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‘The issue is one of
equality of opportunity
and basic fairnegs for

all children.’

—Kenneth Erickson
Redtord Union superintendent
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‘We want to h
taking it from

elp others, too, but
Birmingham and other

districts like Birmingham is not going
- to make the impact we need.’

— Roger Garvelink

Birminghamn superintendent

In-formula

Equity at issue

OTHING IS s0 powerful as
an idea whose time has
come, and it's the hope of

edurators around the state
that the need for a new and equitable
o for funding public education
5 an idea whose time has Indeed
come

1t's a simple concept, but one that
nas cluded ug for years in Michigan.
With our almost tatal reliance on lo-
«al property taxes as a basis for pub-
iie school funding, we have created a
system that allows some dlstricts to
have vast sums of moncey for varlous
programs, while others have a diffi-
cult time funding the most basle of
programs.

The difference is, of course, the
difference in property wealth, and
those districts with an extensive
property wealth have great financial
advantages over those that do not.

The state tries to reduce the dif-
ference between property rich and
property poor districts through a
general state aid program. The trou-
ble is that In spite of its best efforts
over the years there has not been
enough money available to achieve
equality and the differences among
districts are getting greater,

REDFORD Union Schools, for ¢x-

ample, Is a property poor distrlet
that had a per pupi 1ax base in 1986-
87 of $38,781, This compares with its
school district neighbors who had
per pupil tax bases of $182,299;
$121.440; and $107.191 in that same
year.
Because of its low tax base Red-
ford Union received general state
aid. The combinatlon of general
state aid and local tax revenucs oiro-
vided $3,011.02 per pupil for the
198687 school year.

The nelghboring dlstricts because
of property wealth, did not recelve
general state aid, but depended ex-
clusively upon local property taxes
for the operation of thelr district.
Their local property taxes alone
were able to provide per pupll reve-
nues of $5,893; $4,025; and $3,773 for
their districts respectively.

The irony Is that the property tax
rate (36,9 mills) pald by resldents In
Redford Union was higher than that
paid by any of their nelghbors In the
other three districts. However, the
dollars available for education pro-
grams, even when combined with
state aid, were substantlally less.

If Redford Union had the same
dollars available per pupil as was
available to [ts neighbors, the dis-
trict's budget in 1986-87 would have
increased in one Instance by $18 mil-
lion, and in the other by $6.4 millton
and $4.8 mittion.

. Such Inereases would have permit-
ted the district 1o restore a full six-
hour day at the junior high school
{cut back to five hours in 1976), re-
store a full art, music and phystcal
cducation program at the elementa.
ry tevel (reduccd in 1981), buy need-
ed equipment and materials, repair
all roofs throughout the district, low-
er class sizes at all levels, and, in

general, expetience (he benefits that
property rich neighboring districts
have always enjoyed.

Tt should be sald here that we in
Redford Union are very happy for
our nelghbors, although we're admit-
tedly quite envious also, Thelr dis-
tricts are funded the way that ali
districts should be funded. It Is our
hope that onc day soon we'll all en-
joy the same advantages that they
have,

Actuaily, the preseat state aid for-
mula, I sufflclently funded, could
achieve equity. This was pointed out
by Dr. Altan Qdden of Californla, a
school finance expert and consultant
to the Michigan School Finance
Commisslon.

However, there Is a question
whether there are sufficient funds
available to the state to achleve
equity through the present state ald,
sysiem. And I equity cannot be
achleved through the present system
then a solution to our ditemma must
be found by some other means.

This may have to include the
redistribution and sharing of the
wealth generated through the state
by industrlal and commerctal prop-
ertles so that all districts, and all
children, receive benefits from these
resources. The Issue Is one of equatt-
ty of opportunity and basic fairness
for all children. .\

There are many programs being \

offered in Lansing as legislators and *

others attempt to reduce property
taxes and bring about fairness in
school funding.

