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Hills:

By Joanne Maliszewski
staff writer

Farmington Hills officials are
standing alone in their support of a
troubled federally financed Oakland
County jobs and training program.

Othet mid- and southern-Oakland
County communitics, however, have
filed a resolution of intent with Gov.
James Blanchard to credte a new
South Oakland County Consortium to
provide training and job placement.

A new service delivery area is
supposed to include contiguous com-
munities totaling 200,000 in popula-
tion.

“The caich is that the Job Train-
ing Partnership Act funds for our
communitics are administered
through a department of Oakland
County. which is not satisfying our
needs.” Robert Block, Southfield city
administrator, said in a letter to
Mayor Ben Marks.

i created, the new consortium
would serve as a new service dellv-
ery area for southern Oakland Coun-
ty. The new delivery area would join
the two existing county service de-
livery areas.

The delivery service program ua-
der aunack is known as the Private
Industry Council Balance of Courty.
The remaining program serves the

Pontiac area, Money Is distributed
by the state on the basis of popula-
ton, unemployment and number of
disadvantaged people, said Kathleen
Brang, an Oakland County program
staf{ member.

THE MOVE to create 2 new ser-
viee delivery area apparently has
brewed for some time as participat-
ing communities and subcontractors,
primarily school districts that pro-
vide training, have grown unhappy
with the program’s performance and
adminlstration.

The Job Training Partnershl]

lone supporter in j

‘We hope some
conciliation can be
brought about. We
want some changes
made.’
— Gloria Kennedy
Southfield community
placement

“We hope some conciliation can be/

brought about,” sald Gloria Kenne-

p Act
replaced the p ive Em-
ployment Training Act that drew o
a close in the early 1980s. The JTPA
was enacted in 1983 and Oakland
County programs began in 1984.

Some of the disgruntled subcon-
tractors were oo hand Monday to ex-
plain their position to the council
Complaints range from low per-
formance ratings to the apparent
lack of coordination with ecopomic
development to the loss of incentive
money because of the program's
poor statewide ranking.

Oakland County received approxis
mately $60,000 compared the pro-
gram io the Moaroe area that
received $193,000 in additional in-
ceative money.

dy,

director. Southfleld serves as agent
for programs Involving the Farm-
mgvaon area. “We want some changes
made.

ACCORDING TO proponents,
forming a pew service delivery area
would:

® Glve local labor markets and
Tocal elected officials a volce o the

program.

@ Allow close coordination of
JTPA with economic development
efforts in southern Oakland County.

® Ensure all eligible south Oak-~
1and County residents and businesses
fll_ll!l and equal benefits pravided by

PA.

MADD slates candlelight vigil

The Oaklané Cousty Cbapter of
Mothers Against Druak Drving will
conduct.a Candlelight Vigil on Moo+
day, Dee. 14, 3t 7:30 p.m. at the Nar-
din Park Methodist Church in Farm-
ingron Hulls on 11 Mile. one block
west of M:ddlzbelt

Tre purpose of the vigil. according

to Greg Bien, Oaxland County
MADD president, is to provide a spe-
clal setting In which family and
friends may remember loved ones
who have been killed by drunk driv-
ers. The public is being invited to at-
tend and support the victim families.

The Candlelight Vigil also beginsa

Senate amendment fails

An amendment to bencfit area
senior ¢itizens narrowly missed pas-
sage in the state Senate by a 17-14
vote.

After meeting with senior reaters,
Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farmlngton
Hills, offered an amendment to dou-
hle the maximum limit on the home-
stead property tax eredit they may
clalm.

The amendment would have in-
creased the masimum to $2.400 for
those over 65 years old who may
claim a special credit for the
amount of rent that exceeds 40 per-
cent of their household income.

Fazon said the amendment to SB
279 was a “means to move the cur-
rent $1,200 credit limit toward a re-
flectlon of the reality which has oce
curred, with rental increases in ex-
cess of 100 percent since the
maximum limit was set o 1976."

“Magy seajors who are oa stable
incomes have not been able to keep
up with their rising rents and are
being priced out of thelr apart-
ments,” he added.

The effort did not obtaln the minl-
mum 20 votes needed toamend a bl
on third reading.

1 BIG DAY ONLY

10 a.m.- 5 p.m.

PROCEEDS SUPPORTJCC.
PROGRAMS FOR.
MENTALLY IMPAIRED

period of “hope for a less violent fu-
ture” for MADD as it sponsars other
programs and projects during De-
cember to prevent hollday drunk
driving crashes.

Among them is the“Red Ribbon
campaign” in which citizens are eo-
couraged to tie a red ribbon to thelr
Teft car door mirror or anteana as a
sign to Oakland County that they
hope for a safe holiday season and 3
stop to drunk driving.

*We hope that every citizen of
Oakland County will join us In our
boliday programs. The Candlelight

is a great way to say [ care to
victims,” Bien sald.

For additional information or if
you wish to have a name read at the
vigil, call 333-3060.

