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OLIDAY get-

together.
H ‘The Farmington/

Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce will
host a holiday luncheon at noon
Wednesday, Dec. 16, at the
Batstord Inn, 28000 Grand
Rlver,

Oakland County Circuit
Judge Gene Schnelz will be the
guest speaker,

The prlce [s $10 per person.
Call the chamber for
reservations, 474-5500,

POSITIVE response.

November evening parent-
teacher conferences were well
recelved, reported
superintendent of schoals
Graham Lewls to the
Farmlington Board of
Education.

“Teachers collectively felt it
was one of the most positive
things we have done,” he wrote
in & memo.

He acknowledged that too
many parents of lower-
achleving students still aren’t
turning out.

But overall, “The
relationshlp between parents
and teachers Is very
wholesome.”

HOLIDAY feast.

Residents of the Sarah Fisher
Home for Children in
Farmington Hllls enjoyed 2
Thanksgiving feast thanks to
the folks at the Michigan Trade

Exchange in Oak Park.

Employees donated money
for turkey, pumpkin ple and all
the hollday trimmings for the
60 children and 22 unwed
mothers who live there,

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week — Residents of
Howard Road, Farmington
HiMs' only designated natural
beauty road, arc pleased that
the cards are stacking up

. against a praposed mini-mall
becoming a part of thelr
landscape.
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Coaching
football

—not his
only love

By Dan O'Mesra
staft wrlter

ENTION THE name
John Herrington, and
one jmmediately asso-+

clates it with Farming-

ton Hills Harrison football
The two have become synony-
mous since Herrington, as the only
head coach In the school's 18-year
existence, receives much of the
credlt for the amazing success the

people

flnwh have enjoyed on the grid-
ron.

His carcer record stands at 140-
30-1, and his teams have won two
state championships, been to the fl-
nals on four occasions, qualified
for the postseason playoffs seven
times and won 10 league titles.

But that’s mercly the high-pro-

gton.
_Meet John Herrington the histo-
ran, the fanilly man, the college
graduate who asplred to be a bas.
ketball coach and the self-de-
scribed sports nut.

WHEN -THE football tcam is
winning game after game on suc-
cesslve Saturday afternoons, It's
casy to overlook the fact Herring-
ton also spends time in the class-
room between games and practle-
es.

As a member of the social stud-
fes department, his speclalty and
subject of great interest is the Civil

T, -

With a four-month-long football
season complete, Herrington might
be found relaxing in his favorite
chalr In the family's Orchard Lake
home, reading a book about that
event In American history.

Herrington and his wile, Fran,
have spent recent summers travel-
Ing to and vislting Clvil War battle-
ticlds, including such sites as Pet-
eraburg, Chancellorsville and
Fredricksburg and the most fa-
mous of all at Gettysburg, Pa.

file side of the 46-year-old Herr- .

John Horringt

RANDY BORST/stalf photographer

9 t High f
years, waiches the action Nov. 28 during the Class

coach for the past 17
B .stalo

finals against eventual winnor Grand Rapids Culho"e»(:snlval

In the Pontiac Silverdome.

‘I try to keep things in perspective. I'm
‘not always as easygoing as it may
seem. | keep a lot of it inside, and
sometimes things are really churning.’

— John Herrington

Harrison football coach

HERRINGTON HAS a favorite
story about the conflict at Peters-
burg, which he retold for an inter-
viewer just as he would his stu-

ents.

‘The Unlon Army used coal min-
ers to dig under the Southern line,
Herrington beglns, The plan was to
blow a hole in the ground and al-
tow the troops to surprise the ene-
my. But too much ite was

left the soldiers vulnerable to the
Confederate guns. ~

“They couldn’t get up the other
side,” Herringlon said, “and they
were all killed.

“The tunnel is still there today. I
got tostand there and see it

“1 was the only one on the battle-
field, and it was rainlng a bit,”" he
sald. “And it just kinda struck me.”

used, creating a deep crater that
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Twenly-Flve Cents

Police primed
to probe each
suspicious act

By Bob Sklar
atall writer

In the wake of the rape-robbery of
two women [n a house In northwest
Farmingten Hllls Thanksglving
night, pollee are urging residents to
beware of prowlers — peeplng tams
as well as suspiclous cars.

“Den't hesitate to call us 50 that
we can check them out, We've asked
our officers to make an extra effort

‘We've asked our
officers to make an
extra effort in trying to
check out all
susplcious activity
near residences.’

