Family problem can be funny

Performances of the Farming-
ton Players production of *Alone
Together” by Lawrence Roman
continue through Saturday, Dee.
19, at the playhouse in Farming-
ton Hills. Far ticket {nformation,
call 626

By Barbars Michsls
spoclal wrlter

Grown children returning (o the
parental nest has been called a
growing phenomenan of the *80s.

“Alone Together,” a well-acted
comedy presented by the Farmlng-
ton Playcrs, examines this problem.
1t Ls efther very funay or very fright-
cning, depending on how close the
situation hits home.

George and Helene Butler (Robert
Myers and Lorelel Christy) breathe a
sigh ol rellef when thelr youngest
son, Keith {George Monticello),
heads off to college In another state,
Within minutes, however, (wo older

* sons return home, and Keith has sent
his parcnts a surrogate daughter

Myers and Christy both
do fine work, his calm
stoicism humorously
Dbalancing her intense
anger and frustration.

: Barbara
Michals :

(Krissi Conley) befere he shortly re-
turns himself,

Michael (Joseph Haynes), a
mathematician, has quit ‘a prest-
glous position at MIT to hole up in
his old bedroom. At 30 he vows to
begln hls long years of college all
over again. With hls disheveled halr
and bursts of wildly manic behavior,
Haynes Is a most convinclng mad
sclentist.

MIDDLE SON EMliot {(Kirk Han-
ley) s a who

balancing her Intense anger and
Ifrustration. Both parents freely ad.
mit they are to blame for the way
thetr sons turned out, but they are at
odds as to what to do about it. They
view thelr older sons as “fall-ouf
from the "60s" when they overdosed
on making their children feel loved
and never Lthwarted.

“We didn't raise chlldren. We
raised yo-yos," Christy declares, her
exasperation readily apparent on
her face.

has just been glven the boot by his
wife. Hanley has an energetle, rogu-
ish delivery that contrasts wryly
wilh his own natural wholesomencss.

Myers and Christy both do flne
work, his calm stolcism humarously

o is likable as Keith, so-
phisticated swagger on the outside a
veneer for his boyish insecurities.
Conley appears nlcely ingenuous,
though she, too, turns out {0 be an-
other neurotic seccking comfort In
the Butler home.

White director Jo Dochler gets
pleasing performances from his en-
tire cast, the show's pacing seems on
the slow side.

Barbara Michals teaches high
school English and journalism in
Southficld. A theater critic for the
tast 13 years, she is an inveterate
playgoer who reguiarly catches
up on all the New York produc-
tions.
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o COUKMES DINERS
* FAMILY STYLL DINNERS AVAILANLE

TRAVEL
Almost FREE
Drive Qur Car
TO YOUR
DESTINATION

For Information
Call
532-3800

DRIVEAWAY
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Gala New Year’s Eve Party

7:30P.M. -

2:30 AM.

The Karas House

23632 Plym:

outh Road

(1 block E. of Telograph) Rodiord ©*

185 per Couple Includes:

Champagne &t Kidnight, Hors D'oouvres & Dinner
OVER 25 XINDS OF HOT & COLD HORS D’OEUVAES

PATE & CHEESE TABLE
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DESSERT TABLES

P N BAR
NOISEMAKERS & HATS SNACK AT 1 AM.
g ie Te ing Boads “Preints” & *Prtorm”
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OPEN S

UN. DEC 13th.
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Celebrate !

The Grand Opening
OF OUR NOVI LOCATION

RENTALS

20% ofr all styles

colorful formal

{* with 3 or more

featuring the largest selection of

accessories

* FREE

Tuxedo Rental For Groom
in any Wedding Party

pakd rentals)

UNIDEN 1000
Includes “hands-free
only

995 ..

FREE GIFT
* 200 Minutes Air Tima
* Dotuxe “Members Only”
Notepad & pen sol.
Easily mounis in car,

* With phone putchase &
90 days sctivation on
Celtularone of Amertisch.

661-3200
tor

feoilojtod Systems

25882 Orchard Loka Rd.
Farmington Hills

i COUPON —— ==
! BUY 1 DINNER

1 at regula price

| Get sccond dinner at

L}
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LIVE OPERA
Enery Wednesday

CLASSICAL PIANIST

Thutsday, 30,1987 0%k
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Cabaret performers
star at music festival

A favoriie hollday tradition con-
tinues at Focus: Hope's 18th annual
“Hollday Music Festival™ 4-8 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 13, and 7-10;30 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 14, at the Rosedale
Park Community House in Detroit.

