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ACTION sought.

Recommended
changes in school
boundaries and
facilitles will be presented to
the Farmington school board at
a study session Tuesday, Jan.
19, said Superintendent
Graham Lewls.

“This wilk not be done to
approve any
recommendatlons,” he stressed,
“but a time when the board will
receive the full report on the
findings and proposals.”

Parent questions will be
handled at that meeting.

“There Is always a concern
that decisions will be made
without opportunity for
community Input. We want to
assure our community this s an
open and meaningful process to
resaolve some very diffleult
problems,” Lewls added.

BIDS for the first phase of
the Bowntown Development
Authority’s five-year civic
improvement plan are expeeted
10 be opened Jan, 22.

Construction is expected to
start in spring, accerding to
city planner Chrls Wzacny,

Instltuting the plan was
delayed by one year when the
DDA recelved only enc bid
carly this year.

The first phase will Include
pedestrian lighting, sidewaik
and strectscape improvements
along Grand River and
Farmington roads and adjacent
side streets. It also will Include
parking lot Improvements on
the north side of Grand River.

FOOTNOTES: One year
ago this week — Beware of
cars following you home, warn
Farmington Hills police after
four homeowners reported
having their purses stolen
shortly after arriving home in
recent weeks.

‘You people have never
lived a quarter-mile
trom your expressway,
evidently. We don't
want or need 100
percent increase in
noige.’
— Councitwoman Jean Fox

' Bésketbal |
,r.ésul,ts, 1 ‘C

Cdun'cil‘;'debatés merits
of park buil_ding, 8A

[ State citos 1-698 widening
plans, 4A

By Joanne Maliczawski
staff writer .
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1o nolse barriers,” F. Hills

Twenty-Five Cenls

Freeway sound barriers eyed

Mayor Ben Marks said.

“Please do not think Farmlngton
Hills is going to sit back .., "
Marks told MDOT public hearings
officer Philip Chisholm Wednesday
at a public hearlng on $34 milllon

restdents and clty leaders promised
the Michigan Department of Tran-
sporation they plan to fight long and
hard for sound barriers along I-696.
“We in Farmington Hiils arc
rather surprised, if not even a little
chagrined, that MDOT would make
such a that there will be

proposed Imp to 1-696.

For two hours, residents in Farm.
ington Hills and Southfield disputed
MDOT's {Indings of no need for neise
barriers. They demanded relief from
what's expected to be a great in-
crease In trafflc noise 1o residentiat
areas abutting the interstate free.
way.

Ce also ded to the
MDOT's lack of study on how the im.
provements wlll affect hlistaric
areas, particularly tn the viilage of
Franklin.

who chlded MDOT officials for their
reported findings of expected noise
levels when the freeway is Ime
proved.
“With progress sometlmes go
problems and we've got one in this
@ Farml

BY FAR, the most em-
raced noise lev-

Hills city

els and the lack of planned barriers.

“You're not golng to rape our city
with nolse without dolng something
about It,” sald Farmington Hills resi-
dent Bruce Doollttle of Farm Mead-
ows subdivislon, south of I-696.

One after another, residents
agreed with Doollttle, an englneer,

Jean Fox said.

“You people have never llved a
quarter-mile from your expressway,
evidently. We don’t want or need 100
percent increase In noise.”

Mayor Marks presented MDOT of-
ficials with a resolution recently
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Eric Simcox (left), 10 months, and Kristin Jackson, 7 months, hug,

site child care (acllity.

AANDY BORST/#

The chiidren attend Bolsford Hospital's on-

By Cnsey Hans
stalt writer

Just as the day
care issue per-
vades famlly life,
it al me
Ing an issue in
other areas — es.
peclally the work-
place.

ness community,

h YA
I phatograpnor

B Day care at
& workplace
§l hard to find

the
Child Care Puzzle

Recent statistics show only 3,000 U.S, busincsses out
of stx milllon have some sort of child care benefits, That
Is changlng, according to these who deal with the busi-

The issue today s not whether companies will offer
day care beneflts for employees, but when and how they

will implement them.
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Legislated maternity leave leads to debate

By Noa! Haldane
statf writor

In Upper Volta, the government
requires buslness to provide workers
with 14 weeks of maternity leave,

Employces in Chad recelve 14
weeks.

