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Parents journey to find
perfect home day care

By Cacey Hans
staft writer

THOSE THAT leave their children
In Giosa's care “are good parents,”
she sald.

“If you keep looking, you'll find
the right person.”

That “right person” for several
area parents is Denlse Giosa, a pro-
vider in Farmington Hills licensed

. with the state as a family day care
provider. Glosa has played both
sldes of the board, first as a working
mother for 18 months, and now as a
provider.

She sald there has to be a familiar-
Ity, or bond, between parcnts and
provider when choosing a home day
care setting.

“You don't just get along with ev-

Parents using home day care say
It Is convenicat for them and pro-
‘vides a healthy environment for
their children. In many Instances,
the home day care provider becomes
part of the family.

“To me she's really speclal, al-
most llke a second mother, She’s just
like part of the family,” said Livonla
parent Deborah Wanamaker about
her provider, who also lives in Livo-
nia. “She doesn't do It for money; she

Giosa holds monthly meetings, or
conferences, with her parents to let
them know about their children, and
she encourages parents to be a part
of the home day care setting. Glosa,
the parents and children frequently
do things outside of the home as a
group.

She also encourages parent com-
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David and Carof Smith (ooked at other child care programs but decided to go with nanny
Laura Clouse to care for their child, Cathy.

Live-out nanny provides
unique home care option

By Nea! Haldane
stafi wrler

Laura Clouse bristles at the
thought of being compared to “Mary
Poppins.”

But at the same time, Clouse s
proud of her role as a nanny and the
tralning she reccived to take care of
children.

The 25-year-old woman works for
David and Carol Smith of Farming.
ton Hliils taking care of their 8-
month-old daughter, Cathy.

“1 enjoy it," said Clouse. “It's a job
but it's more than that. 1 want to be
with kids and watch them grow. It's
what I want to do.

“Jt's so rewarding watching kids
grow and develop,”

Clouse s a live-out nanny, That
means she watches Cathy while the
Smiths are at work but doesa't live
in thelr house.

“% prefer to be a live-out nanny,
becouse 1 have more time for
myself," she sald.

The Smiths provide medical bene-
tits, two weeks of pald vacation and
contributlons for Social Security and
unemployment.

Nanny care is the most cxpensive
aptlon avaiiable for child care. Costs
range from $220 to $350 a weck plus

benefits, said Marguerite Michels, .

founder and dlrector of the Nanny
Academy of Ameriea,

Even with the cost, the Smiths de-
clded it was the best option for their
tle girk.

THE COUPLE started thinking
about child care when Carol was
pregnant. .

They looked at professional day
care outside the home but were not
comfortable with that type of ar-
rangement.

“We wanted the baby to stay at
home,” Davld sald. “We preferred
she'd stay home, That way she could
make friends In her own neighbor-
hood and would be friends with the
klds she wlil go to school with.”

‘We wanted the baby to
stay at home. We
preferred she'd stay
home. That way she
could make friends in
her own neighborhood
and would be friends
with the kids she will
go to school with.'

— David Smith

father

The Smiths also wanted the more
individual attentlon a nanny would

bring.

They interviewed two people and
came away impressed with Clouse’s
attitude, tralning and references
{rom working as a nanny for a Dear-
‘born Helghts couple. :

And both sides said things have
worked out well since Clouse began
working in August.

But even though the Smiths care-
fully planned and prepared for a
nanny, Carol admilted leaving her
child In the hands of another person
was difficult.

“I've been working for 20 years
and that's the way I'm used to liv-
Ing,” sald Carol who, along with her
husband, works as an engineer for
Ford Motor Co. “It was a tough deci-
sion when it came to do it. I was
ralsed by a mother who stayed

home.

“But 1 feel my daughter is well
taken care of," Carol sald. “And I
don't have to give up my career to
take care of her.”

Carol doesn’t think having some-
one else care for her child is bad. In
fact, she sald, having a nanny works
out well,

“Everyone gets to spend some
time with her and enjoy her. Laura
can go home at 6 when I come home.
I'm happy to sce Cathy.” -

And Laura is pleased with her du-
ties.

“] FEED her. I play with her,”
Clouse sald. “ take her for walks.
All the Httle things. If they want me
to take Cathy to her grandma's, I do.
1 have a log where 1 write down
what I do every day.”

When Calhy is napping, Clouse
writes letters or reads.

Nannles are becoming more in de-
mand, sald Michels of the Nanny
Academy.

For $1,200, peaple can take a nine-
week course to learn how to become
a nanny, Michels said.

She ~started her academy 18
months ago but got the Idea earller
while looking for chitd care opllons
for her two children.

I couldn't find someone who was
trained In first ald, CPR and play ac-
tivities,” Michels said.

So the academy Lralns students in
these and other child-development
areas. The academy also acts as a
referral service to match nannles
with families.

“We have a lot of famllles on a
waiting llst,” she.sald. “They want
this individual attentlon.”

The academy also is a member of
a professional organlzation -~ Amer-
jcan Counchl of Nanny Schools. The
organization was created to set min-
imal standards for nanny schools,
Michels said.. .

Clouse, who took a similar panny
course offered through Delta Col-
lege, expects to continue-her work
until she gets married.

