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Irked residents want noise barriers

Continued from Page 1

adopted by the Farmington Hills
City Counvil. 1n addition 1o support-
ing the improvements, the resolution
s1s construction of nolse barri-
by the residential areas along the

LATER, CITY manager William
Costick promised to werk with the
MDOT. "The city’s adminis ive
staff will try to wark closely with
MDOT to what we can do to fa-
cilitate noise barriers wherever fea-
sible.”

Costick said he would suggest us-
ing dirt excavated for the improve-
ments for noise berms.

“The noise coming from 1-696
over the last 12 years has greatly in-
ereased,” suid Farmington Eills res-
ident Marilyn Gibbs of Kimberly
subdivision, south of 1-696.

When Gibbs asked residents in the
audience to stand In support of her
proposal for carthen berms along
the freeway from Orchard Lake to
Middlebelt roads, tmore than half of
the crowded Farmington Hills coun-
«il chambers stood.

Residents disputed a MDOT envi-
tonmental assessment report pre-
sented Wednesday for which esisting
and predicted noisc tevels for devel-
vped property along 1-696 were ana-
lyzed,

“WE FEEL the noise level prob-
Tem has oot been properly addressed

in your study," said a resident of
Franklin Pointe In Southfield.

Other residents agreed. “To say
there §s not going o be an increase is
really ludlerous,” said a resident of
Camelot Court in Farmington Hills.

But the MDOT study states:
“Based on that analysis, which indi-
cates traffic noise wlll not Increase a
substantial amount over exlsting
noise levels, no noise abatement ls
proposed for any lands along this
sectlon of 1-696," according to the
report,

Resldents disputed MDOT's find.
ings that no sitc along 1-696 lis‘ clvx-

Tao be eligible {or nolse abatement,
sltes must meet three criteria:

® A substantial reduction of six
decibels or more In nolse should be
obtained by the barrlers, bringing
the level at or below the federal 67
deelbels criteria,

® The site benefiting from the
noisc abatement must have been
bullt prior to the 1963 construction
date of this section of 1-696.

® The abatement must be “cco-
nomlcally and physleally feasible.”

What resldents really took excep-
tion to was whal appeared to be
MDOT’s bottomn line. To quatify for
nolse a site must meet

peeted 1o receive a sub ne
crease of seven or more declbels In
traffic notse. The Federal Highway
Administration noise abatement eri-
teria is 67 declbels for resldential
areas.

MDOT's noise analysls “predicts
that if the resldential or school units
along 1:696 were located at the
right-of-way line, they would have
received 73 dBA In 1985, which
would increase to 76 or 77 dBA in
2010 with future traftic using 1-696s
four lanes each direction.”

Almost all of the homes or apart.
ments along 1-696, the report states,
“are actually lecated away from the
right-of-way line.

THE MDOT report “the

all three criterla, which none did.

Of the 17 resldentlal sites ana-
lyzed, 10 satisfied the noise Inercase
criteria and six satlsfled the pre-con-
struction date criterta. But It was
the cost factors that threw the sites
out of the qualificatlon ballpark,

Only one example of the costs In-
volved was glven in the report. The
six sltes that satisfied the nolse in-
crease criterla, according to the re-
port, would cost $25,000-§140,000
per bullding.

While residents disputed MDOT's
reported nalse increase levels, they
also critletzed the department’s defi-
nitlon of cost-etfective.

greatest traffic noise increase from
1985 to 2010 at any home, apart
ment, school, or church Is five deci-
bels."

" has to be mea-
sured from the homeowner's polnt of
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PROPOSED 1-696 IMPROVEMENTS
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impr to 1-896 include wid-

view,” sald a resident,
adding that cost-effectlve means

« belng able to sell their homes.

:anir'v—g from four to cight lanes between [-86/1-
275 and Franklin Road, as well as widening and

Freeway improvements outlined

By Joanne Maliszewski
staff writer

‘Ci tion is the

Complaints about the lack of noise
barriers hasn't overwhelmingly di-
minished support of the Michigan
Department  of Transportation’s
plans to widen 1-69G through South-
field and Farminglon Hills.

Most of the F. i Hills and

main reason why this
freeway needs to be
improved.’ '
— Philip Chisholm
MDOT spokesman

Southfield residents and city leaders
who spoke at a MDOT-sponsored

ingten Community Library.
e,

public hearing y app
exvited and supportive of the pro-
pused improvements,

MDOT public hearings officer
Philip Chisholm began the two-hour
pudblic hearing with a description of
the proposed $3% million {recwiy
praject. The federal government is
expected to {inance 80 percent and
the state the remaining share.,

‘Transcripts of the public hearing
are expected 10 be available to the
public withln 30 days at the Farm-

is the main reason
why this freeway nceds to be Im-
proved,” Chisholm said.

