Rocks have their revenge

By Dan O'Moara
statf writer

Dena Head and Katle McNulty were the obvi-
ous stars on the basketball court Thursday when
Plymouth Salem and Livonia Ladywood squared
ul( En girls regional play.

But the push onward in the state tournament
requires assistunce, llke the kind Head's team-
mate Barb Krug provided as the Rocks climinat-
cd the Blazers 60-33 at Southfield High Sehool.

Head scored a game-high 30 polats, but McNul-
ty's 24 effectively balanced her output. However,
Krug tallied a carcer-high 20 points to help send
the Rocks into Saturday's final.

“(Head and }cNully) washed each other off,
and it became a 4-0n-4 game,” Salem coach Fred
Thomann sald. “If those two break cven, I think
we have a real good chance of winning the game.”

“1t looked that way.” sald Ladywood coach Ed
Kavanaugh of Head and McNulty canceling cach
other out. “But free throws were a big difference,
100. They went to the line a ot in the first half.”

KAVANAUGH SAID he was surprised and yet
he wasa't at the major role Krug, a 6-foot-1 cen-
ter, had on the outcome.

"Ohvlnusly. we were keylng on several people,”
he "We were trylng to focus on Dena and the
guard (Jill Estey), and that tended to leave her

0.

‘]‘hr.- first-round regional game also saw the
Rocks, 23-1, avenge thelr-only loss of the season.
The Blazers, who go out at 17.5, were 52.49
winners when the teams played in September.

“Thal made us really want to come back and
beat them,” sald Salem senlor Keri McBride.
*“We've been looking forward Lo this all year.

“If we hadn't lost early In the year, we would
have gone for an undefeated season.”

HEAD WAS the obvlous key to Salem's victory
in the much-antlcipated remateh, but Krug's well-
timed point productlon, the defenslve effort by
forward Stacy Sovine and the floor leadership of
Estey were among the other reasons for the
Rocks staying alive In the post-season.

Sovine's job was to guard Yvonne Barnett, who
scored a team-high 18 polnts against Salem the
{lrst time. Barnett had seven Thursday, and
Karen Finnegan, who came off the bench to finish
with 11 after hilting a three-pointer with :05 re-
malnlng, was the only other Blazer in double flg-
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and (Barnett) was not able to make her erossover
mave," Thomann sald.

Perhaps the biggest key, according o The-
mann, was the fact Ladywood's pressure defense
didn't force the Rocks inta turnovers that cost
them at the other end, and that's where Estey

came in,

“Jill did a great job against thelr pressure,” he
sald, “I told the players one of their strengths ts
that they score casily off he pressure, and we
didn’t glve them but one or (wo tonight.”

HEAD LED THE way as the Rocks took a first-
quarter lead and stayed in front, appearing some-
times on the verge of putting the Blazers away
and avolding a nail-biting finish.

Head, who connecled on 11 of 15 field-goal at-
tempts, was 8-0f-10 at the frec-throw line, pulled
duwz 13 tebound: had four assists and made two
steal

‘The Rocks had lo maintain thelr concentration
against Ladywood's patient first-quarter offense,
but took a 1210 lead into the second period after
Sovine sank two {ree throws. The Rocks were 8-
of-8 at the line in the first half.

e second quarter proved decisive as the
Rocks stretched their lead to 32-20 at halftime.
McBride, Krug and Head combined to give Salem
a six-point Jead, but the Blazers stayed close, 20-
18, with a pair of McNulty free throws.

Then, In the ffnal 2% minutes of the half, the
Rocks outscored Ladywood 12-4 and took com-
mand of the game.

ESTEY PASSED to Head on the break, and
Head turned it into a three-potnt play. Head re-
ciprocated, with Estey on the scoring end of the
fast break to make it 25-16.

“Dena and Jilt are a good combinatlon out
{ront,” Thomann said. "I'l} take them against any-

body.
“JIill anticipates the next pass very well, She
and Dena work well in tandem out there.”
Following a Barnett {ree throw, Head's rebound
basket, Krug's layup and another Head-Estey con-
nectlon gave Salem a 15-point lead before Ann
gl.‘me Laskowskl hit a three-point field goal at the
uzzer.

ures.
“In the half court, Stacy was in good position,

game,” Kavanaugh sald. "I told my girls a half-
court game would be to our advantage. But when
they got a few steals and breaks, that really hurt.