SEVERAL proposals suggest an
increase In the Michlgan sales tax in
order ta replace money lost through
reduced property taxes. This, of
course, requires a vote of the people
and it’s very questlonable whether
such a vote would succeed.

Several proposed plans Include
redistribution of industrial and com-
merclal income through one means
or another. In the absence of any
new money available to fund
schools, this seems almost inevita-
ble, and, in the view of many, deslr-

able.

Suggesied also has been a plan
whereby an equal sum of meney
would be distributed to all distrlcts
throughout the state for the opera-
tion of schools. Such a plan does not
take into conslderation that there
are vast differences in the cost of
doing business from one arca of the
state to the other and this would it-
self be unfalr,

The development of a plan to equ-
allze funding for education will be a
very difficult process. The issue,
however, |s too Impertant not to be
undertaken. Equal opportunity for
all children ls in fact an idea whose
time has come, and when we do fi-
nally achieve 1t; ail of us in Michlgan
will beneflt.

Dr. Kenneth Erickson has
worked in the Redford Usion
Pubtic Schools for 33 years — the
last seven of those as superin-
tendent of schools. He holds a a
master’s and doctorate from the
University of Michigan.

The quality of a publlc
school student's education
may be greatly enhanced by
his or her address. Michigan
schoo! districts in property-
rich arcas somotimes have

\two to three times as much to
spend per student than do less
af(luent school districts.

A desire to equalize spend-
ing throughout the state gets
widespread approval In theo-
ry, but wealthier districts
balk when proposed solutions
suggest lowering their ex-
penditures in order to spread

\

the wealth to other districts.

Wealthier distrlcts say the
solutlon is to find other reve-
nue sources, such as increas-
ing the state sales tax, in or-
der to raise others to thelr
level. Less affluent districts
say It is unllkely that voters,
already wary of high property
taxes, will approve any sub-
stantlal tax Increase; in (hat
case, a redistribution of the
wealth s the only other alter-
natlve.

KEY TO THIS debate is the
state’s formula for funding
schools. The formula guaran-
tees a set number of dollars
per student, per mill of tax
levied by the district. If prap-
erty taxes don't generate this
minimum level, then the state
makes up the dlfference with
state ald payments. If the tax-
able value of property in the
district (dlvided by the num-
ber of students) exceeds the
minimum guaranteed by the
state, the school is an out-of-

funding:
separate

and
unequal

formula district and recelves
no state aid but, because of
high property values, is better
funded than in-formula school
districts.

On today's Observer & Ec-
centrle editorla) page, two su-
perintendents look at the
schoo! funding dilemma: Rog-
cr Gorvelink of Blrmingham
Public Schools writes from
the perspective of an oul-of-
formula school district; Ken-
neth Erickson of Redferd Un-
fon schools represents in-for-

Out-of-formula

Pay for quality

We do care about other stu-

. dents in the state. We firm.

1y believe that the best way to ultl-

mately strengthen our state, our

cconomy and our quallty of life is to

strengthen our system of public edu-
cation.

We are an out-ol-formula district.
Qur cillzens' state [ncome taxes sup-
port other cducation systems, not
ours. We are not complaining. Many
of us do not gualify for the Home-
stead Act. We are not complalning.
We pay per capita high sales taxes.
That money docs not support our
schools, It supports other school sys-
tems. We are not complaining.

IRMINGHAM CITIZENS
have a social consclence.

What we are complaining about
and what we are extremely con-
cerned about Is any suggestion that
we cannot continue to provide the
quality of education for our students
as we have [n the past, as we are
presently and as we fecl we should
be able to do in the future with our
own resources as we simultancously
assist others.

EVERY STATE needs lighthouse
districts. We have worked diligently
to not only provide the very best of
educational opportunities for our
own students, but to share our expe-
rlences, our research, our successes
with others,

We are privileged to have the re-
sources to respond to the needs of
others, We accept this responsibility
with great seriousness and humllity.
We do not expect compensation for
our Ume. We are pleased to be able
to help.

