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Giving —theme of kindergarten project

‘There’s a lot of
(parent) volunteer
work in the classroom.
They believe in the
program.’

— teacher Gayle Zimmerer

Collins Ed

By Casay Hans
staff writor

LAMEDA EARLY Chlldhood
Center  kindergarteners

learned a lesson in giving
this month,

Some dld houschold chores, while
others raked leaves or fed the family
cat. They all found ways to carn
money to buy books for needy chil-

made out of red and greon paper.

dren. The project was a voluntary
one, but all the chlldren participat.
ed, according to teacher Gayle
Zimmerer.

“There are a lot of things the kids
learned from this. They developed
an awareness of the children who
didn’t have books,” Zlmmerer safd.

Students also learned how to carn
money, its value, and the importance
of giving it away without receiving
any reward, she sald.

Alameda’s kindergarten is part of
a centrallzed kindergarten pilot pro-
gram, which began in the Farming-
ton distrlet this fall,

A total of 79 students are attend-
ing the pilot at elther Alameda or
Fairview early chlldhood centers,
according to Alameda supervisor/
principal Mary Lou Sommerville.
There are two classes at each center;
many of the chlldren are bused to
school each day.

THE CENTRALIZED program Is
an clective one; parents choose
whether to send thelr children to the
early childhood centers, or to kinder-
garteas at individual elementary
schools.

Nearly 100 students corolled In
the program when it began In Sep-

* tember, Numbers have declined be-

cause of shifting populations and
“relocating” of families, assistant
superintendent Mary Lou Ankele
told the school board In November.
Sommervllle sald other parents re
‘moved thelr children from the half-
day program because of day care

concerns.

The hollday book giving at Alame-
da is just one project veteran klnder-
garten teacher Zimmerer is dolng
for her youngsters, who llve through-
out the distrlet.

The Alameda kindergarteners
carned $86 — cnough to purchase 45
children's books, which were donat-
od to chiddren through the “Gift of
Reading" program sponsored by
Focus: HOPE and the Detroit Free
Press,

Kindergartener Steven Ryan's
money-ralsing venture was a bit dif-
ferent: he collected 84 deposit bot-
tles to generate money for the

project.
All the children designed thelr
own “wrapping paper,” stlected a
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Inkwell provides primary and
secondary school news and infor-
mation about Farmington-area
students. The column appears
monthly throughout the pear as
part of the Observer's “Schoot
Page.” Send news items to: The
School Page, Farmington Observ-
er, 33203 Grand River, Farming-
ton 48024. Include a tclephone
number where a contact person
can be reached during the day.

© TOP WINNERS

Five students (rom North Farm-
Ington High School took top honors in
the Junior englneering Technleal So-
clety'’s National Englneering Aptle
tude Search Test — more than any
other school in this year’s program.
All placed in the top five percent of
students tested.

The test was adminlstered by the
Lawrence Institute of Technology In
Southfteld.

North Principal Don Cowan and
LIT Dean of Engineering Robert
Ellis presented awards to the follow-
ing students: jualor and Iln}-place

b a senlor at
Hills Cranbrook Kingswood Upper
School, was commended by the Na-
tional Merlt Scholarship Corp. He
was lauded for his score on the 1986
prelimtnary  scholastic aptitude
exam.

© MUSIC CLINIC

‘The concert orchestra from Power
Mlddle School in Farmington Hills
attended a string clinle at Eastern
Michlgan Unlversity in ¥psilanti this
falt, The clinic was an all-day actlvi-
ty sponsored by the Michlgan Schoal
Band and Orchestra Association.

@ SHE PUBLISHES

Michelle Jacabsen, a seventh
grader at Power Middle School in
F: d a re

Merey Is one of 1,400 secondary
schools that participated In nine
state Board of Education forums this
month. The forums are held as part
of Project Outreach, implemented
by the state board in 1981 to im-
prove public attltudes about publie
schoots.

® CAREERS STRESSED

The sccond math and sclence ¢a-
reers seminar for sixth and ninth
grade girls is planned for Friday,
Jan, 29 from 8:30-11:30 am, at Oak-
land Community College. 1t is spon-
sored by the Farmingten Glited and
Career Development Department in
cooperallon with the Farmington
branch of the American Assoclatlon
of Unlversity Women.

from Far

view of a children’s game, “Presi-
dentlal Game," n the October Issue
of “Creative Klds,”" a national maga-
2ine based in Mobile, Ala.

She submltted lhe article as a
project In the glfted and talented
program last year while a student at
Longacre E]emlcnlary. Mary Joyce

winner James Sung; pi
winners Tim McMinn, a junlor, Da-
vid Appel, a junlor, and Michael
Blum, a senlor; and honarable men-
tlon-award winner Amy Thursam, a
sophomore at North.

All the North Farmington winners
reside in Farmington Hllls.

Some 267 students participated in
thls year's exam at LIT, which tests
student abllilities tn verbal, numeri-
cal, science and mechanical com-
prehension.

© WRITING WINNER
* A Mercy High School student has
won a national writing competltion.
- Mary Strimel of West Bloomfleld
wag one of two students nomlnated
Iéy the Farmington Hills school’s
nglish department for the National
Councll of Teachers of English
Achlevement Awards In Writlng
competition. She was selected as one
of 700 natfonal winners out of 6,000
entrics.

