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Mercy rally falls short in regiona

By Dan O'Maara
stalf writer

For onc half of basketball, it looked as if
Plymouth Salem would earn a berth in the
Class A girls quarterfinals the easy way.

The Rocks dominated the first twe quar-
ters of Saturday night's reglonal fina) with
Farmingten Hills Mercy in a way uncharac-
teristic of the rivalry.

But that was just the lull before the storm
as the second-half drama soon unfolded,

Salem, nevertheless, moved to the next
rung on the tournament ladder, but not be-
fore surviving a determined comcback by
1he Marlins and claiming a £1-34 victory at
Southfield High School.

“J just kept waiting for the buzzer to
ring," said Salem coach Fred Thomann, nev-
er asswed of the victory unthl the final horn.
“And I hoped it would go off when we had
the lead.”

THE ROCKS, 241, return to

High for Wednesday's 7 p.m. quarterfinal
contest. They wili play Trenton, which de-
feated Taylor Center in anather regional fi-
nal Saturday and prevented a match-up be-
tween Satem and Thomann's alma mater.
‘The winner advances to the scmlfinals at
Grand Valley State College In Allendale and
will play at 8 p.m. Friday. The state finals
also wiil be played at GVSC on Saturday,
with the Ciaws A game starting at 2 p.m.
“This game was cvery bit as big as the
next one,” Thomann satd. “Now we have to
take our game and move it up another
noteh.
“Right now we're starting to get Into our
playlng groave, and that’s real important.”
For the Marlins, the loss brings a halt to
their string of regional champlenships. Untll
this jear, Mercy has been to the quarterfi-
naus without Interruption tn this decade,

girls basketball

HOWEVER, ANOTHER strcak was guar-
anteed to remaln Intact, Mercy coach Larry
Baker polnted out.

“This Is the fifth consecutive year one of
these teams has pul the other out of the
tournament,” he said. “The twe tcams to-
gether have a rich tradition of great girls
basketball competitlon,”

It appeared the teams might add one of
their lesser chapters o that history when
the Rocks controlled the first-half actlon,
holding the Marlins to nine polnts on 4-0l-18
shooting.

But Patty Chapp hit a three-point field
goal at the buzzer and halved Salem’s Jead
at halftime, 18-9. That slgnaled the start of
Mercy's comeback.

Jan Herberholz, who scored all of her
team-lcading 12 points in the sceend hald, hit
an outside shot and two [ree throws to starl
the third period. Then Adricnne Clark, also
scorcless in the first half, converted a
backeourt turnover, and Mercy was sudden-
1y within three.

THE MARLINS took their first and only
lead when Chapp scored to make It 22-21
with 2:20 left tn the third period.

Dcna Head, who had a game-high 24
points for the Rocks, countered with five
straight, including a Lhree-point play after
rebounding her own shot and laying it in, to
give Salem a 25-21 edge.

Herberholz scored the first basket of the

final

fourth quarter, also, to force a 25-25 tic. but
the Rocks pulled in front again, 30-25, on
Barb Krug's pivating hook and free throws
by Ker} McBride and Head.

Satem wasn't In the clear, however. Mer-
cv got within a polnt twice to maintain the
suspense. Clark sank a pair of free throws to
make it 30-23 with 4:45 to play, and ber
three-point field goal instantly ehopped a 33-
29 Salem lead with 2:31 on the clock.

Head, who was 9-0f-16 {rom the floos and
had cight rebounds, hit a Jumper and two
free throws for a 37-32 cushlon, and Jill Es-
tey and Head combined for four free throws
int the final 20 seconds to finally decide the
issuc.

Estey finlshed with 10 points for Salem, a
regional champ for the fourth time In Tho-
mann’s flve years as coach. Chapp had nine

and Clark seven for the Marlins, who finish
with a 15-8 record,

Harrison, Falcons
open with victories

All things consldered, this game
wasn‘t bad {or an opener.

Farmington Harrlson got |ts boys
basketball scason off to a good start,
whipping Waterford Kettering 64-57
Friday at Kettering.

“That was awfully good,” sald
Harrison coach Mike Teachman,
“for having only four days of prac-

tice.’

