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Rocks
destroy
Trenton

By Dsn O'Moara
sttt wrlter

- When coach Fred Thomann and
1he members of his Plymouth Salem
Birls basketball team establlshed
their llst of goals for the 1987 sea-
son, one was a return trip to the
Class A semifinals,

. The Rocks wanted another shot af-
ter getting there Jast year and being
stopped short of a chance for the big
prize by Detroit Martin Luther King.

Satem more than earned that op-
portunity Wednesday night with a
surprisingly easy 55-32 declslon over
an outmanned Trenton ballclub in
the quarterfinal contest at Southfield
Hlgh School.

“Qne of our goals was to get to the
Final Four, and now we're there,”
‘Thomann said. “We've played the fa-
vorlte role so much this year, it be
comes difflcult with the expectation
of always winnlng.

“Now it’s a sltuatlon in which you
have four great teams, We're one
and we're happy about that.”

SALEM WILL face Detrolt Cass
Tech, champion of the Public School
League, in the 8 p.m. game Friday at
Grand Valley State College. Cass
Tech, 21-1, eliminated - Sterling
Helghts Stevenson 54-41 Wednesday.

ere was lttle doubt the Rocks,
25-1. would be moving on In the state
tournament when they opened up a
19-4 lead at the end of the first quor-
ter,

De¢na Head scored 15 of her game-
high 28 points in the first half, and
Salem's 37-11 lead at halftime made
the last two quarters a matter of
metely flnishing up.

"The Rocks will make their third
appearance in the semis, having also
been there under former coach Bob
Blohm in 1880, A victory Friday
would send Salem Into the state final
for the first time, however,

“We're really excited because
we're able to go,” senfor Keri Mc-
Bride sald, “This Is the best type of
basketball you can play.

“WE'VE WORKED really hard to
get thls far,” Head sald, “and we're
looking forward to our next game.”

Salem wasted no tlme setting a
pattern for the evening when they
scored the first slx points and

Jjumped tn front 17-2 on Barb Krug's
hgok with under two minutes left In
the opening quarter.

The Trojans played a diamond-
and-one with a player shadowing

Head, but Salem explolted a weak-
ness In the Trenton defense by lobb-
ing~the ball over the defenders'
heads for alley-oop layups.

Head slipped behind lhl! defense

BILL IJRESLEWIIn"Dholowlth

Junlor guard Jlil Estey contributed ‘tour pointa and 10 assists
to Salem's lopsided 55-32 triumph over Trenton in quarterfinal

play Wednesday.

and got things started that way.
Krug and McBride got Into the act
later as Salem's lead continued to

“With the defense they were play-
ing and trylng to double team Dena,”
‘Thomann sald, “we were able to iso-
late our post people 1-on-1 and dump
the ball Inside. That helped us spread
the game apart.”

THE ROCKS had at lcast a two-
inch height advantage at every posl-
tlon across the front, and that not
only is reflected by Salem’s scoring
success Inside but also In its rpe-
bounding.

Salem domlnated the backboards
30-11, and Trenton had no more than
a couple of second shots all night.
Head collected 12 rebounds and
Krug slx.

But the Rocks really didn't need
thelr helght on the defenslve boards
early since thelr perimeter defense
confounded the Trojans. Trenton at-
tempted only three shots In the first
quarter, and It turned the ball over
without taking a shot on five of lts
first seven possesslons.

Furthermore, Salem held a team
that brought a 21-3 record Into the
contest to just 17 points through
three perlods, an outstanding defen-
sive statistle regardless of the ap-
parent mismatch.

“Our ability to do that and play
the kind of defense we do Is the rea-
son we're in the sltuatlon we are
right now,” Thomann said.

“WE TOOK on a good Ladywood
team and defensed them pretty well,
We did the same with a good Mercy
team and Trenton tenlght, We've had
o number of good defensive games
now."

While the Trojans had thelr offen.
sive troubles, Salem was 9-0f-12 in
the first quarter and shot $B percent
for the half, Trenton was 4-0f+12 dur-
ing the half and went O-for-9 in the
third quarter.

Krug took a lob pass from Head

for the first basket of the second pe- -

tiod, and JII Estey, who had 10 as.
sists, Stacy Sovine and Head com-
bined to give Salem a 27-4 lead,

The second half opencd with Head
scoring Salem's first nine points for
a 46-12 lead (hat cemented the out-
come. Trenton nearly doubled its
score in the last flve minutes to
make the score more respectable
than it actunlly was,

Krug added 10 points and McBride
six. Trenton's Pattie Toth scored 12
points and Julle Mans nine.

"For us, it was a matter of work-
ing through the game,” Thomann
said. "It was a good one for us to
play after plnylng Mercy and Lady-
wood 5o taugh.

Mercy made strong bid
for title after poor start

By Dan O'Meara
statt wrller ”

The {irst half was merely an aber-
ratlon,

The real Plymouth Salem-Farm-
ington Hills Mercy girls basketball
Eu{?e showed ftsel{ in the second

alf,

The Rocks were the team in con-
trol through two quarters of Jast Sat-
urday's regional final at Southtlcld
High School. And that gave the illu-
sory impresslon of an expected Sa-
lem romp.

