Privately run jail
‘great idea’ — Murphy

By Tim Richard
staft wrlter

Oakland County Executive Danlel
T. Murphy is cheering on efforts of a
Dearborn businessman to build a prl-
vate jall for misdemeanor offenders.

“I's a great idea, He's going at It
systematically In light of the atior-
ney general’s opinion,” Murphy sald.

Chip Acey, president of a tool
company, is proposing to build —
and operate — a 448-bed minimum
security jail In southern Wayne
County. It would house non-violent
offenders who are sentenced to jail
but promptly relcased because the
Wayne County Jail Is overcrawded
with felony defendants.

But state attorney General Frank
J. Keltey, In an Oct. 21 opinion, satd
jalis may not be privately operated
though they may be privalely bullt,

“WHETHER MICHIGAN does It
this time or another time — it's still
a better way,” said Murphy, a Re-
publican who advocates contracting
government work to business when.
ever It will cut cost.

“It {Acey’s plan) doesn't take awny
from the sherlIl’s responsibliity. The
sherlff still sets the standards,” Mur-

phy sald.

“"We've talked to Chip Acey. I
don't see a problem with the practl-
caldslde of operating a jail, Murphy

sald.

Murphy has proposed that Oak-
land, Wayne and Macomb counties
hire a private company to bulld a
jail that all three countics can use
for minlmum sceurity offenders.
Wayne County prosecutor John
0'Hair said In an interview he would
consider the idea.

Under Murphy’s proposal, the
countles would pay the private con-
tractor on a per-diem basls, Several
states — Tennessee, Florlda, Minne-
sota, Californla and Texas among
them — reportedly already have pri-
vately-operated jails.

“IT'S A tremendous savings in the
long run,” Murphy sald.

“It costs us as much to house a
drunk driver for six or elght hours as
It does for a felony criminal,”” Mur-
phy satd.

Persons charged with [clontes are
housed in county jalls (unless they
post bond) while awalting trial and
after convictlon while awalting sen-
tence to a state prison,

County jalls also house persons
convicted of lesser offenscs requir-
ing less than a year in jail. It Is these
persons Acey is proj g to house [n
a privately-built and operated jail.

{

Attorney General Frank J. Kelley’s
opinion said jails may not be privately
operated though they may be privately
built. And Wayne County Sherift
Robert Ficano opposes privately

) operated jails.

FRANK WILKERSON, Acey's
Tawyer, said, “We've already started
discussing this with legislators.” He
will seck to change the law to allow
private flrms to operate Jalls.

Wilkerson was adminlstrator of
the Wayne County Jall in the days
when William Lucas was sheriff.
Wiikerson also sought the 1986 Dem-
ocratle nomination for county cxecu.
tive. He |s now In private legal prac-
tice,

But Robert Ficano, current Wayne
Caunty sherilf, opposes privately-op-
erated jalts,

“There have been too many ques.
tlons that have never been answered.
What happens If it goes bankrupt?
What about llability? The U.S. Su-
preme Court says civil rights viola-
tlons cannot be delegated to private
industry — so if there s an offense,
a municipality or the county is still
responsible,” Ficano said.
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Pre-Christmas Sale
SAVE 50%

‘Wa aro pleasod 10 present our now Designer Scrios
of Elegant 18K Gold Baguette Diamond Jowolry.

Exquisite 18 K. Gold Rings

with Baguette Diamonds
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*Subjoct 10 prior sale
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Seo our complote ring soieclion of 18K Yellow
Goid with Olamonds, Rubles, Emeralds

SNor

2602N, Woodward FJewelersS IS
at 12% Mile Rd. Crumntmas Hours Y 28
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dropery-boutique
HPPBECIHTION SﬂI.G! drapery boutique wants to

i THANK ol of our customers for the past 1987 year of loyal support
i and patronage. We wish everyone o HEALTHY HOLIDAY SEASON
and a HAPPY NEW YENR - 1988. We are, therefore, offering a very
special gift as a thank you appreciation...SALE!

FRIDAY DECEMBER 4TH.
5 PM TO 9 PM

GRAND RIVER & HAGGERTY SIS0
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*All Towels

*All Bedspreads

*All Comforters

*All Sheets

Al Sleep Pillows ‘

+All Shower Curtains

*All Lucite Bath
Accessories

*All Wood
Accessories

*All Padded
Seats

*All Hompers )

¢ All Vanity Stools )

*All In-Stock |
Wallpapers i
& Poste !

*[ll Decorative
Pillows

*All Gift Accessories
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Thursday. Docember 3, 1987 O&E

THE SCANDIA DOWN SHOP —
OF BIRMINGHAM HAS EVERYTHING TO
COMPLETE YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING

» White Goose Down Comforter — 30% OFF

« Snuggly, Warm Featherbeds — 25% OFF

« All Decorative Feather Pillows — 25% OFF

+ 100% Merino Wool Mattress Pads — 25% OFF

A store full of ducks and geese and
wonderful gift items for everyone
on your list.

Seandia Down Shop
of Birmingham
255 S. Woodward (Entrance on Brown St.)

313-258-6670

‘Mon.Fri. 10-6; Thurs. 10-; Sat. 10-5:30

© The pulse of your community & The puise of yout community @ The pulsc of
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Ethan Allen

imagine the possibilities

The perfect dining room is a room
where friendly conversation comes
easily. With this Sale, the perfect
decorating ideas come easily too!

Just imagine, from a single chair to
an enlire coordinated dining room,
Ethan Allen designers will help you
select furnishings that make the
ditference. We'll even come to your
home, complimentary.

Come to Ethan Allen today, and you'tl
find decoraling ideas

on dining rooms and
coordinates as limilless as
your imagination. At prices
more wonderful than you
could have imagined!

Ask for your complimentary
copy of the Treasury

— 240 pages filled

wilh dramatic room
setlings and exciting
decorating ideas.

COUNTRYFRENCH _REG _ SALE
44" Round Tapte” 81975 &79.75
Swdo Charr 33975 279.75
Armehart 40975 33475
Table & 4 Sde Chaws 217875 1778.75
44° Bultet 81975 679.75
ButterChina (2pcs) 168958 1379.50
Brass Chandeher 26975 21975
Rabbus,Pr. . * 7975 89.75
Bowl and Pachet | 13875 $10.75
Ceramic Casserolo 11975 99.75

*Custom made prolectve tabie pads Als0 01 sale

s e 1D
Sk Ethan Allencaen
" LvoNIA UTICA
15700 MIDOLEBELT 50170 VAN DYKE * °
(between 3 & 6 Mle) [Mnlnuh)
2817780 2545260 -
Reg. Hours: MON., THURS., FRI, 10-9; TUES., WED., BAT. 10-8:30, 8UN. 1-8 .




