’87 to be Oakland’

Value in
millions of

1985

1886 198
T~ .

By ¥im Richard
stalf writar

For the constructlon industry In
Oakland County, 1987 won't be as
good os o year ago. But It will still be
ahead of 1985,

An estimated $1.4 billion in bulld-
Ing permits will be Issued this year,
a 9-percent decline from the record
$1.53 billjon of 1986.

“We need a little breather. We'te
not prepared to handle that kind of
growth,” sald Joseph D. Joachim, di-
rector of the county's department of
community and economic develop-

ment.

In 1985 focal units across the
county lssued $1.23 billion In per-
mits, 50 this year is the second big-
gest on record.

“}1GH TECH s more recession
proof than manufacturing.” said
Joachim, explaining Oakland’s con-
tinued strength.

»Just-jn-lime” delivery to auto
plants means there should be fewer
uzs and downs for suppliers, he add-
cd.

Jack Driker, Oakland's marketing
and rescarch coordinator, under-
scored those ideas In his 1988 fore-
cast.

“if the national cconomy does
well,” Driker sald, “we look for good
performance in Oakland County.
Forecasts for the natlonal economy
range from flat to strang growth.
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s 2nd best building year

emplayment since 1980 and dramat-
le growth In technical and other ser-
vice scctors have resulted in 2
stronger, more dlversifled eccono-
my." .

ON THE BASIS of nine-month re-
ports, Driker has made these projec:
tions for each segment of the con-
structlon industry for 1987

o Commerclal {retall} — the hot
spot at $53 million, up 54 percent
from a year ago.

® Residentlal — $528 mlllion,
down less than $1 milllon and 02
percent {rom the 1986 level, indlcat-

ing people are still moving into Oak- -

land to live.
o Industrial — $74 million, down
38 percent from last year’s $119 mil-

lion.

» Office — $129 million, down 42
percent from last year’s $22¢ mil-
tion.

® Other — $287 million for the
{irst nlnc months, up nearly 15 per-
cent from the same period of 1985.
This segment includes hotels,
churches, institutions, amusements
places and schools. Many are non-
taxable by local government but the
still mean jobs for the construction
Industry and peaple who work there.

AMONG THE companles building
in Oakland currently, high technolo-
gy dominates, Driker sald.

Under way in 1987 were the

ware Corp., Diolight Technology Inc.
GE Plastics.

Also Akezo Coatings, Lear Siegler
Technlcal Center, Harvard Indus-
trles, American ex Corp.,
Budd Co. Technical Center, Alps
Electric Co. (USA) Ine., FEV of
America, Siemens' Technlcal Ser-
vice Center, Borg Warper Automo-
tive Inc., ITT Automotive Inc., Pen-
tair Corp. and GMF Robotics.

BUT IF THE construction Indus-
try is strong, the overall state ple-
turc may be weaker, according to R.
Stephen  Nicholson, chancellor of
Oakiand Community College.

“There is a possible executive or-
der reduction of 3 percent” In state
ald, he warned the board of trustees
recently.

In OCC's case, state ald makes up
a bit less than one-third of the col-
lege budgel, %0 8 3-percent cut
amounts to an overall 1-percent cut
in the $44 miilion budget.

“It will be prudent,” Nicholson
said, "I we reduce expenditures the
next couple of months."

The Michigan Constitution re-
qulres the governor (o reduce €x-
penditures during the flscal year
when it appears revenues are drop
ping. Local units and colleges de-
pendent on state ald received a se-
res of executive order cuts in mid:
stream during the 1980-B3 recession.

Nevertheless, sald Nicholson,
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This year will be Oaktand County's second best for construc-
tion, according to an estimate by the office of community and

eéonomic development.

Roads In Oakland County will ben-
oft to the tune of $8 million to $15
milion §f a package of legislative
blYis becomes iaw.

"We applaud the legislators who
recognized the road needs and voted
fof the package," said Fred D.
Hdughten, who chalrs the county
road commlssion.

“About $8 million to $15 million of
nelw state money will be coming an-
punlly to Cakland County for county
roads, city and village streets, we es-
timate,” Houghten sald.

1t's stitl short of the $740 miillon
over 10 years that county roads need
to;acco! te economic growth,
he. said, The road commisslon ar-
rived at that number by tallying the
estimates of local officlals county-
wide,

“THE NEXT GOAL,” sald Sen.
Richard Fessler, R-West Bloomfleld,
il be reaching a compromise that
addresses the needs of both -chame

Transportation Committee, and Rep.
Curtls Hertel, D-Detroit, his House
counterpart, worked in their com-
mittees and as floor managers of the
$110 miltion package.

Because of differences in the two
chambers' versions, the bills must go
to a House-Senate conference com-
mittee. “The prognosis for success s
excelient,” sald Fessier, “It iz my
hope that we can begin negotiations
this week with the expectation of

to Oakland County's Children Village

this year.

“Group gifts," toys and clothing
are being collected for Children's
Village, a residential care facility
for 213 neglected and abused boys

d girls,
“The youngsters in Children's vil-
lage are In need of our generosity

sald
ecutive Danlel T. Murphy. He out.
tined how clvic groups and corpora-

- tions are helplng Santa. .

UNDER GROUP gifts, groups
#gdopt a buildlng,” glving things all
residents of a building can use,

These include appilances, sports
equipment, household items and
time to share with children. Greg
Aless), recreation speclalist, coord]-
nates the program bi» collecting
serish llats™ from the kids. He can be

Fessler, as chairman of the Sepate -

Sonta-Claas will make three trips’

OCRC, Fessler
laud road bills

putting a fair package on the gover.
nor's desk before the end of the
year 8

Fessler estimated the package
would be worth $10 million to $12
mililon for Oakland.

ONE BILL would raise drivers’ 1i-
cense fees, The other would raise ve-
hicle registration fees.

Revenues from these state-collect-
«d taxes are distributed to the Michl-
gan Department of Transportation,
county road authorities and muniel-
palities under an elaborate formula.

Elforts to give countles power to
levy voter-authorized Jocal taxes
have been unsuccessful. A key loss,
for example, was House defeat of a
bill to allow local units to levy “Im-
pact fees” on Industrial and com-
mercial developers — a variation of
the special assessment for street

Nor has Gov. James. J, Blanchard
softened his position agalnst increas-
ing the state gasollne tax,

NEVERTHELESS, Houghten was
upbeat in bis review of many efforts
to Increase road funding.

He cited: $32 million in federal aid
for Pontlac’s Walton Boulevard aod
other projects; a $5 million appropri-
ation from the county general fund
surplus for roads; and $750,000 from
the state Department of Commerce
for Big Beaver Road in Troy.

“Not a bad record for a first year
effort toward a 10-year goal,” sald
Houghten.

Santa‘to visit -
Children’s Village

called in Pontiac at 858-1135.

A 20-family group called the Cass
Lake Santa Club, Providence Hospl-
tal, a General Motors press metal
workers gorup, Jewish War Veter-
ans, Detroit Edison employees and
an Oakland Universlty group were
among Santa’s 1986 helpers.

TOYS IN good condition are being
collected at two drop-off boxes: .

® Fi gton Hills City Hall,
31555 11 Mile west of Orchard Lake

Road. {
® The lobby of The Playground,
:;.l‘vl Orchard Lake Road \n Orehard
Several Pontlac churches are col-

tecting warm clothing in good cond!-

tion. They are: Apostollc Church of
Christ, 1400 University Drive; New
Bethel Baptist Church, 154 Branch;
and Central United Methodist, 3882

Men. if you're about to turn 18, it's
* time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Office.
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