Lev's look at per pupil cost. Ves,
we are one of the very highest in the
state. We do not apologize for that.
We wish for every student in Michi-
gan to have the same opportunitles.
However, our per pupil cost Is not
exactly as you may first think.

Last year we had 7,500 K-12 stu-

mula school distrlets.

District  Oouere
O Birmingham 4108
O Bloomtleld Hills 5872
aSouthfleld 5606
OFormingion 5091
OSoulh Redford 4531
Olvenla 4353

OWest Bloomtleld 4291

OWalled Lake 3874
QToy 857

mWayne-Waslland 3723
mGarden Clly I

2

MRedtord Unlon 3405
g Avondale 588
O Rochester 871
m Plymouth-Canton 3228
mClarencevlile 3158

Min formuta D oul of fermulo

Source: Mchgan State Beard of Eqvcaton
Figures ot 103586 schocl year

dents. We also had more than 76,700

8l i educa-
tlon. In addition, we accommodated
more than 10,000 college and univer-
slty registrations, We actually ran a
small college. We provided space
and underwrote a Jarge part of the
cost for a senlor citizens center, We
pald the salary of the gerontologist.
coordinator. We provided space for
the Meals on Wheels program, and
coordinated hundreds of other ser-
vices: dally social activities, trips,
soclal worker services, income tax
service and on and on for more than
1,100 senlors, °

As a school district, we inltiate
trainlng sessions and leadership fo-
rums for the community. We have an
important national role in the parent
involvement movement.

We are privileged to do these
things, but the point is this: As a pub-

1le school system we have stepped up
ta meeting the needs of a communl-
ty. If we did not do these Lhings; that
is, create a learning community, oth:
ers would have to do them and prob-
ably at greater cost to the taxpayer.
1t happens that In Birmingham they
show up as per pupil cost.

HAVE WE BEEN flscally respon-
sible? I'm sure we have been. Our
salaries are not as high as many. In
fact, our teacher salarles are not as
high as a number of in-formula dis.
tricts. Our resources are directed at
students and the community as much
as possible,

Let us deal with the myth that Bir-
mingham students are all f{rom
wealthy families, are raised by nan-
nies, have trust funds and drive
Porsches to school. Absolutely not
true. We have many wealthy fami-
lles, 1t is true. We also have many
families, more than generally recog-
nlzed, which are poor by common
definitlon.

So why are our test scores so con-
sistently high? They are right at the
top In the state. The sociocconomic
demographles would indicate that
we should not score 50 high, but we
do: We do because we have the re-
sources for remedlal reading teach.
ers, counsclors to deal with potentlal
dropouts, a personalized curriculum
If you will.

But at least as Important, we have
arental and
ty involvement and support.

ANY LEVELING of our resources
will destroy much of that involve-
ment and commitment which we
have nurtured so carefully. The
school system will be less our sys.
tem, Local control is impartant to
us, We feel we should be able to con-
tinue to provide that tevel of ser-
vices to our sludents. We want to
help others, too, but taking it from
Blrmingham and other distriets like
Blrmingham is not going to make
the Impact we need.

‘The Number One goal of the Mich-
Igan Qut-of-Formula District Associ-
ation Is to bring more money into the
educational system. Again and again
we have spent our time and consid-
erable resources working on leglsla-
tion and bringing about changes that
have benefited only in-formula dis-
tricts and students. ~

We need statesmen who will fight
with determination to make the Bir-
mingham experience avaltable to all
students. Qur taxpayers are willlng
to pay more for quality.

Dr, Roger Gnruelinl.t _hgs been

super or Bir
Public Schools since 1978. He is
also a former high school princi-
pal and assistant superintendent
Jor the West Bloomfield school
district. He is chairman of the
Michigan Out-of-Formula Dis-
trict Association.

