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Elementary: See Dick Run’s music hums

8y Larry O'Connor
staff writer

Hear Ji sing. Watch Mark play
puitar. Look at Matt druen

See Dick Run,

Geee. did someone teld S,
and Spat about this b .
folks, 4 first grader wouldn't have to
consult his Weekly Reader v know
See Diek Run is a tight and well-de-
fined rock ‘n* roll act

AN it takes s a few gmnutes
atg Se

refreshing on-slagt
this tour-tnan bana buny

And it starts taght wath the front-
man, Jim Edwards, who likes to
have a little fun when perforinng.
Between numbers during a set re-
cently at the 3rd Avenue Cale in
Royal Oak. Edwardy broke inte a
lounge lizard’s verson of “{§ Cun't
Gel N, Sutisfactivn

BILL MURRAY wuuhi've
proud.

But taking a shine to thuse guys
really isn't diffwalt. espectally the
anjmated Edwards, who joined See
Dick Run just a few munths ago

See Dick Run, whieh was o three-
man eutfit before wanted to add a
lend swmper W the bucden v
cally on 1he group s 0uss player ant
lead guitarist, Checking the classt
fied ads in the MetioTinmwes. they
found their man.

“His ad really caught my atten-
tion,” said Mark Campbell, the
band's lead guitar player. "R said,
“Singer available: No speed punks,
No headbangers and No art
{followers).” "

See Dick Run. whose: mmembers s
o pop-uivnted bunch, didn't 13t the
deseription. So Campbelt put m a
call.

been

‘EDWARDS WASN'T biting at
first. though. He'd sung everything
from Top-40 to hardeore punk and
was looking o gel e a fulksy
rockabally outfn w display s vocat
tutent
1 wiss buinened vut by the wioly
scene around here,” Edwaids sia
I got five er six calls, and 1 started
to weed them out. Most of then
were for heavy metal bands with
klds calling and stuff.

“1 talked to Mark and he said.

‘I think most of our
songs are calchy and
non-offensive. But it's
original. It doesn’t
sound like anyone.”

— Matt Bucher

‘You

prohably won't be into what
e

Hut being the upen-minded sort of
wree he is, Bdwards decided 1o try
uit h e band anyway. He was
nnpresscd with See Dick Run from
the openiing note in the first day of
rehearsal. “They were one of the
unds T had ever heard,” he

What brings about such continuity
is the core of Sce Dick Run. The
three oviginal members, Matt
Burher, Charlie Francuch and
Camypbell, have known one another
suice they were junior high school
classtiates in Rogal Gak.

NOW IN THEIR mid-20s with ca-
reers (Matt Bucher, 26, is a stock-
broker), the band has been together
longer thin some marriages.

‘1 think tnost of our sungs are
watehy and nop-offunsive. But it's
ongben sk Bucher, who lives in

{0 doesn’t sound like anyune

1t's a sound that hasn't mellowed
wi ge cither, Although Sce Dick
Run s firmly entrenched in pop,
they can stash it up with the best of
them.

Campbell's versatile guitar work
cal put an cdge an any marble of
aumie And the band is continuing to
Rrow

See Uick Run plans 10 head back
into the studio soon 1o record some
new material. Members say they're
still defining their sound.

Edwards’ arrival has meant bass
player Francuch and Campbell have
been able to concentrate miore on
then ausicat end of things instead of
Tt about voeals.
re inck Rim is more
@b vase op sage, Certainly enhane-
g thin feeting is Edwar:

“We're all really nutty,” Campbell
said. “But he's nutlier-than we are.”

*Jim draws us out more,” Bucher
sutd. “We have more fun, and we
look like we're having more fun.”
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@ LIL' ED AND THE BLUES
IMPERIALS

sLii* Ed and the Blues Imperials
wili perform at 9:30 p.m. Thursday,
Bec. 17. at Rick’s Amierican Cafe,
611 Church, Ann Arbor. For mory in-
formation, call 996-2747

@ RAOCKABILLY CATS

* The Rockabilly Cats will perforin
Friday, Dec. 18, at Lilt's 21. Jacob &
Joseph Campeay, Hamtramek. For
more information, cal) 875-6555.

3.D INVISIBLES

:~The 3.D Invisibles will perform
along with Happy Tom. Pat & Joe
Facts and the Junk Monkeys Friday,
Dec. 16. at Reruns, 13027 W Warren,
Dearborn Tickets ate §4. The pro-
ceeds will benefit Children’s Hospi-
tal in Detroit. For more information,
call 582-8826.

@ BEER ON THE PENGUIN

Beer un the Penguin will perform
Friday, Dec. 18, at the Hamtramck
Pub, 2048 Caniff, near 1.75.