Canadians earn 16 to 18 wecks.
Soviet Unlon workers have 16

wocks,
The United States, however, does

not require companies to provide
any leave for employees.

This country is the only Western
industrialized nation without a fed-
eral pollcy on maternity leave.

Although many American firms do
provide maternity time off for em-
ployees through temporary disabili-
ty programs this benefit varles de-
pending on the company.

And federal studles show small
firms and workers on the job for a
short time are the most likely to be

without parcntal leave benefits.
Legislation has been introduced in
both Lansing and Washington, D.C.,
to requlire buslness to provide paren-
tal leave.
As can be expected, the issue has
sparked debate,

“IT'S FOOLISHNESS for the
Michigan Leglslature to act as a 148-
member personne] committee,” said
Rich Studley, vice president for gov-
ernment relations for the Michigan

Chamber of Commerce.

“We think government-mandated
benefits are an unwarranted intru-
sion into employeec-employer rela-
tions,” he said. “Wages and beneflts
should be established in the market-
place or through collective bargain-
ing.”

3

The chamber's view Is not shared
by Marian MecCracken of Farming-
ton, president of the National Organ-
fzation for Women in

McCracken said of the legislation.
“We are working to get co-sponsors
and to get It moving,

“It's essentfal that fathers or
mothers should have some time with
their child.”

A major push at the legislative
level Is for parental leave,

Three bills, two In the U.S. House
and one in the U.S. Senate, have been
proposed regarding parental leave,

‘“This is an absolute top priority,”
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Retiring

Businessman blends work, family

By Casay Hana
stalf wrlter

1t’s only 6 a.m. when the sun pecks
over the horlzon, and Vernon Lunn
begins his dally routine at the Alex-
ander Hamilton Life Insurance Co.
of Amerlea, one of Farmington Hills’
largest employers.

A few hours of uninterrupted
work, and he's ready to begln a full

_people:

day with the company's 640 employ-
eces,

"I’en]oy working with people,” the
Farmington Hills resident said. “I
have a lot of faith in people. If you

Judge to decide on
man’s ‘right to die’

By Joanne Maliszewskl
slait writer

A Farmington Hills man suffering
from Lou Gehrig's discase wants the
right to dic and a physician willing
to remove him from his life-sustaln-
ing ventilator wants legal Immunity,

Whether the two men will get
thelr wishes is In the hands of Qak-
land County Clreult Judge David
Breck, who will render his opinion
Tuesday, Dec. 15,

- )

“We would like
to have this done
legally,” sald Joan
Culham, wife of
Clifford Culham
Jr., who has petl.
tioned the court
for the right to be
removed from the
ventilator he- has e
been connected to  Clifford
sinee April 1988. Cutham Jr.

treat them honestly and fairly, you
develop a good relationshlp.”

He is pleased to have spent much
of his carcer with a company that
has'a “family atmosphere™ and one
in which he can speak his mind.

Lunn holds the position of senlor
vice president for human resources
and corporate services, which In-
cludes overseelng a varlety of arcas
{from personne), advertlsing and pub-
lic relations to the company's food
service program. He has worked at
Alexander Hamilton and ralsed a
famlly In Farmington Hills during
the past 23 years,

LUNN CARRIES the “falth in peo-
ple’* motto with him, from hls rela-
tionships with family and employ-
©cs, to hls regard for the community
and his strong spiritual beliefs,

Busincss and Indlvidual participa-
tion makes a community a better
place to live, he sald, “I think a cor-
poration has a responsibility to a
community, We should have a con-
sclence.” .

His actlons speak louder than
words,

Lunn has served on a varfety of
community boards, Including the
Farmiogton/Farmington Hiils

Vernon Lunn, a
Litel
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RANDY BORST/sta photographer

saniot vice president with Alexander Hamilton

Hiils, plans to retire next year

and return to his hometown of Kansas City.

Al



