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Brain injuries have hidden, delayed effects.

Physlclans and rescarchers from
around the world are calling for a
five-year study of mild braln Inju-
rles. They're seeking to understand
the long-term effects and treat pa-
tients.

More than 230 experts gathered at
the University of Mlchigan Medical
Center to swap (deas on diagnosing
and trealing the natlon's 1,5 million
people hospitalized cach year for
mild and moderate brain injuries.

“What arc the hidden effects of
mild head injury? .. .The lssues
are much too unclear,” said Dr,
Thomas W. Langfitt, professor of
neurosurgery and former vice presi-
dent for heaith affalrs at the Unlver-
sty of Pennsylvanta.

"We haven't resolved the ques-
tlons, There's still a tremendous
amount of work to be done,” he told
the gathering in Ann Arbor.

THEIR RESEARCH has shown:

Senate passes

curb on

AP = A bill that would allow non-
residents to vote on imposing or in-
creasing a city Income tax has
cleared the Michigan Senate, but
there is no sign the Michigan House
isinclined to accept it.

Sponsored by Sen. Gilbert DiNello,
D-East Detroit, the bl passed on 2
22-8 vole without debate and now
goes to the House,

However, Lhe Republlcan-con-
trolled Senate has passed such legis-
lation in the past, and It has dled in
the Democrat-controlled House.

Citles currently can Impose or In-
crease laxes on non-residenis who
work there without P;xtending them
the right to vote. DiRello and others
argue that Is uxmun without repre-
sentation.

However, oppancnu of such legls-
lation contend non-residents would
usually op| tax boosts, thus hind-
ering citles from undertaking necded
projects. And they say it would be
adminlstratively difficult to include
non-residents In a tocal tax vote.

IRONICALLY, THE non-resident
voting bill passed shortly after the
Scnate approved a measure to per-
mit a special tax vote in Battle
Creek ~ but after removing a provi-
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ity tax
sion that would have permitted non-
resldents to vate.

‘The bill, designed to permit a vole
on the financing of improvements of
city streets and drainage projects,
passed on a vote of 23-8 and was sent
to the House,

Sponsoring Sen. John Schwarz, R-
Battle Creek, said the measure was
necded so clty voters would get a
chance to declde whether they want
10 ralse the city income tax from 1
percent to 1.4 percent.

Taxes for those who work in the
city but don't live there weuld rlse
from 0.5 percent to 0.7 percent.

Comblned with a speclal assess-
ment, the taxes would ralse $50 mll-
llon over 13 years for the local im-
provements, according to Schwarz.
The income tax would raise 48 per-
cent of that amount, he said.

“1 look at this as a self-help bill
for Battle Creek,” Schwarz sald.
“The Senate is not raising anyone’s
taxes."

AMENDMENTS TO extend the
votlng rights to non-residents failed
on votes of 15-15 and 17-12 despite
arguments [rom senators who share
DiNclo's taxation phllosophy.
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® Mlld and moderate brain inju-
rics account for 90 percent of all
braln injuries,

® Incidence of brain injury In
males is double that of females.

® 50 percent of brain Injury vic-
tims are between 15 and 34 years of
age.

8. 50 percent of mild and moder-
ate brain injuries are tled to motor
vehicles.

® Weeckends have the highest
number of brain Injurles,

® People wlith concusslons and
other forms of mild brain Injury
have slgnificant cognitlve and beha-
vioral problems months after im-
pact. Delayed return to wark, a loss
of concentratlan, headaches, dlzi-
ness and other problems often sur-
face after the Injury, yet seldom are
tied to the Injury.

THE EXPERTS concluded that
more research Is needed to better di-
agnose and treat victims injured tn
the home and workplace, on the
street and in athletics.
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Inltial dlagnosls ¢f mild and mod-
erate brain Injurles can be difficult,
and even with accurate

for medical alfairs at U-M, said the
problem is substantial. “{This} trau-
ma and its affcet our

later problems often are not recog-
nized.
Wayne Alves, director of rescarch
In the Department of Neurosurgery
at the Unlverslty of Pennsylvania,
said, “Anything can happen after a
mild head Injury, and everything
that can happen, does . . . but an
carly and agresslve effort can get
people back into their routine.”

The symposlum was jolntly spon-
sored by the 1 of

soclety toa dcgrec that far outstrips
the AIDS epldemic, yet support for
trauma rescarch, from all sources,
accounts for only a small percentage
of resources assigned Lo Lhat one dls-
case — important as that may be,”
he sald.

Children recover more qulckly

and completely from all but the .

most severe head Injuries, according
to Mark Yivisaker, program director

and Genenl Motors Curp GM co-
sponsored the effort as part of its on-
golng research efforts to improve
automobile safety,

DR JULIAN T. HOFF, chief of
neurosurgery at the U-M Medical
Center and one of the symposium or-
ganizers, sald workshops will take
place during he next flve years to
help better understand the problem
of mild and moderate braln Injurles.

Dr. George Zuldema, vice provost

—Chuck Yeager

of the R Center of New
York.

MORE THAN 200,000 children in
the United States are hospitallzed
each year with mild and moderate
braln injuries.

Of them, 15,000 need prolonged
hospitalizatlon, and 4,000 die each
year from cranlocerebral trauma,
Ylvisaker said.

Falls account for 43 percent of all
mild and moderate head injurics in
children, followed by motor vehicles,
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head injuries in children re-
sult tn tmpaired attention, impaired
new learning, impaired lunguage
manipulation, & reduced tolerance
for stress and impulsiveness, irrita-
bility, withdrawal and apathy, Yl
visaker sald. But injured chlidren, on
the whale, do not experience marked
failure in school.

J. DOUGLAS MILLER of the De-
partment of Clinical Neurosciences
at the University of Edinburgh in
Scotland studied more than 2,000
clderly patients with mild and mod-
crate head injuries.

Some of hls {indings contradicted
conventlonal findings that more
women than men suffer head inju-
ties among the ciderly, and that the
highest Incidence of head injuries
happen on Thursday — the day pen-
sion checks are issued in Edinburgh,
he said.

Manuscripts from the symposium
will be assemblcd and a book will be
published late next year,
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