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tear down the house. “There was
enough good about this building to
maintaln 1t,” she said, adding that
she also wouldn't want the house re-
moved from Its site and restored
clsewhere.

“We need 10 do some initial things
to stabilize, preserve the house to
prevent It from further deteriorat-
ing,” sald speclal services director
Dan Patter, in a telephone interview
Tucsday.

To put the exterlor of the U-
shaped housc in decent shape would
cost an ecstimated $100,000. That
also would include some work on the
interior, such as converting the oil
furnace, The discovery of 5 percent
asbestos in the house’s plaster walls
also brings some expense. To re-
move the fire retardant would cost
another estimated $40,000, exclud-
ing replacing the walls.

And then there's the site work —

could be moved Into the house. With
Heritage Park serving as the city's
prime recreation area, the ldea
scemed appropriate.

But dollars and the discovery of
asbestos in the plaster walls brought
an end (o that idea. “You'd be put-
ting a lot of money making a slik.
purse out of a sow's car,” Fltzgerald
sald.

HIS COMMENT, however, dldn't
sit well wlth councilwoman Jean
Fox, a formcr member of the Farm-
ington Hlils Historical Commission
and Historle District Commisston.

“It really gets my hackles up to
hear this Is a sow's car, This Is not a
sow’s car,” she sald. '

ample — that’s expected Lo cost just
under $100,000, Potter sald. The
house Is currently used for hunters
safety classes, cross country skilng
and nature studies, he added.

“The house Is in pretty good shape
except for these minor things that
need correcting,” Potter continued.

Plans are atso on the drawing
board for hooking the park and house
up Lo the city’s water and sewer sys-
tem.

A DECISION was not made by the
city councli on what course of action
should be taken with the house. The
jolnt meeting was scheduted for dis-
cusslon only, But councliman Joe Al-
kateeb told his collcagues he wanted
more Information before he would
agrece to any course of action.

»Before 1 can think about stabill-
zation, 1 would like a reasonable
number {cost estimate) for utiliza-

Fox questioned why, throughout
discusslons of the house, the historl-
cal commission was never asked for
an opinion. Slx historic bulldings
have been renovated and preserved

tion,” he sald. “Stabilization and uti!-
{zatlon go hand-in-hand. It's the law
of diminishing returns.”

About 1% years ago, parks and
recreatlon commission chatrman
Dennis Fitzgerald told the city couns
cll he would have a solution of what
to do with the famed estate house
within 90 days.

That promise began what could be
called “the most talked about lssue
among parks and recreation com-
missioners,” Fltzgerald sald,

Finally, after mere than a year of
debate, commissioners “came to the
conclusion (that) we were thinking in
the wrong direction,” Dollars and
cmotlons guided the debates,
Fitzgerald said.

grading, fixing the asphalt, for ex-

Centers
expand
horizons

Care Centers of Michigan, a major
‘provider of long-term care services

for the elderly and Inflrm In south- In

in Farmington Hills, “None of these
have approached the figures you are
talking about,” Fox sald.

“You have another cadre of people
In this city that are quite devoted,”
she said, speaking of the historic
commlssion.

After realizing the prohibitive
costs of using the house as speclal
services offlces, parks and reere-
atlon commissloners turned their at-
tentlon to using it as a community
gathering place for civic organiza-
tions, arts groups, bands and general
cultural purposcs, Fitzgerald sald.

“If you're going to turn it over to
the community, you're In dlrect

ftion with our hbors,”
d sald, about the nearby

east Mlchigan, has bought flve nurs-
Ing homes from Beverly Enterprls-
es. The purchase was agreed to in

Because of ped
city hall, officials had hoped the
growing special services department

Fltzgs
Farmington Community Center,
which scrves a similar purpose.

October, but wasn't final until Dec.
1. In Farmington Hills Willlamsburg
Convalescent Center wlll be known
as Willlamshurg Care Center

Care Centers of Michigan was
founded In 1966 with Qak Hill Care
Center in Farmington and has owned
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The 62-year-cld Spicer Houso may bocome a visitor's center for Heritago Park, although it's
future has not been decided.
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and operated four long-term care fa-
chlitles In southeast Michigan since
the carly 1980s. The acquisition of
the five long-term care facilltles,
formerly owned by Beverly Enter-
prises, brings Care Centers of Michi-
gan's bed total 1o 1,500 beds.

Along with baslc nursing care of-
fered at all njne facillties, some fa-
cilltles offer skilled nursing care, a
closed head injury unit, a resplratory
care unit, a gero-psychiatric pro-
gram for those afflicted with Al-
zheimer's Disease and other demen-
ttas, a supervised llving program li-
censed as a home for the aged,
senlor apartments, home health care
and extended and post-operative
care.
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Men, if you're about to turn 18, it's
time to register with Selective Service
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Also Fraser Fir
Christmas Trees

Douglas Fur. Scotch Pine.
Balsam Fir. Wreaths. Roping

BRAINER’S
GREENHOUSE
51701 Grand River * Wixom
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Carc Centers of Michigan's nine
long-term care facllitles serve Oak-
land, Livingston and Wayne counties
and their surrounding communities.
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Red, Ripe
Boneless Beef Slicin
Chuck Roast 9
SOLD AS ROAST ONLY Tomatoes

31.39.
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/ANDILAR
SAVE 25% to 50%

ON OUR LARGEST SALE EVER! OF FALL AND WINTER FASHIONS
SAVE ON SHOES @ HANDBAGS e BELTS @ JEWELRY & HOSIERY

SALE STARTS TODAY: THURSDAY, DEC. 10
_ HURRY FOR THE BEST SELECTIONS!
ZANDILAR SANDILAR TED

SAVE ON FAMOUS BRAND
‘ SAVE ON DESIGNER SHOES & BOOTS DRESS SHOES, FLATS & BOOTS
; Regularly $80 to $300 : Regularly $35 to $100
© STUART WEITZMAN FOR MARTINIQUE FAMOUS BRAND NAMES

: ® MAUD FRIZON @ ANNE KLEIN ® PANCALD!
' ® PETRA ® D'ROSSANA ® PHYLISS POLAND *
& BEVERLY FELDMAN e VIA SPIGA

® VIA SPIGA @ LJ. SIMONE @ VAN ELI
® MARC ALPERT ® SACHA OF LONDON
o SESTO MEUCCI . MART[N!%Z \)ALERO
ZZANDILNR - ANBILAR TO

(313) 352-7217 (313) 353-4818. .
BOTH STORES: Applegate Square, Northwestern Hwy. and Inkster Rd,, Souihlleld; Ml
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Banquet Dinners
= Beef Enchilada, Western,
Sallsbury Steak, Chopped
Beef, Beans & Franks,
Veal Parmesan, Turkey,g
Mexican Style, Meat Loaf .
or Chicken. 10.25-1202.

Holly Farms
Pick
of the Chix

FAME h
Homogenized

Milk

OPEN: MON. THRU FRI UNTIL 8 P.M. AND SUN. 12-5 P.M. UNTIL CHRISTMAS i