While most other basketball teams
In the state had been practicing for
213 weeks, many of the Hawks were
still busy with other duties — name-
ly, trying to win a state football

championship, Harrison's football
season didn't end until Nov. 28 in the -

Class B state {lnal in the Pontinc
Silverdome. ' . * “
Despite the short week of prepara-
tion, the Hawks jumped In front of
Kettering carly, leading 18-18 after
one quarter and then pasting their
opponents with a 21-7 second-quar-
ter surge. But thelr 16-point lead

was trimmed to flve (48-43) after -

three quarters, and In the fourth
Kettering went ahead,

That's when the football stars *
showed they could be just as success- -

ful on a basketball court. Bryan
Wauldron, who [lnished with nine
points, got the basket that put Harri-
son back in front. Dave Romps
scored six of his nine points in the
last-quarter surge.

Chad Burgess led the Hawks with
14 points and Jason Lichtman netted
13, Including three-for-three shoot-
ing from three-point range. Millard
Coleman added elght. Wauldron,
Romps, Burgess, Lichtman and Cole-
man all played football for Harrison.

FARMINGTON

51, RU 322 It
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'Brandon London looks back
or

basketball

Despite the short week
of preparation, the
Hawks jumped in front
of Kettering early,
leading 18-16 after one
quarter and then
pasting their
opponents with a 21-7
second-quarter surge.

Farminglon hit 20-of-53 from the
floor (37.7 percent).

Steve Quennevlile led all scorers
with 14 points for Farmington. Darln
Magera added ninc. John Burdick
paced RU with 11,

BERKLEY §0, N. FARMINGTON
58: North Farmington tralled by 12
at halftime but battled back to tie it
In the second half, only to lose when
Berkley's Ghanim Kizy sank two
free throws with five seconds left
Friday at North.

The Bears took control of this sea-

a p
pass from a teammate,

wasa't pretty, but it was a win for
the Falcons in their scason-opener at
Redford Union Friday.

Farmington had the lead at the
end of each quarter, ahcad 17-13 af-
ter one, 25-17 al the half and 37-28
entering the fourth. The Falcon de-
fense limited RU to just 13 field
goals in 58 shots (224 pereent);

L carly, outp: orth
20-16 in the flrst quarter and 22-14 in
the second to take a 42-30 hallftime
lead, The Ralders cut the gap to four
(63-49) after three quarters.

The backcourt dld the damage for
North. Senfor guard John Shelton
notched 19 points and sophomore
guard Matt Hoffman added 14. Kizy
paced Berkley with 16; Sean Hansen
collected 14,

Farmington's Mike Willlams is forced to give
way to Redford Union's Paul Hronec in Friday's
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soason-oponing game. The Falcons had their
way in the end,

taking a 51-37 victory.

OCC cagers no longer the underdogs

By C.J, Rlsak
staff writer

A year ago, no one really knew
what to expect from Oakland Com-
menity College's mens basketball
team. It was a new team with a new
coach, and in a league as tough as
the Eastern Conference, that combl-
nation rarely breeds success.

“All the way through,” recalled
QCC coach Lynn Reed, “no one ex-
pected us to do it. But we've got a
bunch of fighters on this team, They
never quit.”

OCC never did give up. The Raid-
ers finished second to Highland Park
CC In the confcrence, then won the
conference tournament. They were
sccond in the state tourney to Kala-
mazoo Valley CC, but avenged that
defeat by beating the Cougars in the
Regton XII flnals.

That got the Raiders to the eight-
team NJCAA Divislon II tourna.
ment. In the flrst round, they
whigped Meramee CC (St, Louls) 94~
66, They advanced to the semifinals
against Shawnee CC (Ullin, II),
which OCC edged 131-129 in double
overtime,

IN THE FINALS, the Raiders and
Allegheny CC (West Mifflin, Pa.) bat-
tled through overtime before OCC
eked out a 91-90 triumph to win the
national title, Carson Butler was the
tournament MVP and Derrick Wil
llams was named (o the all-fourna-
ment team. The champlonship
capped a 29-8 season.

It was both a great year and a sur-
prising one, It was also a scason that
left a deep impression on Reed as he
aims his Raiders for the start of this
Eastern Conference campaign.

