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THE ONLY THREAD that
is coll of 1 quilts

ARNING; SEEING
“MAGIC n the Mind's
Eye” at Meadow Brook

Art Gallery could be
hazardous to your complacency. .
‘This s one ahow you-won't forgot
casily. This highly unlikely assort-
ment of art literally vibrates with
energy.
Actually, the exhibition, on
3 through Dee. 27, is the second of two
“ parts because thls collection, which
{ belongs to Birmingham lawyer
1 Kempf Hogan, is too extensive for a
single show. Some of the pleces [rom
Part I are also In this ene, because
they worked well with the quilts.

As Merry Silber, Birmingham
quilt expert and textile curator for
Part II, began assemble her ldeas
for the display of Hogan's quilts, she
discovered some exciting associa-
tions that crossed media, time and
geographlcal boundarics.

“I put things together for color —
how well they looked color-ise,”
Siiber sald. “1 think magic is the best
word — how are you golng to de-
scribe what the connectlon is? Usu-
ally there's a theme, this was a chal-
lenge.”

and textiles, sculpture, ceramics,
farm implements, toys, folk art
scenes, whirliglgs and wind toys,
tribal objects, furniture and decora-

lve objects is that they all caught. In)

Hogan's eye.

*“It's all through the eye,” he said
as he supervised the Installaton of
Part 11, “If It isn't magic, it's mer-
chandlse.”

Hogan sald what makes him
choose a piece s “an undefinable,
gut reaction.”

Hogan doesa't llke to have people
try to categorize or describe his col-
lectlon In esateric terms, he said.

“That's not what it's about,” he
sald as he worked on the arrange-
ment of the items in the exhiblt. "It's
Itke a duplicate bridge hand — you
can play It In a endless variety of
ways and still have a lot of fun.”!

Hogan becomes an artist creating
a gigantic, changing assemblage as
he choose works for his collection,
which he keeps artfully displayed in
his apartment, or for this brief inter-
val, at Meadow Brook Gallery,

Silber stood back to look at ene
seetion of wall where a bluc-and-
white windmlil pattern (contempo-
rary varlatien) qullt from the 19203

was hanging beside two beaded, hide
shirts from the Hidatsa (American)

Indian tribe, The interaction caused *

her to comment, “We flnd it very op,

op, op — the juxtaposition of the

wh!lqe-andmlue quilt with the bead-
8."

- EVEN MORE STARTLING to
Sliber, Hogan and gallery curator
Klich! Ulsul was the visudl excite-
ment created when they placed a
group of pots by Ann Arbor artlst
Susanne Stephenson beneath a large,
shaped painting, “Processlon,” by
Ron Gorchev.

An outstandlng corner was creat.
ed when a large, terra cotta-painted

as a painter or sculptor would to making a work of

lector’s magic

kind of rich color into their palnt-
ng.”

Hogan cnjoyed unrolllng the long
scroll, which Cranbrook-trained art-
ist Terrance Main did on hls honey-
moon with Impressions of the places
they stopped and the people they

saw.

Hogan looked at the series of indi-
vidua! paintings as if he was scelog
1t for the flrst time, commonting on
the beauty of the colors and the
wonders of the Lmpressions,

USUI WAS PARTICULARLY
pleased with the row of dresses from
Afghanistan, which were hung high
on the back wall.

wood, Connecticut pig farm trade
sign was placed in front of a brown.
* and-earth-tone quilt in the log cabin
pattern. Silber and Hogan deliberat.
ed about whether Michael Hall's
sculpture “Transtar” should be
placed near the qulit,

Usul sald he was amazed at this
coltectlon in which the only common
denominater s the “visual affinity.”

“1 was very impressed with the
quality of each plece — cach has a
quality of its own. I am very im-
pressed with the 19th-century Amish
qullts — many contemporary Amer-
lean painters are dylng to get that

This S0
that It takes time to digest. It is, as
Usui suggested, a profile of the col~
lector. The catalog is well put lo-
gether and helps immeasurably Is
understanding the scope and sweep
of the collection and the collector.

1t contines through Sunday, Dec.
27, Hours are 1.5 p.m, Tuesday-Fri-
day, 2-6:30 p.m. Saturday and Sun-
day and 7:30 p.m. through the first
intermission when there is a Mead-
ow Brook Theatre performance.