Also nominated was Jennifer
Burns of Farmington Hills. Each stu-
dent submitted samples of her best
work, including an Impromptu essay.

@ HE'S COMMENDED
~ ,Farmlinglon Hills resident Steven

Readler at d the project at
Laongacre.

® HATS OFF

French classes at Power Middle
Schoo] in Farmington Hllls celebrat-
cd a French hallday Nov. 24 by mak-
Ing hats. DELTA coorindator Barba-
ra Rebbeck and teacher Martie
Parts helped coordinate the project.
Stedent hats were judged on creativ-
ity and won prizes.

@ STAFFER LAUDED

The Michigan Assoclation of
School Psychologists. Presidential
Award was presen to. James
Miner, a special education psycholo-
glst for Farmington Publle Schools.

He received his award at the asso-
clation's annual conference held In
October In Traverse City, The award
was glven “in appreciation and rec-
ognition of professional actlvity,
leadershlp, and dedication to profes-
slona) and school psychology.

The conference siressed the phi-
losophy “All Children Can Learn.”

@ S0PARTICIPATE

Flity Mercy High School students
participated Dec. 1 in a day-long stu-
dent leadershlp forum at the Farm-
ington Hills achool.

schoots, and other nelghboring com-
munitles, are belng Invited to the
event. A keynote speaker from the
National Acronautics Space Admin-
Istratlon is scheduled to speak.

® BLOOD DRIVE

A commmunity bleod drive spon-
sored by Farmington Public Schools
employees and the American Red
Cross Is slated for Monday, Dec. 21,
from 1-7 p.m. at Ten Mile School.

Employees are volunteering for
everything from setup to serving re-
freshments to scheduling appoint-
ments ang glving blood. To schedule
an appolntment, call Gert LeFevre
at 477-1300.

® HOLIDAY SPIRIT

Students at Gill Elementary in
Farmington Hills are working to
make a child happy Lhis holiday sca-
son, AS a school project for Decem-
ber, each class will £ill 15-Inch stock-
ings with gum, nuts and small per-
sonal ltems for the Red Cross to
distribute to needy children.

The studenis are also collecting
canned goods for the Farmington
Arca Goodfellows,

® GROUP SCHEDULED

The Interlochen Arts Academy
Dance Troupe Is scheduled to per-
form at Farmington High School this
winler, a program co-sponsored by
the school district and the Farming-
ton Community Center.

The performance is scheduled for
March 1 at 7:30 p.am. in the high
school's auditorium,
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Gayle Zimmerer, an Alameda centralized kin- son, 8, wrap a packago.

dergarten program teachor, helps Kristen Ote-

book to give, wrapped the books and
signed their names to them.
Zimmerer is encouraging such mul-
tifaceted projects In her classrooms.

THE CENTRALIZED pllot is a
program she supports. Zlmmerer re-
quested a transfer into the program
from her previous post as a develop-
mental  kindergarten teacher at
Falrview. Another veteran kinder-
garten teacher, Barbara Bennett, is
teaching two centralized kindergar-
ten sesslons at Fairview.

“The parents have been very sup-
portive,” Zimmerer sald about the
pilot program. “There's a lot of (par-
cnt) volunteer work in the class-
room. They belleve in the program.”

‘The one-year optional pilot was in-
stituted this fall, after several hun-
dred parents attended a school board
meeting In the spring. They were
protesting the possible centrallzation

other choice is there?

of the district’s entire

photos by RANDY BORST/stalt photographer

program.

-A parent at that meeting suggest-
cd the optional approach and it ap-
pears the district plans to leave it
that way,

“1 really like the idea of the op-
tion,” sald Sommervllle, who also
served on & 1985-86 early childhood
task force that d some

belng i this}
year chalred by Richard Rulter, su-+
pervisor/principal at Falrview. The
study committee Includes principals, 1
administrative staff members, resl-
dents and Kkindergarten and flrst-
grade teachers from each clementa-
ry butldlng.

changes in the kindergarten pro-
gram. “I den't think the community
is ready for a full {centrallzed) pro-
ram.”

She sald the centrallzed program
has been an easy transitlon for many
children who atlended other pro-
grams atl the early childhood cen-
lers. There are also many “first

borns™ — students who don't' have-

older brothers or sisters to follow
into elementary school, she said.

The centrallzed kindergarten pilot
Is part of an carly childhood study

C are attend-
ing early childhood conferences, vis-
iting programs in other districts, and
are planning an in-service sesslon
for kindergarten and first.grade
teachers this year, according to a re-
port from Superintendent Graham
Lewis. An early childhood consultant
from Michlgan Stale University is
also being used as a resource.

. “They (the committee) will inves-
tigate relevant lssues facing Farms
Ington, as we prepare to adjust the
curriculum to reflect current prace |
tlces,” Lewis sald. ~

PP PP PP

“Shopping was easy. So can
we move up the holidaysr”

Holiday convenience. That's the real Twelve Qaks advantage.

Selection that never ends, all under one roof. So you can walk in, do your holiday
shopping, walk out, and know you've done it all. In the besl of laste,

Twelve Oaks. For convenience, really what
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twelvelloaks maill. -