-— Sgt. John Hedrick

Farmington Hilis

In trylng to check out all
actlvity near residences,” sald Sgt.
John Hedrlek of Farmington Hills,

Hedrlck, supervisor of the Farm-
ington Hills Pollce Department Ju-
venile Divislon, is overscelng the
hunt for the man who may be re-
spansible for at least seven rapes or
attempted rapes In Oakland County
since April.

“We're making speclal emphasls
on checking out people arrested or
stopped for prowling," he added.

In addition to the rape-robbery
Thanksgiving night In Farmington

Hills, similar Incldents or attempled
rapes have taken place In residences
in West Bloomfield, Bloomfield
‘Townshlp and Birm(ngham.

“There's a good possibility the
same man Is respensible for all, ex-
cept maybe the Birmingham inci-
dent,” Hedrick said.

‘The common ilnk appears to be
the rapist's physical description and
method of attack, which were “very
stmilar,” sald Chlef Willlam Dwyer
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Adult housing

proposals due
by late winter

[ Hilis housing panel
subject of debate, 4A

By Joanno Mallszewsk|
statf writor

Developers Interested In buying *

and developing city-owned property
for senfor adult housing will be
asked to submit plans to Farmington
Hills offlclals by February or March.

A request for proposals, detalling
what's expected in  development
plans, will be distributed this month,
At least six developers or develop-
ment companles have shown an in-
terest In developing property ac-
cording to clt;

two years agy by Ronald and Cathe-
rine Hanaway, includes a stiputation
that the property be used for elderly
housing. The property's sale would
depend on whether a devetoper can
meet certain criteria established by
the city for housing.

When the acreage, on the north
slde of Freedom between Drake and
Gill, was donated to the city, offi-
cials agreed not to sell it for two
years although they discussed using
it for senlor bousing.

Zoned for elderly housing. the
property has been appralsed by the
city assessor at $30,000 an acre, or
$265,000 {or the total parcel.

SINCE A proposed request for

Y
The plan to sel) 8.8 acres, donated

Child care puzzle

ch[ldren in day care centers.
“It's not new, but today you don't

“Baby sitter is needed for a 2-
month-old baby, weckdays from
7:30 a.m. to § p.m,, in your home
or ours. All baby accessorics will
be provided.”

The classifled section of the news-
paper tells an all-too-familiar tale
— working parents in need of de-
pendable child care.

More than 50 percent of women in
the tri-county area with chlldren un-
der 6 now work and Unlted Commu.
nily Services estimates that figure
will reach 64 percent by 1880,

Ince 1960, women in record num-
bers have hung up thelr aprons and
headed off to work.

Televislon scenes of Harrlet car-
ing for the home while Ozzle goes off
1o work have been replaced by cous
ples climbing Into their cars and
heading off to their res ve jobs,
thelr children bundled off to child
care givers, be it orgnnized centers
or the neighbor down Lhe street.

“Detroit has always been onc of
the centers of child care,” sald
Loulse Mosteller, reglonal director
of Children’s World of Michigan Inc,
“During World War II, an enormous
number of women were hired to
work in the factorles and left thelr

have at home, you don't
have auntles at home, you don't have
women in the neighborhood at home.
There's not the secondary people
:hcru to pick up the necds of a fami-
i

Census statistics for he last three
deeades for the Wayne-Oakland area
show an ever-Increasing number of
women, cspecially mothers with
preschool-age children, entering the
work force.

THEY MIRROR the national
trend. America's idyllle concept of
motherhood has been reshaped and,
as a result, one of the major con-
cerns of working parents today is
who will care for their children
while they're at work.

‘The 1980 U.S, Census showed that
70,368 Oakland County women
worked and 10,496 had children un-
der age 6. By the 1980 ccmsus,
204,508 Oakland County women
worked, with 22,474 the mothers of
preschool-age children,

A similar trend 1a seen in Wayne
County. In 1980, $00,755 women
worked, of which 38,037 had children
under age 6, By the 1080 census,

the
Child Care Puzzle

O Thursday .
Caring tor children at
home,

D Monday, Dec. 14
How corporations and
leglsiators view child care.

centers and education
respond to demand. ~
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Dependable day care: major concern for parents
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Two-year-oid Eric Qlosa may be n bit young for career explora-
tion, but he has discovered all the wonderful shapes that can

be made with a

set while dli

Day Care Center at the Farmington YMCA. *

..

 the First Step



