o Circult Judge James Thorburn
rules the stale violated the Headlee
amendment to the Mlichigan Consti-
tution by shoving certain mental
health costs onto counties and label-
ing it “atd to local government.” The
Judge said Lansing improperly clas-
sified those expenditures in pumping
the requlred 41.8 percent of the state
budget into local aid.

! @& Rlchard Headlee and friends,
under one of their many committee
rjames, file a Court of Appeals sult to
prohlbit the collecting of- Gov, James
Hlanchard's $5 surcharge on traffle
tckets, They say it's a tax — that
the nickname “ticket tax” is actually
. gorrect — and that It raises state
taxes beyond the percentage Hmit
specltied in the Headlee amendment.

@ Unlversity of Michigan-Dear-
born Chancellor Willlam Jenkins an-
nounces the addition of a “fee dilfer-
entlal” of $10 to $20 per credit to all
junlor, senlor and graduate courses
offered In UM-D's englneering and
management schools, Students will
pay up to $100 more per term, hiking
UM-D's revenues $400,000.

THE SAD [act s that the Headlee
tax llmitation amendment (sn't
working, at least not without a lot of
court action.

First, the Headlee amendment is
too Intricate to work, a fact- we
pointed out editorially when it was
on the 1878 ballot.

A constitution is supposed to be a
framewark for government. Leave
the maze of details to the statutes,
local erdinances and regulations.
The Headlee amendment, with its
six claborate sectlons of very fine
print, violates the first principle of
constitullonal writing.

A SECOND flaw with the Headlee
amendment is that its intricacy
tempts politiclans to slt up late at
night dreaming of ways to get
around it.

‘That is exactly what happened in
the case declded by Judge Thorburn.
‘While it's true that a few good minds
spotted this violation of the Headlee
amendment right away, the political
fact of life is that it took years for a

ise budgeting

ilt’s the key to fiscal restraint

Tim
Richard

court case to be developed and won.
And iUs actually not over yet, be-
cause the two appellate courts ha-
ven't had a crack at it yet.

The third flaw Is that the Headlee
people, In argulng thelr case,
pounced only on taxes, taxes, taxes
as a source of government revenue,
not on tultions and fees,

So the spenders in Lansing and in
our schoals are concocting all sorts
of revenue-enhancing schemes with-
out calling them taxes. The effects
of taxes and fees, however, are
precisely the same: more money out
of our pockets; more money into the

‘Bold bidder’

HE WAS A BOLD bldder. The
operative word is “was.” Jay was
only 48 when he dled last month of a
heart attack.

It was a shock if not a surprise.
Jay first had a heart attack three
years ago. A former college athlete,
he dropped 10-15 pounds as part of
hls recovery, quit smoking and ex-
erclsed regularly. He was playing
tennis when he died. Good habits and
good Intentions couldn’t overcome
bad genctlcs. His father also dled
young of a hieart attack.

Even immedlately after his first
attack, it was Impossible to magine
that Jay had a heart problem. He
was s0 exuberant, so upbeat, 5o pow-
erful. So healthy.

THERE SHOULD be a way that a
man can hear his culogy before he
dles. The men who spoke at Jay's fu~
neral — a college classmate, a co-
worker, a neighbor — spoke with
varjous degrees of comfort but with
much eloquence. He was a fun per-

government'

THE CENTRAL idea of the
Headlee amendment was and is

. quite correct, Taxes shouldn't be al-

lowed to rise faster than the rate of
inflation, at least not without the
voters knowing about it.

1 was writing about this topie back
in the days when Dick Headlee him-
self was laboring outstate for an ob-
:;:lure outfit called Mobark Indus-

Ccs.

But our mutual goal — keeping
government from taking our income
faster than we can produce it —
can't be accomplished through a con-
stitution. It must be accomplished
through patient attention to every
single line of every single budget by
good clected offlclals with a sense of
self-restraint.

As you can surmise, I'm with Dick
Headlee on this wastrel spending is-
sue. May the Lord grant him a com-
plete recovery so he can start writ-
ing his high-spirited letters agaln.

Thursdoy, December 10, 1887 G&E
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Suburbia forges
economic peace

SQMETIME BACK when the Jap-
anese were in the genesis of their
economle invasion of this country 1
bought a smatl, yellow Toyota,

Nothing sinister In my motlves. 1t
was the best deal around for a young
guy just startlng to work. Ltke many
people at that time, I never gave It
much thought. It was just a car ~
the best deal,

My father frowned a blt. He had
been a saflor in the Paclfic during
World War I1. Generatlons are some-
times prisoners of their own experi-
ences. But be took a ride, anyway,
and admitied it wasn't a bad ride for
the money,

‘The car served its purpose, lasting
six years, in which time the Japa.
nese presence became even more ev-
ident and America went through a
decade of near panic. Would these
Aslan Interlopers, after all, destroy
our economy with thelr products?