“THEY HAD A couple spurts, but when we
pulled close lhcy were always able Lo get a couple
key baskets,

Kavnmugh added that 5-foot-11 forward Nancy
Wagner, who averaged 105 points, going to the
bench In first-hall foul trouble was another set-
back.

“They have a tall team, and it's hard to match
up at every position when you don't have one of
your tallest glrls,” he sald.

The Rocks took their biggest lead (16 polnu) at
the outset of the third quarter when Krug became
a decisive figure offensively. She turned passes
from Head into layups for the first two baskets of
the half, giving Salem a 36-20 lead,

‘Thomann had taken Krug out of the game In the
first quarter to settle her down. But she found her
niche In 1he second half when she had 14 of her 20
polnts,

“] ASKED HER 'What are you 50 nervous
about?" " Thomann said, “She went back In, and
she got it going.”

Despite making a move in the second quarter,
Satem never had a truly safe Jead until the final
minute.

Ladywood cut it to nine in the third period and
got within seven twice in the final quarter.
McNuity's basket and free throws made it 47-40
with 5:19 to play, and Wagner and Barnett com-
bined to pull the Blazers within 53-46 at the 2:07
mark.

But an opportunistlc Krug scored on a putback
and sank a short hook after a Head free throw to
put Satem's lead at 58-49. Finnegan made a three-
pointer for a 58-53 dlfference, but there was no
longer any doubt about the outcome with only
three seconds remaining.

“Once we got the {irst quarter out of the way,
we played very well,” Thomann sald. “Obviously,
I'm pleased, real pleased.

“It wasn't that we were nervous, but it was kind
of a tense situation,” he added, pointing out the
Rocks hadn't played in 10 days, “Since the first
five games, this team has not been in a real emo-
tional garme that came down Lo the wire.

“We've had some emotlonal games, but we
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Jill Estey goes airborne to thwart Ann Marie Thomas' pass
attempt. Estey was a key to Salem's success against Lady-
wood's defensive pressure.

Miller, sensor,

Plymouth Canton. Datey
Pusl, yumior, Farmington Marrson. Dawn

“’rlué second quarter was (he key to the whole

North batties inexperience again

By Dan O*Meara
stall writer

North Farmington wrestling
coach Dick Cook Is faced with the
same dllemma again this year — a
young leam.

“We have been young every year
for whatever reason,” he said, “Most
of the wrestlers who come out are
sophomores or juniors.”

‘To back up Cook's claim, the 35
man North roster includes just three
senlors, two freshmen and 30 sopho-
mores and juniors,

‘The Raiders return 10 lettermen,
flve of whom wrestled

wrestling

Junlors Jack Beall and Dave Ap-
pel split time at 112 last year, and
sophomores Lucian Van Cleave and
Matt Thompson did the same at 119.
Cook hopes they will give the Raid-

.ers some stren, in the Jower
welghts, often a weak area in the
North line-up,

Others whom Cook has hopes for

include Junlor Gary Evangeluu

from Jast year's 8+7-1 squad.

Senlor Bill Murley (Igure.s to be
North's top wrestler alter qualifying
for regional competition at 126

pounds last year. He'll move up to
131 {or his final scason.

JUNIOR MIRE Ferrante retums
at 98 pounds as does sophomore
Adam Look. at 105 and scnfor Dave
Blackman, who seems ready to take
over for Murley at 126,

{126), junlor rian Feld.
man (138), junlor Jell Jamh: {167),
senlor Craig Barany (185) and junior
Zalm Cummalaj (198). The latter
was [l late last season and was un-
able to quallfy for state, but could
have an outstanding year thls time
around, accordlng to Cook.

“My goal at the beginnlng of the
season is to Improve everybodys'
skills and give them a chance to earn
thelr letter,” Cook said. “I don't glve
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KITCHEN CABINETS
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EFAGING EXPERTS

FORMICA
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We also bulld new custom cablnets,
Ve

ovens, cisposals and .
FAEE ESTIMATES
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278-0300 or 1-800-922-6533

(lcncrs) away, but I make them earn

Kc losses for the Ralders Include
Adﬂm Kahn (138), Paul Cook (145),
who won 99 matches during a four-
year carcer, Mark Cassar (158),
Corey Bartsch (167) and Dan Starrs
{185).

