Loss of Detroit aid ie

By Tim Richard
stalf writer

Detrolt Symphony Orchestra man-
ngement traced its budget and strike
problems to the fallure of the clty of
Detsolt to contribute a $1.1 million
grant last year.

1 guess Lhe people we should ask
questlons of are In the city of De-
troit,” sald state Sen. Norman Shin-
kle, R-Mecnroe County, as state
lawmakers probed what was hap-
pening Lo its grants 10 the shut-down
orchestra.

The outline of DSO's financlal mis-

fortunes was made last week to a
special Senale committee chaired by
Jack Faxon, D-Farmington Hills.
Musicians said they were “locked
out” when they refused Lo take an 11
percent pay cut in b

went Friday as the DSO's executive
committee took no action on the sug-
gestlon by chairman Walter J
McCarthy Jr. of
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the DSO's financial troubles:
When he was hired as president
and chief staff man In 1982, DSO had

that
the remalnder of the 1987-88 season
be d

ANOTHER DEADLINE came and

D outells-

DECEMBER ESTATE
AUCTION

“No declslons were made,” a DSO
publicist said after the morning
meeting.

Senators told DSO president Oleg
Lobanoy they were particularly dis-
tressed that the 25-concert Christ-
mas season was cancelled and lec-
turcd him about the need to reach a
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new contract agreement.

The Legistature voled DSO a $2.7
million grant this year, pald $1.7
mllllon of it in September but is eon-
sidering withholding the $1 mllllon
December payment.

“f don't think the state should

- make the next payment unless we

get some music,” said Sen. Lana Pol-
lack, D-Ann Arbor,

“'We would agree,” sald Lobanov,
who was almost drowned out by ap-
plause from musicians union mem-
bers In the audlence of the ornate
Appropriations Committec room on
the third floor of the State Capitol in
Lansing.

“If the scason is shortened, 1 sus-

pect the Leglslature will cut the ap-

propriation by however much the
season s shortened,” sald Sen. Vern
Ehlers, R-Grand Rapids.

LOBANOV GAVE this outline of

an d deficit of $2.8 mil-
llon, “There were no deflcits In 1982-
83, 1983-84, 1984-85 and 1985-86,” he
sald. Meanwhile, attendance im-
proved, and musicians’ pay was

raised.

In 1986-87, however, DSO spent
$14.2 milllon and took in $12.8 mil-
lion — a deficit of $14 million. “The
largest single part, a $1.1 milllon
variance, was from the city of De-
trolt, which found fiself not able to
make Its grant," Lobanov said.

After DSO closed its books for the
fiscal year, the city came through
with $250,000, Jess than one-quarter
ol what had been expected, and
Lobanov sald that was put into the
current year's budget.

McCarthy and.Lobanov asked the
musicians to take a cut from $910 2
week to $310 — or 11 percent,
roughly the same as the '86-7 deficit.
All people paid at the level of musl-
cians or higher were cut 11 percent,
and those paid less were cut smaller
percentages, Lobanov said.

Musicians — full-time perform-
ers, the conducting staff and supple-
mentals — absorb about half the op-
crating budget, according to his fig-
ures. Other costs, Lobanov said, are
audience development, public rela-
tions, guest artlsts, affirmative ac-

d to DSO deficit

tlon programs and special Detrolt
programs. .

AS OTHER senators drifted in and
out of the hearlng, Faxon probed the
DSO-unlon collective bargaining pro-
cedures. .

Lobanov said McCarthy and top
management told musicians at thrée
July meetings the budget was Il
percent out of balance, using the
word “cutbacks.”

But Linton Bodwin, string bass
player and spokesman for the musi-
clans bargaining team, sald manage-
ment’s “first offer” didn't come until
Sept. 11, three days before the old
contract expired, and was a “take it
or leave It demand for an 11 per-
cent cut, ‘

“The musicians ncver took -
strike vate. 1t was a lockout,” sdld
Bodwin. “We are currently in media-
tion.”

Bryan Kennedy, horn player, add-
ed that some musicians moke'a
“very supplemental” income by
teaching.

‘The unlon's first proposal was'a
weekly salary of $1,060 by the endof
a three-ycar contract, the same as
the Los Angeles Philharmonic.

MUSICIANS AND five women vol-
unteers described a DSO governance
strueture  where, in Kennedy's
words, “power does not flow up
(from contributors), It {lows down
(from MecCarthy and Lobanov).”
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A SEASONAL CELEBRATION,

December 10.

It's al! happening at Piccadilly... Birm-
ingham's intimate collection of unique shops,
vestaurants and offices. Join us for a special
evening of entertainment as the Central Court
comes alive with holiday performances by the
Cassini String Ensemble. From 59 p.m.. every
slore offers exquisite seasonal features:

1a Rocea Bella

laRoccaBella
We're celebrating our grand opening with
informal modeling fealuring designs by Wendy
Gell, Jay Fineberg and Nina Ricci... all the
foremost names in conlemporary fashion

apparel and accessories. C
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sories and furnishings,

The Studio
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Thedtudio
The Studio presents informat modeling of
dance wear, erobic wear and sponswear

 during a special 4 hour sale. Get your free -
fote bag with a minimum $20 purchase.
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every entree ordered.
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Try savory csab won lons, yours free. with
Ei

cuisine made with fresh, native ingredicnts.

fine chinese

hors d'oeuvres served.
Ahbh...Cashmere

Ahbh.Cashmere
Special prices on selected cashmere items for
men and women. Soft, sumptuous sweaters,
skirts, dresses and more make warm, wonder-

ful holiday gifts.

Humphrey's Yogurls

your holiday parties.

with aur classical
© noon-1:30 p.ni.

chase at any Piccadilly
mialion, call 258-5808.

Come sample lempting holiday foods made
with specially items from around the warld,
Quarton's imported foods, demestic wines,
champagnes and beers are perfect for
holiday gifts and calertaining.

Indulge your sweet tooth with 40% less
calories and a quarter of the cholesterol.
Humphrey's frozen yogurt and yogurl pies. 3
in an array of flavors, are a festive addition to

HOLIDAY CLASSICAL

CONCERT SERIES
Take 2 break from the holiday hustle

P
Dec. 11 Rosenson & Hill Harp & Flute Duo
Dec. 18 Harry Ticchart String Quartet
Piccadilly puts mon: into its shops, so )
holiday shopping takes less out of you. Parking
is close, convenient and covered. And it's free P
al any National Parking Garage with a $10 pur- '

music serics from

stote. For more infor-