'® BOOTSY X & THE

LOVEMASTERS

X & The Lovemasters will
pertoriu Saturday, Dec. 19, at Lili's
21 Jucob and Joseph Campeau,
H For morc i i
call 875-6555.

® ROBB ROY

Robb Roy will perform Saturday,
Dec. 19, at The Red Carpet, 16423 E,
Warren, near Quter Drive. For more
iufurtmation, call 881-3280.

& HYSTERIC NARCOTICS
Hysterie Narcotles will perform

with Snake Out, Vegas Raz and Ten-

sion Saterday, Dec. 19, at Reruns,

13027 W, Warren, Dearborn. Tickets
are $4. The proceeds will go to Chil-
dren's Hospital.

@ SECOND SELF

Secand Self will perform Thurs.
day. Dec. 31, at St. Andrew’s Hall in
Detroit. For more information, call
287-8090

@ TED NUGENT

Ted Nugent will perform Thurs-
day, Dec. 31, at Cobo Arena in De-
trolt.

® ECHO & BUNNYMEN

Echo & the Bunnymen will per-
form Friday, Jan 29, at Hill Audito-
rium In Ann Arbor. Tickets are
$16.50 and $15 and available at Tick-
ctMaster Outlets. To charge tickets
by phone call 423-6666.

Here are the top-10 songs bemny
played on WOUX-AM 640, the cam
pus radio station at Oakland Univer
sity in Rochester.

1.“LO.U.." The Replacements,

1 Wanna Be a Funtstone
anung Blue Messiahs

a Timnes.  Pudlic tage 1

xhuning MeCarthy.” REM

3 4a.” Sinead O'Connur.
6,0n Tuesday,” Men Without Hats.
7. "You'd Better Be Doubtful.” The
Housemarsins.

8."“The Prisoner.” Squeeze.
9. “Searching For Tms
Baluncing Act.

10. “Rain In The Smnmertime.
Alarm.

Thing.”

The

Here are the top-10 songs being
played on WWWW-FM 106.7, a coun-
1ry and western music station in De-
troit.

1 Love Me Lthe You Used To. " Ta-
i Lucke

The st o to Koo Reba
t

I
fama's Rovkin Chair * Jahn
v

“Somebody Lied, Ricky Van Shel-
ton.

5. “Crazy From the Heart.” The Hel
lumy Brothers,

vnda.” Steve Wariner,

Can't Get Close Enough.” Exile

& “Heaven Can't Be Found.” Hunk
Williams Jr.

“You Haveni Heatq the Last of
Moe Bragay.

Ju. “Maybe Youl Bubys Got the
Blues.” The Judds.

Here are Dave Wagnet's top-lv
classical albums. Wagner can be
heard from 2-6 p.m. Monday throug:.
Friday on WQRS-FM 105.1
1 “Horownz in Moscow.
Horewitz
2 Buethovel Prano Coneerty No
it Flat Major (The bmpetot Cot
Murray Perah,

» Carmvat  Wyatwsn Marsalls,

4. 'la lreland.” James Galway &
The Chieftains.
5 “Vaughi lliams Symphony N
5 D Major." Landon Philharmons
with SIr Adrian Boult.

6. “Pops in Love.,” The Boston Pojn
A John Willlams,

7 Grane Canyon Suite.” Feon
Grate & hunzel composer, Cineu
nan Pops

8 “Kathieen Battle Sings Mozar:
Kathleen Battle.

9. "Planets by Holst." Mantrew
Symphony with Dutoit.

10. “Parry. Butterworth & Bridge
Faglish String Orchestra with Wil
Ham Bovghton.

Viadison

veibe

REVIEWS

DOOR TO DOOR
: — The Cars

To go on a musical ride with The
Cars is like driving through San
Francisco with no brakes. It's a fun,
roller-coaster ride.

“Door to Door,” the lutest from
the Beantown boys on Elektra. is no
different In that regard.

- The Cars have perfected the art of
coming up with catchy lyrics that
are hard to shake blended with a
unique keyboard pop sound to match.
“Door to Doar” featurcs that, plus a
diversity which doesn'l allow it to
slip inlo the doldrums of belng one
long, drawn-out pop rock album.

: Some numbers are soft, some are
fard. The title track from the album,
“Door to Door,” I8 a very fast, guitar
thrash pumber. This almost sounds
like an underground speed punk
pumber, Adding to the sonlc feel is
the keyboard work of Greg Hawkes.

