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RUSTEE Jack
Cotton of the
Farmington Board of

Educatlon sald the
Reagan-Gorbachey summit
wasn't the only hlstoric meeting.
taklng place Tuesday.

At the start of a joint
mecting between the
Farmington Board of
Education and the Farmington
Hills City Council Tucsday
nlght, Colton passed out yellow
roses — *'a concHliatory symbol
of what we have going tenight,”
he said.

Later, after flnlshing hls
presentatlon, clty manager
William Costick handed his-
polnter to supcrinlc.ndcnl
Graham Lewls, “See, they're
starting to share already,”
quipped Mayor Ben Marb,
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Fate of park’

Spicer

House

is still in limbo

By Joanne Maliszewski
staff wrlter

‘What to do wlith the more than 62-
year-otd Eleanor Spicer estate house
in Heritage Park i3 a question that's
still without an answer.

‘What not to do with the one-story
resldence of the former Spicer farm
hns been prctly well accepted by

Farmington, Michigan

‘We don't think a
nature center Is
appropriate, | think our
consensus is
gravitating toward a
w‘sltors' center,

for

und Farmlng\au Hllls Parks and
Recreation Commisslon members,

The once-hoped-for plan of con-
verting the estate house into offices
for the city’s special services depart.
ment, Including parks and recre-
ation, has been cast aside. So, too,
have plans for using the house as a
community center.

That leaves using the house for the
park as perhaps a visitors' center,
said Dennls Fitzgerald, parks and
recreation commission chairman.

““This locatlon is here. It's in the
park, it should scrvice the park,”
Fitzgerald said,

What purpose the house would
serve, however, 1s unknown. “We
don't bave an answer for that yet.
We don't thlnk a Mhlm center iy lp‘

fhe park, the city.’

— Dennis Filzgeraid
commission chairman

Monday at a special joint meeting
with parks and recreation commis-
sloners that perhaps the house
should only be stabilized untll a final
declsion can be made about its use.

COSTS INVOLVING the house can
be divided between stabilization and
renovation, Fitzgerald sald. “We
have nothing to renovate. We don't
know what we're golng to do with It.
We're not recommending that we
bulldme, rmmla!e, knoct ll dm

Instrumental in
meeting to counter pcr:;yunns
that the two governing boards -
are adversaries.

MERCHANTS on the
north side of Grand River
oppose plans to eliminate
several parklng spaces as pa

of the first phase of §1.4 mllllon
in Downtown Development
Autherity-inltlated clvic
Improvements.

DDA members Greg Hohler
and Ron Oglesby, who own
businesses in that area, will
meet with the city planner to
express their concerns. “The
consenaus [s that there be no
parking loss,” Hohler sald. “It's
Jjust too iImportaat, too
eritical.”

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week ~ No layoffs are
planned following a fire that
caused at least $1 mitllon In
damage to Forge Die & Tool
Corp., a Farmington Hills
machine shop, Dec. 3 (1986),
company efficers sald.

xrnvltuunz toward a vhllorn cente.r
reoeF n-center for the park, the

Fllzgarn]d told the city council

nmlnd
cd the council and commlnlon thata

motion was made last year M4w--l-~ o ror 4

Hills, schools stress ‘cooperation

Farmington High
student injured in

mailbox explosion

By Bob Sklar
staff wrlter

Oxygen was probably the most
dangcrous component of the
homemade bomb that blew up pre-
maturely In a roadside malibox and
seriously Injured a Farmington High
student Saturday night In southwest
Farmington Hllls,

h“‘l‘he oxygen gave a rapld push to
t 5
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Chief Peter Baldwin of Farmington
Hitls.

Oxygen supports combustion. “It
Intensifles the explosive and burn!ug

effect of other combustibles, in this
case acetyline,” Baldwin said.
James Thomas Landsfeld, 17,

received facial, head and chest Inju.
ries when the vo!aule mixture of ox-
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By Casey Hans
staff writer

120 Pages

Farmington Hills Mayor Ben Marks spoke at
an O.E. Dunckel Middle School Career Day
this week, Farmington Hills and Farmington
Public S8chools are making 2n etfort to not

Laying groundwork

armmaton @hsm‘her

Thursdny, December 10, 1887

Twenly-FIvs Cun!s

al units,

Zigrisaemens s SR

‘I don't ever think there
has been an

only work together more, but also develop an{.
undorstanding between the two govurnmonl-

RANDY BORST/staft photographer

TR

put that to rest once and for all.”
Marks suggested that a similar ;
meeting be held in three months.