The show Includes Detroit’s top
cabaret performers of jazz, folk, gos-
pel and theater muslc. Both shows
feature Barbara Bredlus, Ron Co-
den, Phil Marcus Esser, Charlie La-
timer and Dean Rutledge. in addi-
tion, Rich and Maureen Del Grosso
and Chuck Mltchell appear on Sun-
day's show while Orthela Barnes,
Borkowski and Rosochacki and Josh
White, Jr., round out the Monday
lineup. Master of ceremonies duties

will be shared by media personali.
ties Bob Hynes on Sunday and John
Delle Monache on Monday.

Food and beverages will be avaii.
able. Seating is reserved at tables of
four and 10. There is lighted und a'-
tended parking.

Tickets are $12.50 per person ind
may be purchased by sending s
check to; Focus: Hope Holiduy Musy
Festival, 1355 Oakland Blvd. Ik

troit 48238, or by calling Focu:
Hope at BA3.7440 from & am. tv 5
p.m. weekdays.

Established in 1968, Focus. Hopu

of life in metropotitan Detroit

It’s All You
Need To Celebrate!

Selected Christmas Merchandise

/3 off and more
+Tree Ornaments « Cheese Boards « Decorations
* Gift wmp Smcklnq Stuffers » And even More

Livoma

557-8152

855-3638

478-8302

CHRISTMAS SEASON SPECIAL

SAVE 15% "

On Bakad Fuh, Fowt and Rtan Best iuxuany Puunl s

FAMILY DINING

SORRY NO DISCOUNTS APPLY
DINNER FOR TWO

: Cholce |
Tendertoin Steak . .

- Broiled Boston Scrod
Homemade Lasagna
Breast of Chicken Parmesan

salig, bread and butier. fresh
garlic sticks, petato or pasta. -

GREAT FOOD!
MODERATE PRICES!

Senior Citizen Discount

American
Center Building
27777 Franklin Rd.

Southfield

353-8170

\ Enter Under Red Canopy

BASKING IN BASKETS!

People and Occasions

Special Gift Baskets
for Special

- Holidays « Thank you
: »Congratulations
sFeelBetter
*New Home
*New Baby
and many More.

SR

’.
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Choose from over 50 different styles of
“Natural looking™ artificlal trees - ' OFF
« Fantastic selaction of Lights - both indoor &

outdoor

« Natlvity Setse Beautlful assortment of

Gilda LePromi CoUgOn 1 OUr CRshier, Save 15% on your et
Thurs., Fri., Sat. mmmunnmulmm
[ GIFT CERTIFICATES
NOW ON SALE
AMER'CAN TITIIIT I 1 L b ¢ F 0 1 J
CENTER CHRISTMAS SEASON SPECIAL § S|
CAFETERIA SAVE 15% *
IS OPEN | { sxEiuEsiarn )
FOR DINNER e (1 bt Bicsen
bl = R o ) e Dot s
5 p.m.-8 p.m. Slmebm oy ORI e O ] ot Azzacted ARee T
Monday-Friday

SIGHT
SOUND

MON.-THURS, 1010
FRI & SAT, 10-12
SUNDAY 10-9

WESTLAND
6519 NE

FREE TRIM

WITH PURCHASE OF 6 FOOT OR LARGER
ARTIFICIAL CHRISTMAS TREE
Good until Dec, 10 $10,00 Fres Trim
13 COUPON 101 VA with &1y OTher COUPONS, apecrals o¥ promaton

garlands
WEST OAKS Il « Lovely wreaths In varlous sizes
12 Mile & Novi Roads + Hundreds of trea trims PON =
« Satln, glass and unbreakable ornaments —Wra pping Paper—

(Acrpss from Twelve Gaks) « Fancy, Imported German glass Buy 2 Rolls and

‘offer good at all Detroit Showrooms. Gilt wraps and ribbons &Ué! Onoe Froe
TAYLOR WARREN SOUTHFIELD \ oo — e = Explres 12.14-57 o = o o = e
Artvan Plaza Hoover Eleven Center soutnfiekd Plaza -
287-6980 758-1177 539-8260 & n
WYANDOTTE STERLING HEIGHTS MADISON HEICHTS
The Gallery Center seeriing Mace Campbelrs Comer "
$h 939-9550 585-111S 87: oAu?\: :r::?r: Eg;nmoum
246-0683 Sat. 10-8, Sun. 12.5
UVONIA
Livonta Towne Square

 A782111 Y




