Singer to give 5 shows

Cantinued from Page 7

" She thinks Birmingham s an ide-
al locatlon for cabaret singers to
perform. Praising the altractlons
of Birmingham and the surround-
[ng suburbs, she said, “IU's a great
area, one of Lhe tap places in De-
trolt,”

For her engagement at Punchi.

ncllo’s, Whiting will sing songs by
her father, composer Rlchard
Whiting (who worked with Johnny
Mercer as lyrlclst), songs by Mer-
cer (who sometimes wrote boih his
awn music and lyries), and also
some songs from her new album.
- “The Lady’s In Love With You"
i3 the album, on the Audlophile la-
bel. Whiting also recently authored
her autobiography, “It Might As
Well Be Spring,” published early
last year. The book title’s from a
Rodgers and s0ng.

productlon and bired a writer, who
has completed the script. Now
she's looking for a dlrector and
cast.

In the muslcal, featuring all of
Mercer's songs, cast members will
play mythlcal characiers in the
1940s. One of them s supposedly
Johnny Mercer. Whiting hopes Lo
get someone like Bobby Morse to
star In this role. She's also looking
for someone like Maurcen McGo-
vern for the show, she sald.

Whiting wants to cast Caral
Woods in “Dream.” Woods, an Eng-
lish performer, appeared with
Whiting in a concert show aboutl
Mercer, Whiting, too, will appear
in"Dream.”

. The production wlll be presented
in workshop. She'd like to see it
land on Braodway but, “I want to
take it around the country flrst.

. WHITING 1S currently lavolved
in two shows headed for the stage.
“My friends have a play and wrote
a part for me,” she sald. The show,
being done in workshop, Is “I Love
You Jimmy Valentine,” based on
an O'Henry story. Both a movie
and a play have been presented

can be a onc-night
stand.”

WHITING RECENTLY per-
formed, to rave reviews, at the Al-
gonquln In New York, which she
calls “the most [famous hotel
room.” She returns to the Algon-
quln Tuesday, Jan. 5, and wlil stay
there through February.

about &
The new production is a musical
verslon.

“I wlll play Hattie,” Whiting
sald. “She's bold and brasay, full of
Jife. She wi)l seli you anything.”

Another show she's working on is
a musical called “Dream,” based
on the lite of Johnny Mcrcer. “The
Mercer show Is very close to my
heart," she said, “He was my men-
tor, He started me on Capitol

Records.
Whitlng holds the rights to the

‘“The bl are gone. We
have the smaller rooms. The most
successful things today arc the
comedy rooms,” she commented on
teday's cntertalnment scene and
tiow it affects the cabaret singer.

Dinner shows Friday-Satur-
day at Punclinello's are $42.50
per person. After-theater caba-
ret is $15 per person. Sunday
dinner and show is $42.5¢ per

person. For more information |

call 5307294,
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Dwelleys shine i

Performances of the Main
Stage Theatre Guild production
of “The Gin Game" continue at 8
p.m. Fridays-Saturdays, Dec, 11«

Guest 117’8 direction and the experi-
enced presence of the Dwelleys.
Thete are holes in the script of thls
drama that dealls honestly with socl-

12, 18-19, and 2 p.m. d Dec.
13 and 20, at Groves High Schoal,
13 Mile at Evergreen Road in
Beverly Hills. Tickets are $6 gen-
cral udmission, $5 for seniors.

Enter Dee Dwelley as Fonsia Dor-
sey, a 71-year-old dlabetic in a long,
tacky bathrobe. Enter Dike Dwelley,
as Weller Martin, afflicted with “an
advanced case of old age in an
even crummler bathrobe,

The two characters meet on the
shabby porch of an old-age home.
Weller, missing work, takes card
games seriously. Fonsia could care
less about cards, but she likes
Weller's company 30 he teaches her
to play gin rummy. Alas, Fonsia
can't seem to lose . . . And the audl.
cnce I8 instantly caught up tn D.L.
Coburn’s scaring, blackly humorous
play "“The Gln Game,"

The Malin Stage Theatre Gulld has
glven us a marvel of a production,
due In large measure to Edgar A,

ety's attitludes toward
the aged. The Dwelleys make us for-
get the holes while we watch Dike’s
foot beat Lime ever more insistently
as he counts the cards, and Dee's
face change from bemusement (o
confusion and rage.

The play seems Lo be telllng us
that we can't outgrow our failings,
can't change our natures, can't leave
the past behind, can’t really touch
each other. Yet these characters de-
velop a bond.

AS WELLER and Fonsia, the two
sharp, brainy oldsters, learn about
each other, they grow increasingly
savage toward each ather.

“Gin Game" lays the theory that
“age brings wisdom” thoroughly to
rest, The agonlzing pasts Fonsta and
Weller share and guess at, and hurt
each other with, turn them into a
couple who ftnally hurt each other so
much they can no longer help each

other.
Practlcal Fonsta can't understand
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n ‘Gin Game’ |

Helen
Zucker

Weller's terror-filed dreams and
calmly calls them “just nerves.”
Weller can’t understand Fonsia’s
feelings as o young wife hurt by a
drunken husband and her hard years
as a single, divarced mother.

1t’s hard to believe that Fonsia has
bankrupted herself and left her only
asset, a house, Lo the chureh, cather
than to her son because her son has
Tooked up his father. And we are left
uncertaln about the nature of
Weller's "personality disorder,” and
just how this once-wealthy man has
also landed on the wellare rolls. The
vlewer’s imagination s left to fill in
the gaps. But however one fills them
in, there is no denying the fact that

in the hands of the Dwelleys, Fonsld
and Weller are a riveting palr. 4

“Gin Game” ralses issues about
family relatlons, nursing home care
and programs that patronize rather
than help older people stay In toucH
with the world Intellectually, emé:
tionally and spiritually. It's an ambje
tious, timely play, and it deserves-d
large audlence. B

Congratulations to Gary Baldwis
and crew for the wonderfully sced!
set, and to C.J. Nodus for having
wits 1o produce “Gln Game." Lighte
ing by Jason Stofer was effectlve]
lSaum‘l by Slbellus and cast was [law?
ess. pS
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W!gbmq to-the Radisson Suite Hotel,

in’ Farf!_\lng}on Hills.. *

rsonal care p!

e '
sprit Health Club which features'
relsetequipment, pool, spa and sauna,

th'a massage by.o

Radisson Suite Hotel
Farmington Hills

37529 Grand River Avenue
Farmmlngton Hills, Michigan 430i8
Telephone {3131 477-7800

For Reservations Worldaide

800-333-3333

0-Guest Suites featuresa - R

/. systeim, separate bedroom - .

nd:iving area, in-room beverage service.
< two'telephones;.and two televislon sets

“**with cable access ‘and remote control. .

nenitles include Individual hair dryers

5 roducts, Each moming,