WELL, THEY dldn't. After
squirming a bit, American industri-
allsts got their wits about them and
dectded to design more competitive
products — a mainstay credo of cap-
itallsm, competition that Is,

And the Japanese kept coming.
And along with them came the Bel-
glans, Australians, French, Ger-
mans, British, Swiss, Swedes and
Italians.

—

Steve
Barnaby

After a while, many of us dlda't
natice the difference. We dldn't no-
tice when they came to suburban De-
troit to set up their plants and offic-
[

Sure, more often than before, we
would hear a forelgn accent on main
street or in the next booth at a res-
taurant. But few of us rcalized that

Troy Is second with 35. They are fol-
lowed by Livonla and Farmington
Hills, with 19 each.

Suddenly, we are they. In
southeastern Michigan, nearly
40,000 peaple are employed by for-
eign businesses. In Oakland County,
that breaks down to 15,100 people
who bring home a paycheck provid-
ed by a forcign-owned concern, And
that check pays for the mortgage,
the groceries, the car payment and
the ptano lessons.

It "doesn't take much to realize
that what Is happening in suburban
Detroit today Is even more import-
ant than what is happening in Wash-
ington this week. Sure, we need to do
away with nuclear weapons, no
doubt.

But the true path 1o peace is

our suburban area was
one of the most strategic econemic
frents in the world.

A few weeks back, business editor
Marilyn Fitchett assigned a reporter
to find out just what was happenlng
on the cconomle front fn our sub-
urbs.

The results were breathtaking.

IN SOQUTHEASTERN Michigan,
274 forelgn companies from 19 coun-
tries have put out thelr shingles to
say “open for business.” Southfield
leads the pack with 49 businesses,

i

Perlberg

son to be around, He didn't dwell on
adversity. Did he fumble in football?
No matter, he would do-better next
play. Were sales down? They would
plek up, Was life hard? No, life was a

oy,

“Jay was a bold bidder,” sald his
friend who sat at the same bridge
table with him for many ycars, “He
dldn’t always have the cards, but he
always wanted the bld.”

He was successful mere tmes
than not, certatnly more often than
had he been cautious and prudent.
And he had more fun, too.

JAY'S CAREER was llke his
bridge game. He was in sales for a

Our Most
Joyous

nn

%ﬁvﬁ‘y Sale ...

Just in time to add warmth and excitement to your home for the holidays,
Fantastic reductions of 20-50% on every areit rug at Best, Traditional,
colonial, braided, country berbers, dhurries, contemporary
orientals, orientl reproductions, an deco, wild Life mats, decoy rugs,

fur throws, and that's only the beginning. You will never see so

v different kinds of arca rugs in one store s you will see at
Best. And they are all marked down during this Annual
event. $o when the Winter winds blow and you hear
sleigh-bells in the distince and the erackle of the

logs on the fire, you can warm up on the

Arca Rug of your choice from Best.

Make this your Bt Christmas

{The ¥2 OFF on Orientals ends chis
Satueday, Dec. Sth. Hurey in aow

Boit.......

Woodward Jiat South of 12 M3e in Royal Ok + $43-530°

ind woven

for the best selection.)

He was a fun person to be around. He
didn’t dwell on adversity. Did he
fumble in football? No matter, he
would do better next play. Were sales
down? They would pick up. Was life
hard? No, life was a joy.

large corporation. He did well, but
he dldn’t enjoy it.

So to the amazement and conster-
nation of his friends he quit his job
and became his own boss, publishing
a magazine about fishing, undaunted
by the fact that he had absclutely no
knowledge of the publishing field.

*T just put the magazine to sleep,”
he announced proudly after three

Burberrys

. SOMERSET -THE MALL

Open on Sundays 11-6pm until Christmas, Tel: 643 8555

straight days on deadline, putting
out an early cdition. The correct ter-
minology Is “put it to bed.” He may
not have known the slang, but he

knew the business. The magazine .

qulckly became a substantia) suc-
cess, even though he was often hesl-
tant to raise prices, Some of his cli-
ents, he feared, might not feel they
could afford it. He was not in busi-

hrough inter

Forty-slx years ago, Japan was a
faraway, cxotic and mysterious land
whose people we neither understood
nor trusted,

. Today that same country has 112

n 3

Neither Japan or the U.S, would
think of starting a war agalnst the
other. Nejther could afford to.

Sounds llke it's time to open up
that economic path to peace for our
Soviet friends. We've stitl got room.
We can't afford not to, It's the best
deal.

leaves stirring legacy

ness to make the most money he
could.

AFTER JAY'S funeral, one friend
macveled at how someone could be

" so steadily upbeat, 50 positive in the

face of llfe's never-ending struggles.

“I wish I could be more like him,"”
he sald.

Jay would ltkely be puzzled by
that remark. There's no wish to it, he
would say. You just do it.

Most of us don't find it that easy,
although it's hard to figure out why.

lally since copying Jay's style
might make his death easier to live
with.

1f we acted more like Jay, then we
wouldn't have to describe how he
was. We could say proudly, *"This is
the way Jay taught us to be.,” And
Jay \‘would live on, the bold bidder in
usall.
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