Staff photos by
Camille McCoy

The interaction of the fence from the pig farm, a antique log
cabin pattorn qulit and a contemporary sculptor by Michael
Hall creates s powerful force. Bolow, textile curator for the
show, Merry Silber, checks a display of contemporary Ameri-
can Indian pottery from the Southwost

OU chorus Iebrates

- Mary Jardine Bonnett drivos from Windsor to sing with her :
mother, June Jardine of Troy, In the Oakland University Com-

munity Chorus.

By Cathie Broidenbach
spoclol writer

The Oakland University Commu-
nity Chorus Is celebrating lts sliver
annlversary this year with 134 en-
thustastic members, A quarter cen-
tury ago when the chorus was start-
ed 23 a gesture to the community,
only 12 people showed up for the
first meeting.

June Jardin of Troy remembers
the early years when the group met
in churches and gymnasiums before
Varner Hall was bullt. She and her
daughter Mary jolned together 20
years ago and have been returning
falthfully cach year,

Although she marrled and moved
to Windsor last March, Mary Jardin
Bennett still comes home every
week to sing, She crosses the Detrolt
Rlver to meet her mother and drive
to Rochester for the regular Tuesday
evenlng rehearsal of the chorus.

Like many otbers, June and Mary
are drawn back year after year by
the challenge of the music and by the
‘yim and vigor” of director John Do-
varas who “makes it fun.” “Some-
times he dances around up there. He
lets you know when he's pleased with
hm you've done; sometimes he'll
wink."

Twenly two years ago, Dovaras,
assoclate professor of music at Oak-
land University, began directing the
chorus and selecting challenging mu-
slc for the group to perform.

He says, “The works we chooss
aren't tca and crumpet music, The
chorus sings the great, large choral
masterpleces of tho centurles. We
scldom repeat pleces. The Bach

.

John Dovaras

Magnificat s the most repeated
work and we've only done it three
times, We've sung In Hebrew, Ger-
man, French, Italian, Latlo and even
Greek.”

THROUGH THE YEARS, the
group has sung at numerous church-
s andd temples, &t the Music Hall
and at the Meadow Brook Pavilion.
They've performed with the Detrolt
Symphony Orchestra, with Aaron
Copeland and with Dave Brubeck for
the premier of hiy work, “The Gates
of Justice."

The major concert of this fall
term takes place Dec. 11 at Vamer

‘Once you know the music, it never
leaves you. After you've sung with
people for a few rehearsals, you feel
you've known them all your life.’

— Michael Kollins

Hall and will fenture Honegger's
Christmas Cantata sung by the Com-
munity Chorus merged with the Unl-
versity Student Chorus,

“The mature volces and rich vocal
experiences of the Community Cho-
rus complement the, youthful sing-
crs, " says Dovaras, who teaches
music, history and music theory at
the University. He also directs the
Student Chorus and off campus
serves as musle director for Kirk in
the Hills Chureh in Bloom{leld Hills,

On Sunday, April 10, as climax of
the winter term, the Chorus will per-
form Verdi's “Requiem" with the
Ponllac Oakland Symphony In the
Pontlac Central High School audito-

rium,

To celebrate the Chorus's sliver
anniversary, Dovaras has gone
through the roster for the past 12
years and invited aluman! to return
for the celebration, In addition to its
traditional concerts, the mixed cho-
rus will hold special concert recep-
tions and an anniversary dinner,

ADULTS REGISTER TO SING
with the chorus through the Univer-

Offlce and

of music. Auditions are “painless.”
Dovaras promises. They primarily
glve him an opportunity to cheek vo-
cal ranges. Only occasionally does he
reject a singer.

“We have people from all walks of
1ife and all professions — unlversity
deans, bigwigs in the auto industry,
doctors, lawyers, architects” he
sald. He estimates the average age
to be about 46 and says most peaple
sing with (e group for three or four

ears.

v At 75, Michacl Kolllns of Bloom.
field Hills proves the rule. He joined
21 years ago when his oldest son
started at Oakland University, He
says, 1 felt T could learn 50 much
about musle from him. When we sing
in other languages, he inspires us to
learn the meaning of the words so
we can give the necessary f{eeling to

Ask Kollins for highlights of hls
years with the chorus years and the
flow. He 3

working under Sixten Ebrling when
the Meadow Brook Chorus, {(the
name for the summer semesier

ity C: 1
pay $30 cach semester plus the cost

Pteasa turn to Pago 7



