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: Q. Scvernl years ago you gave

some safety tips for chooslng toys. T
cut It out far a friend, Now I bave a
grandchlld, and she can't flnd the are
ticle. Can you repeat those sugges-
tlons? Thank you.

B.C,, Blrmingham

A. You must be thinking about hol-
1day gifts — Just around the corner. 1
tracked down the article 2nd found
the suggestions worth repeating:

AL the top of your gift list put:
Think safety first! Every toy sotd
can be dangerous to some children,

Littte kids can choke on llttle ob-
jects. Games 1abeled “for ages 4-7°
may be fun .for two-ycar-old David
— he may even win the game. But
he'll also put the small pleces in his
mouth. In general, the industry is
making safer toys, but parents still

. need to use good judgment and com-

mon sense,
- Parcnts know the ablllties of their
children best. Be a label reader.

Age labets give Indlcations as to
what age group is lkely to enjoy the
toy. Some labels signal toy hazards.
“Contains small parts” or “not In-
tended for children under three” are
good examples.

But labels seldom tell consumers

what the hazards may be, So pay at-
tention to label suggestions, but
check the toy and use your good
Judgment.

If you shop for toy bargains at

yard or garage sales and Ahrift.

shops, be especially cautlous. Metal
cars and trucks may have sharp edg-
es. Dart sets with loose rubber tips

TFoys safer, but parent

can — and have — put out a child's
eye. !

THESE TOY shopplag tips are
from the US. Consumer Product
Safety Commlsslon:

® Don't buy a toy a child needs to
“grow into.” If a bicycle is too big
now, ke or she wlll fal} and get hurt
— now. N
@ Avold toys with glass or, fraglle
plastic that can break apart and ex-
pose cutting edges.

® Be alert for any toy with
jagged cdges, protrusions or rough

edges.

® Avold dolls or stuffed animals
that have eyes or noses that pull of!,
sharp points, plns, metal pronges or
the like.

s must be selective .

® Ask whether the brightly col
ored markings or” bulldlng blocks
contaln toxic lcad paint, or if the
cuddly stuffed chick “with reat fur”
Is preserved with arsenic.

® Make sure all directions and in-
structlons are clear to you. Ideally,
they should be clear to the child,
also, For cxample exploding caps
say “Do no lire closer than one foot
from the car.” If a child can't under-
stand and follow this warning, don't
. buy the caps or cap gun.

‘® Keep in mind the child’s age,
Interests and skill level.

® Look for quality design and
constructlon in toys — not “bar-
gains.”

ONCE THE TOY is unwrapped,

remember: p

® Toss out apy plastic wrapping
materlals immediately, beforo they
become deadly playthings and suffo-
cate a youngster.

© Check toys perlodically for
breakage and potential hazards, El-
ther {ix them or throw them away.

© Younger children will always
want to play with toys meant for
their older brothers and sisters.
Teach the older ones to store these
items safely away.

@ Don't attach cords or strings
that can trip up yousg children or,
worse, strangle them.

@ If toys are stored In a toy chest,
make sure that it has no heavy lid
that can fall unexpectediy on a

ﬁhlld'll f dneck or, hud.l chw chests
ave lid-sypporiers, older ones can
be easily rétrofitted.

® 1f toys are stored In plastic gar-
bage cans bought for this purpose,
arill ioles in the sides and tops, so if
a child should “hide” In it, he won't
suffocate.

© Pass a copy of these reminders
along to relatives and friends who
buy toys for thelr children or yours
- and have a safe hollday scason.

The Consumer Mailbag an-
swers your questions. Address
mail to the Consumer Mailbag,
Concern Detroit, Inc., One Kenne-
dngcquare, 4th Floor, Detroit, MI
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A Thoughtful Remembrance

SOMERSET — THE MALL
Big Beaver Road at C?Qrgdge, Troy

Monday - Saturday T0-9
Sunday 11-6 \

CROSS COUNTRY SKI SALE

/ﬂ?@m\akings of aqual

nameyChurchill?

Reg.
P ROSSIGNOL 379.95 '49.85 Grey or brown. $70
N FISHER 199,95 '79.95
ELAN 190.00 '49.95
- TRAK 199.95 *69.95
% - EPOKE 199,00 *49.95
/i = BLIiZZARD $199.95 '69.95
SALAMON 189.95 '69.95
< 601BOOT
Kids Exchange Program

Chicago: Wabash at Madison (12|
T

< 32715 Grond Rivar
£ Benchmark Fupine
- 477-8116

Wiien you invest in one of our Churchifl hats, you're investing
in old world craftsmanship and quality. For each hat is made
Ly skilled artisans and reflects the Churchill legacy of fine
gentlenien's headwear. Shown: The Futlong in a plush velour
{inish with cord band. Grey, nutmey or navy. $70. The
Gareison with a smooth fur felt finish and gros grain band.

toy Michigan: Somet
Capper & Capper Charge, American Express, Visa, Mastercaed

The mark of 2

truc collectible

is the finencss of
its crafting. Here arc i

two excellent cxamples, P

frum our 1987 Catalogue

Doublc Swans, hand-paint- I

ed in the famous fish-net [&3F

pattern, from Herend; $271

“Let this convey m

love to you,'’ box, hand- |}

cnamecled in the 18th, (4

Century English ¢

manner, from |

<,

ity hat begins with a

charles w. WARREN

svan i et

}-236.3800 / Old Orchard { Oakbrook somrmeT i 1)) 409 WAL

rsct Mall {313)-643-6700

broadening our assortment of the finest furniture

Thomasville Gallery.
make room for the consfruction.

EVERYTHING
WILL BE:
REDUCED
INCLUDING:

HENREDON
CENTURY
THOMASVILLE
SIMMONS
SUGH

MGM

SHERRIL
HICKORY
STIFFEL
MARLBRO
HECKMAN
MASTERCRAFT
CHAPMAN &

remodeling sale
Scott-Shuptrine will be completely remodeled. We will be

renovating our existing Henredon Gallery and adding a
We need to clear out existing Stock 10 2

v SAVE 20™-60"

On all furniture floor samples
including area carpets, lamps,
original oll paintings and accessories.
Sale prices will be in effect
for all special orders, too.

lines,

S 50 Off  60° Off
A SELECTED SELECTED - -
. %{E SHERRIL CENTURY "

: ) SOFA.S PIECES

50* Off

50" Off

SELECTED- MOST SIMMONS
HENREDON . BEAUTYREST X
PIECES MATTRESSES & B

. FOUNDATIONS

UNION ¢ _ ‘ GROSSE POINTE FARMS
NATIONAL Our Inferor Design Service wil be avaiiale Convenlently kcated just off 194 1
‘ ivoughout the sale. at the Moioss 7 Mie) extl, sast to £

. Mack Ave. and south on Mack.
- Use Your Mastercard., Visa or Scott’s Revolving Charge.

" DELVERY IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS ON IN-STOCK MERCHANDISE,