“}t seems like there are not the
pannles for the jobs avallable
Clouse sald. “But parents can trust
thelr children with us because they
are getting good care.”

And even though Clouse belleves
in the nanny concept, she said she
would rather stay home with her
own children.

“1 guess I like kids so much I
would want to be home to watch
them.”

Day care at home becomes.
one of most popular options

Continued from Page 1

children, and “group day care
homes” where providers may care
for up to 12 children, Michigan s
only one of elght states to have such
guldelines, according to recent news

reports.

. Heads of both reglonal 4-C organ-
{zations stress the Importance of 1l
censing, and placing children Ina -
censed facility. “We have to provide
a healthy, quality environment for
our children,” said Carol Quarter-
'man, head of the Wayne 4-C.

BUT LOCAL soning pressures
from some communities are causing
problems for even state-licensed
‘home day care providers, Many are
forced to go “underground” and not

register with the stale Department
of Soctal Services or thelr local it
1

es.

Providers In citles Including
Farmington Hills, Livonia, Detroit,
Jackson, Troy and others have faced
similar problems during the past
year, according to Darlene Feldman,
a licensed group day carc provider
in Farmington Hills, Feldman also
founded Parents to Legalize In-
Home Child Care, an cducational
and polillcal group that fights for the
rights of home day care providers
throughout Michigan.

“¥e're really looking out for each
other,” sald¢ Feldman, who faced an
attack from her.neighbors and the
city this year because of reposted
excess traftic from her day care ser-

Groups provide home

. Following are resource tele-
;phone numbers for ts search-
‘ing for home day care providers In
:Wayne and Oakland counties. They
+are also resource numbers for pro-
sviders:

! = Michigan Department of So-
sclal Services, (817) 373-8300.
 ® Oakland County Community

day care information

Coordinated Child Care Council,
858.5140,

@ Detroit/Wayne County Child
Care Coordlnating Councll, 579-

.,

® Oakland County Department
of Social Services, 838-1484.

® Parents to Legalize In-Home
Child Care, 831-9027.

vice. Day care zoning Issues have
come before zonlng boards, city
councils, and are being argued in the
courts in some citles.

“I'm on trial for being licensed —
that's what's golng on In the tri-coun-
ty area,” she added. “My heart goes
out to these people, The pressure of
not knowing what to do. . . I'know
how it affects your family.”

Quarterman sald zoning lssucs

* have become a societal concern.

“The broader issue that really con-
cerns me, she sald, “is f children
cannot be cared for in home selfings,
then where is it we really want our
children to be, as a community?”

CUCHETTI SAID her QOakland
County Child Care Assoclation was
formed more than 10 years ago as a
discussion and support group, but
zoning problems hat evolved In the
carly 1960s made the issue more po-
litical. .

There are a “handful” of similar
support groups forming throughout
the state, Cuchett! said one is organ-
izing in Western Wayne County.

Despite some community cone
corns, home day care providers still
believe they give quality carc at a
reasonable price in the most come
fortable setting. Home care groups
are smaller, the home environment
is familiar and adaptable, and the
setting can ba more flexible, provid'
erssay.

Joves the llttle ones. I count my
blessings every day.”
Wanamaker Is one of the lucky

ones.

She found her provider while on
maternity leave, just two weeks be-
{ore returning to her job as market-
ing dircctor of the Livonia Mall. Af-
ter placing a newspaper ad, and
making repeated inquiries, her cous-
in guided her to a “wonderful wom-
an" who “really goes alt out™ for her
young charges.

Finding good, quality home day

care has given Wanamaker peace of
mind.
“I really am glad,” she sald. “He'll
learn to share and be around other
people. He'll learn to Interact. I'm
hoping that I've chosen the right way
toge.”

FARMINGTON HILLS resident
Dawn Aubrey began looking for day
care when she was three mon
pregnant.

“ kept asking people I knew. It
was just a matter of asking anybody
and everybody,” said the Southfield
executive. “I started so early, the
peaple I contacted couldn’t commit.”

Aubrey checked Michlgan Depart
ment of Soclal Services listings,
found a newsletter In which to ad-
vertise, and finally found a licensed
Farmington Hllls home day care
provider who Is “on my way to work.
It warks out very well.”

Aubrey Is able to visit with her
chitd during her Junch hour each day.

“If you really want to go back ta
work, you can't give up,” Aubrey
stressed.

She spent her lunch hours calling
day care providers and spent her
evenings visiting homes, trying to
find the one that was right.

eryone,” she said. “If you feel com-
fortable, the kids will, too. Your
chlld's an extension of you, not any-
body else.” .

munication.

“They shouldn't be Intimidated,”
she sald. “Say it — it's your kid
abave and beyond all.”

TOM ARNETT/stalf priotogrephor

Deborah Wanamaker said her chiid care providar is aimost o

second mother Lo her son, Brett.

A GIFT OF CARING

Life Pack Emergency Rescue and
First Aid System...an invaluable
safety kit in your home, office
or vehicle. The floatable,
water-tight container protects
clearly labeled, organized
supplies and step-by-step
instructions. $95.

" Jacobson’s

Shop Saturday Until 6.

Happy Holidays'

CONVENIENT HOLIDAY HOURS. OPEN MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY UNTIL 9.
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