In addition to poor cehditions
along the roadway, delayed speeds
and unstable movement characterlz-
es the freeway, which carrles an av-
erage 33,000 vehicles each day in
each direction, Chisholm said.

THE PROJECT would include:
« Widening the interstate free-
way to eight lanes, four [n each di-

tection. All constructlon wauld take
place in state-owned rights of way.
Each of the lanes wlll be 12 feet with
a median barrier.

@ Loop ramps will be built In the
northeast and southwest areas of the
Orchard Lake Road interchange.
The ramps will provide for dual left
and right turns.

Bridges along the freeway will re-
qulre improvement to accommodate
the elght-lane cross sectlon. Bridges
to will be Improved include those
over the freeway at Drake and Ore-
hard Lake Road In Farmington Hills
and Inkster in Southfield, Other
work Includes bridges on southbound
Northwestern Highway over the
Rouge River, 1.696 over the Rouge
River, 1-696 over northbound
Northwestern Highway, and mmh;

‘The widening of Inkster from 10
Mille to Northwestern Highway is in-
cluded in Southfield’s capltal im-
provement program for 1987-1993,

The seuthbound Northwestern
Highway bridge over 1-696 must be
removed and relocated because of
the middle pter of the exlsting
bridge. The new bridge would be
bullL west of the existing structure to
align with the exlsting service road
on the north side of 1-696.

Southbound Northwestern High-
way also will be widened to three
lanes from 12 Mile to Beck Road. U-
turn crossovers also will be added.

CHISHOLM TOLD residents and
officials crammed into Farmington
Hills City Council chambers that
same base flood plalns and (isherles

on by the Im-
"The losses are nat con-

bound graph Road to will be d
1-696 over d Nor
highway.

business briefs

If uou recentiy opened a shop,
cuptured an award, earned u pro-
maotion, are planning a new ven-
ture or project, or kave informa-
tion about other business-related
happenings — und there's @
Farmington-ured connection —
we'd tike to hear from you so we
van share your news item with
other Observer readers. Send
1tems to: Business Briefs, Farm-
ington  Observer, 33203 Grand
River, Farmington 48624,

© TOP REALTOR

P The Bullders
Association  of
Southcastern
Michigan named
David Sakwa of
Wales Realty in
Farmington Hills
4 1987 Realtor of

the Year.

The Farminglon
David Hills resident is
Sakwa awner-president
of Wales Realty, which specializes in
the sales of vacant land to develop-
ers. Wales Realty has represented
majar developers throughout the tri-

Sakwa's company is family-orient-
cd. His son, Gary, is an associale
with the agency.

Sukwa was honored at the assocla-
toin’s awards dinner at the Grosse
Pointe Yacht Clut.

® NEW PRESIDENT

The Mortgage Bankers Assocla-
tion of Michigan board of governars
named Robest Densmore, exccutive
vice president of Farmington Hills-
based Fireman's Fund Mortgage
Corp., its 1988 president.

© NOW VP

Farmingten Hills resident Rich
Weigand was prometed Lo vice presi-
dent and general manager by Conti-
nental Cablevision of Michigan.

He has worked in the cable indus-
try since 1975. He joined Continental
of Michigan in 1982,

Continental executive offlces are
in East Lansing.

@ ON THE MOVE

Ms. Threads, formerly Threads at
Heritage Plaza in Southfleld, has
moved to Hunters Square, 14 Mlle
and Orchard Lake, Farmington
Hills.

The store specializes in updated
Misses sportswear, sweater dressing
with hand-dene applique, studding

and lace, and the new softer office
Yook for the women on the go.

Lines by Bonnle Boerer, Bonnie &
BIll, St. Germalne, Glorglo St. An-
gelo and Pierre Cardin are featured.
All styles are 20-60 percent off sug-
gested retall prices.

Owner Sandy Samson began re-
tailing 13 years ago with a store In
her home. She has expanded and up-
graded to a corner location In Hunt-
ers Square.

“The atmosphere is great and
makes us feel good just to be here,
The traffic has been even bietter than
anticipated and we are looking for-
ward to It getting cven better In the
future,” says Samsen.

Schostak Brothers & Co. managing

and leaslng agents for Hunters
Square/Tally Hall, has opened nine
new stores in the center in the past
cight months, It also has renovated
Tally Hall, a 30-merchant [ood
court.
Kimberly Kain, mal! general man-
ager, says: “We are fulfilling the
commitment we made to revitalize
this ecnter and make it a top shop-
ping destination In the rapidly ex-
panding Farmington Hills retail
market.”