21st district race
Her job saving is cue to voters

THERE IS JUST ONE rcal issue
in Tuesday's clection for the 21st
Oakland County Commission Dlstrict
seat, That issue ts who will do the
best job of representing the district,
which includes 17 Southfield pre-
cincts south of 10 Mile and four pre-
cinets In Farmington Hills,

The person elected has a tough act
to follow. Alexander Perinolf, who

- if successful, her role
- could have a .

signiticant impact on
. public services in the
: region.

dled in August, was respected for his
work as a commissioner. His succes-
sor will serve out the remaining year
of Perinof('s term.

Experience and understanding of
the job glve the edge to Democrat
LILLIAN JAFFE-OAKS. A former
Southfleld City Council presldent,
Jaffe-Oaks pledges to work hard at
being a llaison with state and tocal
governments. If successful, her role
could have a significant effect upen
publlc services in the reglon.

Jatfe-Onks has time and interest
to contribute to the job, and the self-
confldence to admit when she needs
to do more research on ssues, Vot-
ers can expect to recelve full value
in return for votes cast electing LIL-
LIAN JAFFE-OAKS to represent
the 21st District.

e Obseruer & Eccentric Newspapers

Lillian Jatfe-Oaks
votera’ best choice

-

Farmington readers’ forum

Letters must be signed, original copies and include Ihe address and telephone num-
ber of Ihe writer. None can be relurned. Names will be withheld trom publication onfy
for sufficient reason. Letters should be limited to 300 words in most cases. We
reserve the right 1o edit them, Send letters to Readers’ Forum, Farmington Observer,
332083 Grand River Ave., Farminglon 48024,

Tree lighting is memorable

To the edltor:

Parents who decry overcommer-
cialization of the hollday season
should plan next year to bring thelr

ing to the tree-lighting cere-
mony sponsored by the F
Area Jaycees at the Farmington His-
torical Muscumn.

Of (he several hundred who sang
carols and gloried in the spangling
lights on the 15-foot spruce Sunday
night, Nov. 22, more than half were

youngsters,

Their eyes were large as they min.
gled In the crowd on the lawn, held
flickering candles, and were them.
selves warmed with hot chocolate.

Farmington's roats go deep, and
fortunate Indeed are those of us who
five close enough to thrill once agatn
to the coming of the holidays as por-
trayed at the museum.

The joy of community was thick

enough to cut that Sunday, thanks
again to the Jaycees, the museum
folk, and the wonderful tonality of
the North Farmington High School
cherus.

Fortunate indeed are the Farm-
fngton youngsters who do not have
thelr holidays bounded by the neat.
st shoppling mall,

Jean M. Fox,
Farmington Jiills

Hotel’s staffers very helpful

To the editor:
Fashion isa

im g!. the new Radisson Sultes Hotel
n

trade market show for the women's
{ashion Industry. -

Steve Barnaby managing edior

Rich Perlberg assisianl managing edtor
Dick Isham general manager

Richard Brady direclor of adverlising
Fred Wright director of circulation

Suburban Communications Corp.
Philip Power chairman of the board
Richard Aginlan president

Our ‘s reps  will
bring thelr new scason's samples to
a hotel room, set up a temporary

Hills, We originally
booked this market In May, when we
looked at blucprints and went on a
construction tour.

The reality of the hotel surpassed
our fondest hopes. The setling was

and sel
with buyers for stores within that
territory to come and view their
lines.

Our first market was held Nov. 8-

. and lovely, the rooms ex-
tremely comfortable.

But the best part of the hotel ls

their staff — their amiles, willing-

ness to be helpful and gencral attl-

tude made being at (he Radisson
Sultes a dellght.

Were we pleased? We're booking
our next five markets for 1988 at the
same hotel. Thelr “Yes, I can!” atti-
tude made the difference.

We would recommend the accome
modations at the Radisson Sultes Ho-
tel wholeheartedly. This hotel Ls tru.
ly an asset to your community.

Edward and Lee Melton, directors
* Michigan Fashion Exposition