AFTER INFORMATIONAL

HILE US, and Soviet
leaders lpem this
week { on

world peace and nu-
clear disarmament, officials from

Farmington Hills and F
Public Schools did
peacemaking of thelr own,

In a jolnt meeting Tuesday, the
Hills city councll, Farmington
school board and administrators
from both groups met to dlscuss
mutual concerns, and to lay the

k for future
and cooperative efforts.

Hills Mayor Ben Marks, who
chaired the meetlng, called. the
first-time event “a historic meet-
ing” and encouraged an open line
of communication between the two
government  bodles, which geo-
cover much of the

some

ygen and Y P fore
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Laura Clouse works with the Smith family of F;rmlnnlon Hills
as a hanny for 8-month-old Calhy. Por more on lhlu child care

same area.

b from clty and school |
(between the city administrators, elected offtctals
il and the school the financial future of
the schools, bHingunl education
board), but there has and the cul{(urxll{ ‘mﬁ“e mr;:mw
nlty, the safety of chlldren and res-
been an aura of that. | ldezts personal and prolessional
want to put that to rest employee development and train-
once and for all.’ lng t:md growth in the city's south-
— Ben Marks
The hlghl!ghted numerous ways
Hills mayor e cllyy and schools already work
together, plus other ways

They breught global issues to a
local level.

““This has been a dream of mine
for.a couple of years,” Marks sald,
“I don't ever think there has been
an adversarial situation (between
the council and board), but there
has been an aura of that. I want to

to cooperate in future ventures.
Most involve “quality of life" is-
sues for elther residents, or em-

ployees.
Hills council member Aldo Vag-
nozzl called for community ine

Please turn to Page 13

By Casay Hans
stotf writer

Some ¢mbrace home day care pro-
viders, calllng them & child’s “ex-
tended family.”

Others say I.bey‘rc nlmply busi-

le workin,

Reznrdleu of the viewpoint, car-
ing for children in a home setting s
one of the most popular forma of day
care todny, For ta with young
{nfants, it cculﬂ the only type of
care avnﬂnblc, say child care agency
officials.

“U's sometimes the only viable op-
tion for people with Infanis and tod-
dlers,” said Paulette Chaplin, coordl-
pator for the Oakland County Com-

. munity Coordlnated Child Care

Agency, or 4-C, a non-profit educa-
tion and referval agency. “Th
(ln!nnh) oot aceepted in commamlnl
centera.”

‘Thero are many successful home
day care stores.

One Farmington Hills mother
works close to her provider and can
continue to breast-fecd her.baby, A
Livonla mother of a 4-month-old boy
finds her homa day care provider w
be convenlent snd caring, “lke
sccond mother.”
\- Home day care providers bandle
the largest number of children In the
system. According to national census
statistics, 40 percent of..presghool

children of working mothers spend
thelr days in some type of home-
based day care, Seventy-{ive perceat
of this care Is glven by non-relatives.

Desplte Its popularity, home-based
* day care can be dlfficult to find.

An example of this shortage can
be seen in Oakland County, where
there are 7,000 full-time slots In -

‘Extended family’

Many parents embrace home day care

the
Chlld Care Puzzle

R?nmlly day care homes" forup to 6
Ploase lum to Page 3

-

censed commerclal day care centers
and 4,500 slots in llmd home day
care — “not nearly enough"” provid.
ers for the Sl.olf: 3116:&: who need
day care, Cha) q
“It's & lremendous problem,” she O Monday and
added. “I'm seeing the. How ehild
level coming up It gets view care.
mosﬁl and :!ndm’nn;nuu - where X
‘are these y e e
‘Thursday, Dec. 17
MANY ARE in sed home D' " 1.,,,,
day care sctiings, according centers and education
_statistics. For every licensed in-
home setting, there are nine that are respond to demand,
ettt of the Onkiand. Counly :
pm ent of the County
Caro Association, a support 1 Monday, Dec. 21
group for lcensed home day care homeover .
providers. career; snd the effects of
Both Oakland and Wayne 4+C not-parental care on
agencles maintaln llats of licensed children.
day, care providers throughout the
m\i‘lnty. And gﬁy only refer callers 5 "
to licensed fa 'mumuy Dec. 2
For home day care, the stats De-
riment of Soclal Services licenses !omofvoundﬂldm