But maintalnlng the history of
quallty games between the schools,
the Marlins turned the tables in the
second half, and the fans dldn't go
away disappointed,

Especially the Salem following,
which saw the Rocks regroup for a
41-34 victory and a berth in the Class
A quarter{lnals,

SALEM COACH Fred Thomann
could relax and ponder that accom-
plishment after the Rocks weathered
the second-hall storm,

“This |s what you practice for and
plan on,” he said. "Tonight we got an
cxr:n]lnm performance under pres-

“Bu(h teams did a tremendous job
of that,"

Dena Head, who had 10 polnts by
halitime and finished with a game-
high 24, and Ji1l Estey accounted for
all of Salem's first-half polnts. The
Rocks' 18-9 lead was relatively
small, but scemed larger consldering
the way Mercy struggled through the
flrst half,

Salem's man-to-man defense de-
nied the Marlins many good shooting
chances, and Mercy made only three
of 18 fleld goals until Patty Chapp
popped a three-polnter at the buzzer,

“OUR DEFENSE in the first half
was sensatlonal,” Thomann sald.
“For a half, that was as good a de-
{fenslve effort as we've had.”

“'We obvlously never got on track,
ard we grew more and more {cata-
tlve, afrald to make a mistake,”
Merey coach Larry Baker said,
“That's a real difffcult thing to push
through.”

The second hall began on a com-
pletely opposite note. The Marlins
looked like a different team, more
confident on offense, more deter.
mined on defense.

“Even though we had them pretty
easy In the flrst half, they huag in
there,” sald Thomann, crediting
Baker for preparing his team well.

Thomann also noted the first
game, which Salem won 56-54 in
Scptember, was similar. In that
game, the Rocks jumped out to an
carlv lead, but Mercv made its
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comeback In the second quarter that
time, and the game was tight until
the end.

“THIS TIME thcy dominated (he
third quarier, and It took a good ef-
fort on our part in the fourth to get
the game back under wraps,” Tho-
mann sald.

Mercy threw a pro_:s at the Rocks
right away and then fcll back Intoa
man-to-man defense that was just as
effective as Salem's was against the
Marlins earller.

“At the risk of boasting, I know no
outfit has defensed Satem as well as
we did (onight,” Baker sald. “The
kids executed the defense to perfec-
tlon."

‘The Rocks shot Just under 50 per-
cent In the second half but had only
16 attempls. Meanwhlle, Mercy's
shooting improved considerably to
10-0f-21.

‘The Marlins took their only lead,
21-20, after outscoring Salem 12-2 in
the first slx minutes of the second
half. It was a new game and one that
looked headed for the wire again.

“THE KEY thing was the mental
change the kids made,” Baker sald.
“They took the chaurngc. Like the
saying ‘No guls, no glory,’ they were
willing to risk a m shot.

*“They put themselves In a position
to win the game agalnst onc of the
best teams In the state and, without
question, the best player in the
state,” he added.

- Sensing the urgency of the situa-
tton and change in the flow of the
game, the Rocks rallied thelr forces,

actually began their comeback be-"
fore the third quarter was out.

Head gave the Rocks a 25-23 lead
gaing [nte the finale and then scored
nine patnts In the decisive fourth
quarter.

The Rocks might have had & big-
ger lead at halftime H not for some
missed opportunities. But, with the
game on the line and time running
down, Salem went to work and pre-
vented another nall-biting flnish,

“NOT UNTIL the fourth quarter'
did we kick In offenslvely,” Tho:}
mann said. “We did what we had tq*
do” :

While the Rocks won a reglonal
title for the fourth time In the last
five years, Mercy saw Its streak of
seven straight reglonal champlon-
ships end.

“You'd like to sce it go on Inter-
minably,” Baker said, “but the key is
we kept (he traditlon allve.

“1 told {the players) during onc of
the timeouts they were playing like
champions, and they finlshed the
game like champions, It could have
gone elther way.

“They were sobbing in the locker
room, but I told them they should
hold thelr heads up.”

That the Rocks won such a big
ballgame obviously made for a hap-
py Salem camp. But it also was thelr
second tournament win in which
they were pressed Into producing re-
sults, Salem had climinated Livonia..
Ladywood in the reglonal opener. 2

“Belng able to play these kind of
games and be successful has been In-

with Head leading the charge, and valuable,” Thomann said. :
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Parker Classic Pens and
Pen & Pencil Sets are now
on sale. A choice of fine
finishes, including sterling
silver, matte black, navy,
burgundy, gray, tea rose,
ivory, or stainless steel.

Individual pens from

The Goodfeliow organization is strictly
voluntary, so all funds collected go to
needy children. Help imake this
Christmas a happy one, Please fifl our
the accompanying coupon antd niake ¢
coniribution. Thunk you!
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SOUTHFIELD
17855 W. 12 Mile al Southfield Rd.
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TAYLOR
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