting, cli-
ent bullding, case preparation and
organized sales presentatlons. Life
Insurance solutions for varled ﬂ‘na:\-

1 n

mosL taxpayers,

about three milllon I Michigas,

have recelved their refunds, he said.
1 you are due a refund from your

1986 federal 1ax return but have not

yet recelved it conlact the IRS,
Taxpayers should call the IRS at

1.800-424-1040 for information.
Undelivered refunds for the

area

clal pI wel
classroom and workshop session.
O'Bricn was one of 49 Mass Mutu-

F belong to: Theresa
M. Chlado, Amy M. Duncan, Barbara
J. Ringley, Patricla A. Ringtey,

Richard F. Waller, Everett and
Teresa Greenlee, Lionel Lejeune and
Michael Coopes.

NEW MEMBERS

The Farmington/Farmington
Hills Chamber of Commerce has
welcomed several new members.

They include: Apariment Furni-
ture Rental, Inc., 38435 Grand River,
478-730; Moraf, Sheplow, Weinstein
& Co., 28580 Orchard Lake, 855-8200;
Leonard's Custom Draperles, 277-
0880; Skylight Inns, 349.7400; Great
Lakes Computer Systems, 476-3848;
Thomson McKinnon Securities, 626-
5600; Michael S, Downs & Assoc-
allcs'. 474-2204; Real Estate One, 477
1.

Also Sunshine Insulatton Co., 477
5552; Midwest Video Productions,
474-6775; Volk Corp., 477-6700; Hil-
sum's In¢,, 354-4650; Nelson Broth-
ers Carpeting, 471-2701; BDR Ser-
vices, 949-8700; Waug's Electrical
Service, 477-6739; ROI Security Sys
tems, 473-8140; George's Soccer Sup-
ply, 557-1166; Stephen M. Landau,
P.C., 358-0870; Frank Hand Agency,
Inc., 478:1377.

SHOPPER SURVEY

Shoppers recently were asked how
frequently they visit or shop in
downtown Farmington?

The majorily, 52 percent, sald
they shop or visit downtown once or
twlee a weeks 21 percent said they
come downtown every day. Nearly
75 percent of downtown Farming-
ton's shoppers visit at least once a
week.

About 70 percent of those sur-
veyed live In elther Farmington or
Farmington Hills. Six percent live in
Livonia, 4 percent in Detroit.
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ple crossing the border are their un-
d aliens. They won't give
them refugee status and no access to
camps where they can get food.

“So, our job here is to continue to
make churches aware the need is
still there.”

CHURCHES LIKE Antioch Lu-
theran in Farmington Hills and Lu-
theran Church of the Master in Troy
have responded With sponsorship
commitments and promises of finan-
cial aid.

Leslie Parks, Antioch parish as-
sistant, said the congregation has
rented an apartment for the family,
which is expected 10 arrive in the
Detroit area next month.

“We have 2 committee of 20 peo-
ple working on it. Somebody is in
charge of transportation so if they
have no way to get to a doctor's ap-
pointment, for example, we'll have

ple able to take them there.

“We'll shepherd them through the
first few months and support them,
1rying to get them into English class-

es und find the husband empiv:
menL."”

The lamily, Chang Bee.
wife Moua Ka, 21 and their U
dren, also have relatives in P

family.” Parks said.

The social ministry commiie
the Troy church will provide f
baskets and financial assist:
three Hmong refugee familie:
month.

“Church or group sponsos
best because vou have mol
power 10 work with.” Post s
eventual goal is friendship
sponsorship.”

Groups, families or chur:
terested in finding out morr wh 7
sponsorship may call Post .1 .
7700.

Dress baby for special occasions in pretty little

coveralls. Slightly oversized for style and
comfort. 12-24 months. Tartan plaid acetate taffeta.
§44. Black cotton velveteen, $50. Available in our

Grosse Pointe, Birmingham, Livonia and Dearborn stores. -

Happy Holibays

Jacobsons

Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday
Until 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday., Wednesday and Saturday