“If we made it last year, we can
do it agaln thls year,” Reed said.

“But we can't be complacent. Every-

one’s gunning for us, and that'll
make It tougher.

“We'll have lo walt and see how
we handle that, and if we can maln-
tatn our intenslty,”

Reed did not enter his second
campaign with as many questions as
he had In his Ilrst. Indeed, five of his
top cight players return, including
Butler, the team's leading scorer (21
points per game), and Willlams, the
conference’s top rebounder (117 a
game, with 18 points).

Butler, a 6-foot polnt guard, and
Williams, a 6-5 forward, are jolned
by returnees Sam Smith, a 8-4 for-
ward (16 points, eight rebounds a
game last year); Greg Davis, a 6-8

t-handed

" Afast start by Lansing
Community Collegs could
at Langing. -

jumps on Raiders early

"Tho Bome team condectod on 41-0£-30 shots over {be flrst 30 minutes’
1 i mm:omm,zgmm.

proved more (haw Oakland
Tuesday as the Ralders fell 114-108

center; and Reggle A a 6.4

swingman and part-time starter a
year ago.

BUOYED BY the success of lasl
season, the Ralders have several ad-
vantages as they prepare for the
start of thelr Eastern Conference
scason-opener at home agalnst Mott
CC Wednesday. First, they've played
4 scason together and roles are more
delined,

Butler probably won't score like

he did last year, which is a tribute.
“He's improved a lot,” sald Reed.
“He's moving the ball and he's more
patient. There's lots of leadership
potentlal in Carson.” °

Williams remalns a major college
prospect, averaging 27.3 points and
13.7 rebounds In helping OCC win
flve of its first six games,

Smith, according to Reed, Is “a
clutch player who does everything

i

well. He's good defenslvaly, a good
rebounder, and he can shoot Inside
and out,” while Anderson showed
flashes of briiliance down the stretch

leaper.” Davis has averaged 13.7
polnts so far this season.

ALTHOUGH THREE key players
- Gary Helt, Jimmy Sherrell and
John Bowic — are gone, the replace-
ments are capable. Eric Butler, Car-
son's “little” (he's 6-4%4) brother, has
provided a spark off the bench thus
far, averaglng 12.2 points. .

Mark Hogan, a 6-8 center who

‘broke his ankle last year and missed

nearly the entire scason, Is back and
wili help OCC's interior defense with
his sfze. Flanders Morgan, a 5-10
polnt guard, is a defensive standout,
and 5-11 David Chumley and 6-2
Eric Hawkins are both solid guards.
The Raiders are bigger than last
year, which may make them alter
their style — slightly, “We're chang-

‘ing to more of a power altack,” ad-

milted Reed, quickly adding, “We'll
still run and press.”

0CC'S PRESS — or presses —
were instrumental in Its success last
scason. Reed uses nine different
pressure defenses, several of which
are similar but at the same time
“different enough to create havoc
{or our opponents.”

Yet, the Ralders have disadvan-
tages as well. With the start of l.l:e

last season. B
polnts over the last 10 games.

basketball

‘If we made it last year,
we can do it again this
year. But we can’t be
complacent.
Everyone’s gunning for
us, and that’ll make it
tougher. We'ill have to
wait and see how we
handle that, and if we
can maintain our
intensity.’
" —Lynn Reed
OCC basketball coach

Also, as Reed indicated, teams
will be gunning for them. The blg-
gest challengers for the conference
crown, according to Reed, will be de-
fending champ Highland Park, Ma-
comb and Mott. After opening with
Mott, OCC plays at Macomb Dee. 12,
making the schedule another hazard.

But this bunch of Ralders has

nearly 16 scason app o

. Raider defense concerns Reed,

But the player whose improve- “We're not as good y as I'd
ment has impressed Reed the most  like yet,” he sald. One problem Is
is m- and Hogan jolned the

Davis, “lic's

proved,” sald- Recd. “He's very
strong, very quick and a good

Y

at
team late, each sidelined alter hav-
ing played part of an carlier season.

L

Ia Ly fore. They've
traveled the road through it to suc-
cess before. The question now is, can
they navigate that same road with
the same intensity agaln?
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