By SBus Mason
statf wrltor

The students do everythlng from

“Quict on the sel’* lzn't an uncom-
mon call In Sharon McDonald's
classroom,

That's because her clussroom ls
Clarenceville High School’s new tele-
vislon atudio,

‘Twenty-six students — a blg group
for a hands-on class, according lo
McDonald — are leamning about me-
dla production by doing It them-
selves.

aperating the cameras and directing
the to plugging In credits
on the videolape and being the audis
ence and talk show hosts and host-

- Whul 1 like about this class [s it
makes the kids think on thelr feet,”
MecDonald sald. “They get to use al}
of thelr skills in a new dimension. I
Incorporate  everything thcy ve
Iearned kn other classes in thls,

The Clarenceville School District

spent $25,000 to convert a classroom

not only

Peggy LaFranco's

from the guest of but the

LICENSED NRON-PROFIT HOME FOR THE ELDEHLY
* Loving care around the clock
« Elegant new bulldl
» Qualnt country se Ing
¢ VACATION AND HOLIDAY STAYS WELCOME

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN WOODHAVEN
LOCATED IN LIVONIA
261-9000

CHRISTMAS
SPECIALS

This year we grew the most benuuhll crop
of Poinsettias for Christmas!

4 POTS - Up o6 Blooms
6" POTS - Upto 10Blooms
8" POTS - Upto22Biooms ..... 212,98
10" POTS - Upto32 Blooms $14.98

We Also Carry Beautiful
Poinsettia Trees & Larger Plants
with over 100 Blooms

Beautiful Fresh Cut
CHRISTMAS TREES
¥, _From *5.98 0 *29.98

TEL-NINE GREENHOUSE

(formerly Schroders Greenhouse)
4951 e Rd.

(% Mlll.- W of Tclcgrnph)
in »355-1059

MICHIGAN RESIDENTS

Triple Tax-Exempt

Into the television studio and It
wasn't a simple

McDonald, workln g part Ume for
the district, spent last year vislting
high school televislon studles in
Southfield, Birmingham, Livoals,
Farmington and Huron Vailey.

She took the best feature of each

and incorparated it Into her plan for - B

Clarenceville's studlo,

Much of the work of converting
the classroom Into a studio was done
by school maintenance employces
and with the help of MetroVision of
Livonla and donatlons from area
business, it was fllled with camera
and seund equlpment and furniture,

McDONALD IS no stranger to
televiston. A former Plymouth-Can-
ton teacher, she majored in journal.
[sm In college, taking newspaper
writing/broadcast classes. She also
has been host of MetroVision's
“Community Upbeat" program for
four years.

Her Introduction to Clarenceville
came when she interviewed Superin.
tendent Michael Shibler for National
Education Week, ter he ap-
proached her about handling the hlsh
school television ¢l

-“T'm a frustraf joumalht, %0 It
really feels good (o me to do what
my love [s,” she said, “This is kind of
my baby.”

McDonald has found that her stu-
dents’ personalities have blossomed

“through their exposure to television

productlon,

In just a few months they have
produced several 30-second public
service announcements on such teen.
related toples as pregnancy and drug
abuse. They also are producing 15+
minute “Student Spotlight” shows,
Interviewing everyone from the 1987
homecoming queen td Shibler.

Two students also are working on
a “Clarenceville News Update,” a
news program geared for fellow stu-
dents, and others are edlting fllm
{ootage of the district's sesquicen-
tennial celebratlon last June.

The class Isn't all bands-on. Like
regular high school classes students
have a textbook and workbook that
blend In with the currlculum devel.
oped by McDona

GUEST SPEAKERS from local

Thursday. Docomber 10, 1987 O&E
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Cilarenceville focusmg on television class

phatos by STEVE FECHT/staff photographer

Floor manager Sabrina Catt (center) counts (left) and Chris Gilders take aim with the cam-

down to tha start of taping as

televislon stations have visited the
class to discuss productlon tech-
niques, and the students have also
taken a field trip to Channet 7's stu-
dlos in Southfleld to see a taping of
“Kelly and Company"” and tour the
facilitles.

“What | was really proud of was
that they could appreclate what they
saw,” McDonald sald of the trip.
“They've really done a lot in such a
short time.”

The studlo, however, fsn't just for
high school students. Future plans
include bringing in elementary stu-
dents to help with productions and
working with the community educa-
tlon program to preduce shows on
such subjects as flower arranging,
McDonald said.

“There's 50 many uses for this stu-
dlo that it's mind boggling,”
McDonald said. “This Is a thing of

Bonnia Grech earas,

the future, and there will be places
(jobs) out there for these students
and cable has given them an avenue
to show off their work.”

McDonald has found the students
take the class seriously. She believes
that part of that seriousness is be-
cause the studio looks like a profes-
slonal studlo.

She admits that there's more to
the class than teaching the students
how to operate the equipment. They
are also tackling pre- and post-pro-
ductlon technigues, set deslgn and
lighting.

“FILMING IS a very short time,”
she added. “There’s a lot that goes
on before and after that makes it
look good. They've learned that it
takes patience and teamwork.”

1f McDonald bad her druthers, the

class would be two hours long to
avercome the difflculty of setting up
and tearing down sets before Lhe stu-
dents rush off to their next class.
Right now she's Jooking forward to
next year when an advanced televi-
sion class will be offered.

“What I love about this class is
that there's a place in it for every-
body to feel success,” she sald. “You
don't have to be a straight A student
to succeed,

“1 have one studest who bas a
hearing problem. He helped tape the
homecoming and liked it so much
that he's golng to do all the basket-
ball gami

The Clarenceville School Dis-
trict includes portions of Livonia,
Redﬁ;rd Township and Farming-
ton

(o]
O
o}
o]

O

A

fuavanea
A iy

e

B ]

0000000000

Q000000000000 0000000000000C000000000000000OOO0OI. "L

ENING

0000000000000000000000000000O000O000

3 DAY PICK UP
or 5 DAY DELIVERY TO YOURHOME ~ —

* 1" Aluminum mini-blinds all custom
made
» Wood mini-blinds also available

Come in and compare our quality and
low-priced blinds to other so-called .
“named brand” mini blinds. (We are the
first direct manufacturer to be able to pass
on these savings to you!)
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