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‘A Christmas Carol’ captures holida

Performances of "A Christmas
Carol” continue through Sundap,
Dee. 27, at Meadow Brook The-
atre on the Qakland University
campus in Rochester Hills, For
ticket information, call 377-3300,

By Ethol Simmons
statf writer

Meadow Brook Theatre’s annual
Christmas show, “A Christmas
Curo),” Is a charming Interpretation
of the Dicken's classic.

The productlon is beautifully
staged, with revolving scts that cre-
ate all the famlliar settlngs In the
story of Scrooge and the Cratchit
family. Special eifects, including
people and things that appear and
disappear In a puff of smoke, tend
magic to the proceedings.

The cast ks headed by Beoth Col-
man, who has starred as the miserly
Scroogie since Meadow Brook's first
production of “A Christmas Carol.”
Colman_underplays his character
nicely, This Is not a ranting and rav-
ing Scrooge but onc who Is a quictly
smug plnchpenny.

It takes Marley’s Ghost and the
Splrts of Christmas Past, Present
and Future to show him how to mend
his ways. Serooge tooks on in amaze-
ment as the scenes of his life are re-
enacted. Calman daes a lot with his
facial expressions, as in many of the
sequences he merely reacts to what
he sees,

GLEN ALLEN PRUETT Is a vig-
urous Ghost of Jacob Marley, who
cautions ex-partner Scrooge agalnst
making the same mistakes in life
that money-grubhing Marley made.
Also strong in their presentations
are Joseph Reed, as a rotund lover
of life, the Spirit of Christmas Pres-
ent, and Pruett again, as the horrify-
ing Spirit of Christmas Future,

As the Spirit of Christmas Past,
Mar Riehl seems a bit theatrical

i

Booth Colman stars as
Scrooge.

where a more natural presentation
might be called for. Rlekl 15 out-
standing in another of her guises
{many in the cast have several roles)
as the Laundress, who with a Char-
woman played by Bethany Car-
penter and the Undertaker por-
trayed by Phillip Locker describe
articles they have stolen from
Scrooge’s body and bedroom after
his death. This Is the most powerful-
1y dramatie sequence In the produc-
tion, and the actors rivet your atten-
tlon.

Thom Hanellne is a marvelously
checrful Bob Cratchit, with only
goodwill toward all, including hls
miserable boss Scrooge. Cratchlt
turns despondent when little Tiny
Tim dies — but lucklly this, like
other events of the future, prove to
be only “shadows.* which can be
changed.

Mary Wrlght Bremer is a believ-
ably plucky Mrs. Cratchit. Other
family members also are good, and
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Kaspar Noel Lane is an adorable
Tiny TIm, although he has only a few
lines, Gregery Wilson, who plays Pe-
ter Cratchit, the oldest son, is also
cast in the role of Scrooge as a Boy,
and appears too big and mature to
be childishly reciting Scrooge's
schoolboy dlalogue.

SCROOGE MAKES UP for his
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Being seen at the Kingsley
~ is part of the fun.

Speciul menus will be featured

in ali the Kingsley vestaurants, You
can plan your evening the way you
want, Call today.

Ushl:n'l

in the new year at the
Kingsley is a Bloonfield tradition.
‘This year. dance the night away with
~Persuasion”. a 6 piece variety band.

y ways and Is reunited
with his own newphew and family.
Brian Schutz and Mar Rlch) again, as
nephew . Fred and Fred's wife, are
compelling in thelr portrayals, in a
seene where Scrooge is the unlikely
tople of a guessing game.

When Scrooge repents and sends a
boy to get a blg turkey for the
Cratchits on Christinas Day, Wayne
Davld Parker is both overly exag-

gerated and equally hilarious as the
exuberant Turkey Boy.

Charles Nolte adapted the produc-
tlon, which he dirccted. It's &
smooth-flowing show, perhaps a Jit-
tle stow in some of the {lrst, familiar
scenes on apening night, but pleas-
antly appealing. Sequences where
actors In the background move with.
out speaking aloud, while other ac-

y spirit |

tlon goes on, 1s an interesting touch
well suited to the fantasy.

Costumes by Mary Lynn Bonnell,
scenery by Barry Grifflth and light-
Ing by Reid J. Johnson are impres-
slve. One of the scts, Scrooge's up-
stairs bedroom, swings around lo
turn Into an exterior where he goes
out on hls balcony to discover Christ.
mas Day.
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5 GOOD REASONS
WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT
TRINI & CARMENS

1. Indepandent and family owned.

2. Conturles of knowledge and culture.

3. Serving this area for 25 years, We are now serving the
chlidran and grandchildren of our earllest customers.

4. Wa ware the flrat with our own style Nacho- and

copled by many,
5. Wa serve quallty food!

TRINI & CARMENS LA FAMILIA Martinez

1715 N. Telegraph Rd.
332-6851

848 Woodward Ave,

Aﬂcr the party’s aver, plan on
spending the night with us. OQur
holiday rate on all accommodations
will make it possible. Plan now,
Reservations recommended.

En,m) dinner while you dunce.

x st limited menu will be served
» watitoom throughout the

¥, Farty Lavors are included.
14 pesrs seservations required.
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We Feature the Finest in
Luncheons, Dinners & Cocktails.

- 'Banquet and Party Facilities Available.
Reserve Now for Christmas and New Year’s Eve.:
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Woodward at
Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

. - A Spectacular Vegas-Style Stage Production
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at Telegraph

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

24010 Wost 7 Mile