The Farmington Hiils City Coun-
cil's decision to silck with the exist-
ing county program was nat unani-
mous. Three counctl members, Joe
Alkateeb, Jan Dolan and Terry Sever
wanted to joln other communities in
sendlng the resolution to the gover-

hope that Lhe .existing county pro-
gram can be improved.

“I'm pot afrald of making 2
change if the change ls golng lo
wake us a more efficlent program.”
Dolan sald, As far as making
changes In the existing program, she
nor. said, “without the pressure (of creat:

Mayor Marks was joined by coun-  ing a pew program), I'm not sure It
cil members Jean Fox, Aldo Vagnoz-  (changes) can be done.”

i and Jody ‘Soronen in giving the Harold McKay, who runs the the
Oakland County program another

chance (o correct reported prob-  program serves ple who, because
of a lack of education or skills, are
difficalt to place and coordinate
with economie development. That
alone can affect the-program's pere
formance level ranking, he sald.

“The people we serve have severe
barriers to employment,” McKay
added.

A year ago, a minimum standard
was set requiring that 40 percent of
those trained should be placed in
job. “Only one public institution (&
Subcontractor) met that," McKay
sald.

“The problem is that some our
subcontractors who were used to
having the money, just don't have
it" McKay conlinued, adding that
performance Is he key.

lems.

*“This is the first time this has
come out in the public that there's a
problem with the county,” Marks
sald. “1 think they deserve the oppor-
tunity (to make changes).”

Other council members volced
similar opinions. “If it's a seasible
system, we should improve what
we've got rather than go with a new
one,” Fox said.

Soronen, who serves as a buslness
representative on the private indus-
try council, said she is copcerned
about creating a new service deliv-

ry area. A new program would add
yet another layer of government, du-
plicate services and lessen the
amount of money distributed among
the county job tralning programs.

“AS WAS stated tonight, there are
not new dollars,” Soronen sald. "You
are talking about duplication of pere
sonnel.”

MCKAY AND staff member
Brang sajd other programs around
the state aren't as Involved with the

ob program

county program under flre, sald the |

difficull to traln. Consequently, thél 38
performance rating Is better. [e11%
1and County Is rated as 25th out of 268
programs around the state. .
“The whole project is to get themii
off welfare and get Lhem lnto a job, "
Brang sald.
In response to complaints,|g
changes are belng made In the coun- i
ty program. For example, atlempts
uce adminis.

In a lelter from the Walled Lake I8
Consolldated Schools, ene af the pro-
gram’s contractors, interim superin.
teadent Barry Roseborough wrote:

" “In the past 1% years, Oakland
Cownty has cul these program er.
vices by 50 percent, although the
program statistics show that the jro-
grans flowlng directly to busiesses B
meel five out of seven ks

progran .
meet Ue labor department's bemch-
marks, though no one defined those
benchmarks. . .-
Farmligton Public Schools supér-
intendent Graham Lewls also seq} &
succinct Jetter in support of creating
a new service dellvery area, -

StHl, other council members
disagreed. Yet they too, expressed

(‘(
Master
Prmber,
-
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YES — THERE IS SAFE ELECTROLYSIS!
at

Farmington Hills Electrolysis Clinic
‘Where all equipment Is sterlized by
hospital procedures for your protection
LOTTIE D. HALPERIN, RE.-C.C.E.
Certified Clinical Electrologist
with extensive medical education and AIDS prevention train-
a separate set of nstruments [s used for each person,
permanent removal of {aclal and body halr.
For Consultation and Fine Electrolysis
Call 851-9175 for Appointment
32910 W. 13 Mile Ad. = Bldg. B-201~ East of Farmington Rd.
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Choose from aver 50 ditferent stylesof 3
“Natural looking” artificial trees - ¥ OFF
Fantastic selection of Lights - both indoor &
outdoor Vo
Nativity Sets « Beautiful assortment of

Good un!

FREE TRIM

WITH PURCHASE OF 6 FOOT OR LARGER
ARTIFICIAL. CHRISTMAS TREE

1t Dec, 10 $10.00 Fens Trim !

garlands v
L wreaths In various sizes
Hundreds of tree trims

Satin, glass and unbreakable o}n};ments

- COUPON = w
BUY ONE S8ET OF TREE LIGHTS!

fancy, imported German glass |
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OF SBAME VALUE \ob
AT % PRICE oot fmal |1

nch a3 peroet

Get broad BooecwRers LErale,
Just ask your “20 jxeble="

20 problem with AstoOwpers.

&

ln:.mcubkwehnm;rhyu-u'u
agent about bocseowner’s discounts. IW's U
4 -

Oerroery nrurmnty
i
YTy e 874 Ann Atbor Rd. Phmouth,
Frank g\and ek o 15
Insurance Agency Closed Wednesday
20393 rumunfe R4 N 459-7410 - v g
Fatmingtoc ¢ 4781177 7 \

. TERRYJOBBIIT

* i —