Other new stores include Baby and
Me, Beach Bound, Bear Esseatials,

Bleu Moon, CaddyShack, The
Fudgery, Abhh, . ., Cashmere, and
Winkelman's,

® SPECIAL EFFECTS

Grace & Wild Studlos Is now on-
linc with two new Grass Valley Ka-
leidoscope digital video cffects sys-
tems at its video posiproductlon fa-
chity tn Detroit.

Similar In capabilities to the Am-
pex ADO, the Kaleidoscope performs
three-axis rotation and perspective
moves, and is also capable of execut-
Ing far more complex effects in less
time.

“The Kaleldoscope introduces ex-
citing new options for ereating video
eficcts,” says Kelth Neff, vice presi-
dent and general manager of Grace
& Wlid/Detroit, “A number of ef-
fects that normally require either
several passes or several different
devices to create can now be
achleved with Kaleldoscope in just
one pass.”

In additlon to lts speed in execul-
Ing complicated vidco cffects, the
Kaleidoscope can accept a variety of
dlfferent video sources and still
maintaln superior plcture quality.
“The system wlll accept any combl-
natlon of composite or component

analog video, or digltal video ele-
ments," Neff sald. “It’s the ultimate
In picture quallty.”

Additional features to the system
include incrcased memory for ef-
fects commands, picture “bending”
and the ability to create tracking
drop shadows In a single pass.

A final benefit to the Kaleldoscope
is its Mexlbility. “Since Kalcidoscope
Is software-based, we wlll always be
able to update and expand lts capa-
bilitles,” Neff said. “The result Is
both a greater variety of effects and
cost savings to our clients.”

Grace & Wild is the only video fa-
cility In Detroit now offering the Ka-
leldoscope systems, The company is
In Studlo Center at 23689 Industrial
Park, Farmlngton Hills.

® LOW RATES

The Big Chill of December and
January wlill cause room rates to
plunge to record lows at the Novi
Hilton Dee, 18-30, as well as on Frl-
day and Saturday, Jan. 1,2,8 and 9,

To launch the season's Big Chlll,
the Novi Hilton Is offering a speclal
on dally guest room rates based on
two times the previous days high
temperature.

In other words, If the high tem-
perature on one day is 10 degrees,
he room rate the next day s $20,

The average temperature dorlng
this Big Chill is estimated to range
from 19 degrees to 34 degrecs, ac-
cording to the Natlonal Weather Bu-
reau. Nevertheless, experts say this
Is going to be a cold winter.

“The low rates generated by the
Novi Hilten's Big Chill is our way of
saylng happy holldaya to the commu-
nity and our business travelers,” sald
Gary Siebert, general manager.

For reservatlons or information
about the Big Chiil, call 348-4000,

® NEWIN TOWN

Bare Necesslties has opened at
32738 Grand Rlver in the Village
Commans, Farmington.

The store sells lingerie, petite to
queen sizes, It wlil add slips, bras
and other items the first of the year,

Owner Judith Wright said weekly
sales and specials are planned, The
telephone number is 473-5445.

@ CHOOSES PR FIRM

Seeurity Bancorp, Inc., the sev-
enth largest bank holding company
in Michlgan, has choscn Farmington
Hills-based Hermanolf & Assoclates
as ils publlc relations firm.

sidered significant,” Chisholm sald.
Despite support of the proposed

were of-

improving bridges over the interstate freeway.
A major part of the project would include im-
proving the Orchard Lake Road interchange.
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Southfield's public services diree-
tor Roger Smith urged MBDOT olfl-
clals to move swiftly on the im-
provements in llght of the continulng
constructlon of 1.696, connecting
cast and west.

Smith also called propesed im-
provements at the Orchard Lake
Road Interchange “stopgap mea-
sures.”

Others complained that the
planned loop ramps at Orchard Lake
Road are Inappropriate for (he
amount and direction of traffle.
Most motorists, residents said, turn
right, toward 12 Mlle, off 1-696.

Residents and clty offleials also
commented on the need for addi-
uonal Interchanges between Tele-
graph and Haggerty. Even with the
widening plans, traffic will continue
to empty onto Orchard Lake Road
without ~ other resi
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“Come on, make my holiday”

Twelve Oaks quality. Il means quality gilts. Quality service. And the overall
feeling that you've given your bes!.

I's what Twelve Qaks is all about—especially this season. So come on in and
wrap up your holidays. Like you, we've got a qualily all cur own.
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