FARMINGTON HARRISON
First-year coach Matt Gasser took
an aggressive approach to hls new
dutles at Harrison, recrulting pro-
spective wrestlers from the football
::zam and trying to bulld vp the num-

TS,

The Hawks had only 11 wrestlers
on thelr squad last year, but the 21-
year-old Gasser had 26 out for
prescason practica before football
season ended.

Harrison has elght returnees, in-
cluding senfors Leo Devine at 155

Both could have outstanding years,
Gassersald.”

But two others with varsity expe-
rlence also are listed at 155, seniors
Mark Verlinde and Pat LeFlar. Jun-
ior Matt King (185) should help make
the upper weights a team strength
since the Hawks have a lot of ninth
and 10th graders in the Iov.cr posi-
tions,

dealt with it in the second or third quarters. To- ACmITIBAEOCIA
night the pressure stayed there, and we had to GIRLS BASKEI’BALL
work through it for the whole 32 minutes.”

ALLLEAGUE FIRST TEAM

Dena_Heaa. senior, Plytouth Salem, Dre
anne Hall. senior, Walled late Westem
Karen Baluch. senior, I’lymwm Canton, it
Eatey, jumior. Plymouth Salem, Leab V-
aides. senior. Walled Lake Central

ALL-LAKES DIVISION
Shannon Flood, senior, Walled Lake Cen-

17al. Kerd McBnde, sentor, Plymoath Salem.
Stacy Swandenkt, senlor, Farmington. Sun

ALL-WESTERN DIVISION

omx. Sieve. ko, Northville: Rose
Livonla Fraskiin; Michelle
nan nmm. n.n«: Lake Western Susan

Harrison does return juniors Paut | Ferko, sophomore, Plrmouth Castor: Mie
Dixson at 119 and Ted ’Pruslns)d at St Forber Jualor, ”Y““’““w‘m
126, as well as 145-pound Mike Spisz. HONORADLE MENTIONS

“I'm sthl recruiting,” Gasser said.

“If T get the kids I want, we could Karen Baird. junior. Nortbville, Kelly

have a great year.”
Promising Include

King. senior, Walled Lake Western, Heather

Rutcber. senor, Nocth Fartmungion, Beth Wil. + 1 Plymouth Salery
S senior. Wesland Jobo Gietn 2 ue) Walled Lake Central
Weatland John Glenn

Gabnel, senior, [avonia Churebill, Candy
Jooes, junior. Plymouth Canton, Lesley D
vine. semor. Farmungion Harrison: Dart
Krug. senior, Plymouth Salem. Kelly 0 flan:
lon, funior. Walled Lake Central, Sue Zator
1k, sesior. lavonia Stevenson, [renise
Gumae. sealor. Westtand John Glenn.
o lotiman, junior, Westlane Johs
Kelli Koas, sauor, Farmington. Stacy

setior. Plymould Salem. Cheyl 1
far Westzad Joha Glsn, K Gurecks sagh-

re. North Farmington

LAKES DIVISION STANDINGS

4. North Farmungton
S Livonia Stevenson
6 Farmington

WESTERN DIVISION STANDINGS

1. Plymouth Cantoe . . . .
2 Walled Lake Western

3 Nortbvalle

4. Livonia Frankia .

8" Livoma Churehll

6. Farmungion Harrison

sophomores Jeff Hong (138), Ed Ser-
20 {132) and freshman Todd Lytwyn-
ick (167). Gasser, a former North
Farmington wrestler, also has hopes
for 167-pound senlor James Holden,
a transfer from perennial wrestling

pounds and Jim Culbertson at 167.  power Temperance Bedford.
Reg.
ROSSIGNOL 379.95 49.95
FISHER 199.95 179.95
ELAN *90.00 *49.95
TRAK ’99.95 '69.85
EPOKE 99.00 *49.95
BLIZZARD $199.95 169.95
SALAMON- 189,95 169.95
601B800T

Kids Exchange Program
2 32715 Grlnd River

477-8115
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Help the Goodfellows

Ot \u\\‘ubow Goodfcllow Fund of Detroit

Detrait, \ll tlB"»lrl-(M-l-l

Dear Goodfellows:
Enclosed is my check pavable to The Goodfellow Fuad of
Deteoll to help ensure that “no child goes without a Chiristmuas”

The Goodfeliow organization is strictly
voluntary, so all funds coilected go 10
needy children. Help make this

Address:

Christinas ¢ happy one. Please fill out

the accompanying coupon and make a ¢

contribution. Thank you!
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