* “Double Trouble” s a rather hard
rocker as well, The gultar work on
the song 1s excellent and harks back
th the group's debut album in 1978,
“The Cars.”

e
=¥et In the midst of the rough:
&Qad nutnbers, Ric Ocasek can still
.
L

croon a love song with the best of
them as “Wound Up on You" would
attest. This vzry slow number has a
naunting feel to it and is similar to
“All Mixed Up," a previous hit by
The Cars. Ditto for “Fine Line,”
which is a very atmospherie song.

“You Are the Girl,"” a sang off the
album that has received the most air
play thus far, s highlighted by
Hawkes' carnival-style keyboard
work and Ocasek’s distinctive vo-
cals. But it's really not the strongest
track on “Door to Door.” y

Une can't but wonder, though, if
The Cars are stuck on a onc-way
street. It's hard to believe it's almost
been 10iyears since the release of
their debut album .

And they sound aboul the same as
they did in 1978. The Cars, who were
a relreshing surprise then, really ha-
ven't braken any new ground since,

Yet, as fans of the band would
readily agree, why mess with a good
thing.

1

PEOPLE WHO
GRINNED
THEMSELVES
TO DEATH

— Housemartins

All right, another British band on
an overdose of Motown. What's so
new about that?

The Housemartins, ke

Slmply
Red and Flne Young C: Is, are

South Africa, is there any depth dis-
ptayed in the atbum. Yet in the nudst
of the other (ast-moving tunes,
“Johannesburg” makes it seem like

trylng to prove themselves a soulful
bunch of lads. “People Who Grinned
Themselves to Death” Is full of gui-
tar soul dittles {12 of them to be ex-

act).

Featured on this album |s a nice
array of harmonica and melodle gule
tar lines.

What this album doesn't feature is
any songs that stick out from the
rest. Sure, there's a nice instrumen.
tal number, “Pirate Aggro,” and a
couple of slow songs to boot.

Primarily, though, the album Is
full of breezy vocals and guitar to
match, which all kind of blend to-
gether. It would be nice to have a
little slash and gnash in here some-
where,

;o very

The Uns are merely caich
ing their breath.

Musleally, it’s veally hard to pick
a bone with (his group. They have
molded a friendly sound. P.d. Heaton
adds a nice bit of trombone with har-
monica on the rather enjoyable
“Bow Down.”

©On “Bulld,” Norman Cook displays
his high-octave vocal ability. And
he’s backed up with some pleasant
harmonies from the rest of (he crew
throughout the album.

Some editions of the album in-
clude a 45, featuring “Caravan of
Love" and “When 1 Met Jesus.” Both
are barbershop-quartet numbers and
sound like The Housemartins have
been partylng with The Osmonds.

Someone ought to introduce The

ins (o The Clash.

Only In *
slow and thoughtful number about

3

w Larry O'Connoy

GET RHYTHM
-— Ry Cooder

There's a record store owner who
duean't know who Ry Cooder is.

[hat's what he said when a cus-
tuiner asked for Ry's new album.

Well for starters, Ry Cooder
played slide guitar on some classic
Rolling Stones albums, among many
sess10n credits.

He's created soundiracks, for sev-
erdl movies. including © "
“Streets of Fir and “Blue City
and playea elegant, soultul slide gui-
tar on the . Texas" sound-
track.

Nobody can touch Cooder when it
comes to slipping a glass tube
around the litle (inger of the frett-
ng hand and sliding it up guitar
strings.

On a suceession of solo albums
since the early ‘70s on Warner
Bruthers, Cooder has branched out
from country blues, where slide gui-
tar originated, to Hawalian and Tex-
Mex music, cven some jazz and
rhythm and blues,

Not hat there's any greal virtue
in traipsing through all that musical
territory, Bul it's Cooder’s approach
that's special. His new album “Gel
Rhythm" shows this,

The title track s a classle Johnny
Cash rochabilly song from the '50s.

- v A i S
Cooder gives It a gospel feel, with
low answering harmonies, and adds
a big drum sound.

What results is a hybrid. the kina
Cooder loves to create. And that sip
nature slide guitar wails in the ru¢
range 1o flavor the song.

On the instrumental “Low-Com-
motlon," Cooder’s acoustic and clec-
tric sllde gultars play with a catchy
rilf, backed agaln by the big drum
sound that marks the album.

Long-time Couder fans will dig
“13 Question Method,” backed by
solo slide guitar. Singlng isn't Cood
er's strength, but hls voice is at its
playful best on this country-blues
version of a Chuck Berry song.

Low polnts are “All Shook Up"
and “Let's Have a Bail.” There's just
no spark here, as Cooder fails 1o
make the songs his own,

“Get Rhythm" is too inconsistent
to be called a great Ry Cooder al-
bum, Stll, it shows a premier guitar-
ist playing with Intensity.



