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Oakland deputies back cigarette tax hike

By Wayno Poal
stat! writar

Wayne County gained an ally Mon-
day 1n its bid 1o ralse the state ciga-
rutte tax,

The Oakland County Sheritf’s Dep-
aties Assoctation, a 370-member po-
lice uaion, announced its endorse.
wment of the proposed §-cents-a-pack
merease.

Deputies said they'd like to sce
part of the tax increase earmarked
tor drug enforcement programs.

“It's not just a Wayne County
problem,” association spokesman
Michael  McCabe sald. “"There's
crack houses in Detroit, Grand Rap-

ids, Flint and Pontiac.”

REVENUE COULD go towurd
hiring new officers. McCabe sald.

“This county (OaKland) hasn't
hired any new drug enforcement of-
ficers since 1972, McCabe said.
“It’s time we had some more.”

Wayne County Sheriff Deputles
have also endorsed the tax Increase.
A spokesman for the Wayne County
deputies union said he hoped depu-
ties it other counties would follow
Oakland's lead.

“We're not an Istand,” sald Don
Cox, Wayne County Sheriff's Local
502 spokesman. 1 think this has

brought sherift's associations togeth-
er.”

The tax on a pack of cigarettes
would rise to 27 cents under the pro-

osal.

Wayne County Executive £dward
McNamara sald the tax Increase
should be used to boost spending for
Jails and youth camps in all 83 coun-
tics.

‘Wayne County would receive the
largest share. The moncy would
“free up" moncy currently belng
spent for jails and youth camps
the state's most heavily populated
county. That money would be used to
retire an estimated $130 million in
county debt,

TIIE CIGARETTE tax increase

has been he most controverslal as-
pect of Wayne County's solvency
plan.
While Wayne County expects to
receive as much as $20 mlllion, ac-
cording to its own estimate, Oakland
County cxccutlve Danile Murphy
sald his {igures show Wayne County
fould recelve as much as $46 mil-
fon.

“The only problem with that tax s
they have to become more equitable
in distribution,” Murphy said during
taping of “Spotlight on the News" a
public affalrs program to air this
weckend on WXYZ-TV,

problems,” Murphy said. “But thls
{cigarette tax) is way, way out of
batance as far as I'm concerned.”

JAILS AND youth camps aren't
the only proposed uses for the new
ta.

X,

Alterntalve proposals would use
the Lax to finance a varlety of activi-
ties including publlc schools, AIDS
educatlon programs and local health
department projects.

A coalition of business and trade
organlzatlons has fermed to block
the increase.

“We're not saylng these aren’t
worthwhile projects. We're saying,
flnd the money elsewhere,” said

Tom Shiclds, a spakesman for the
Michigan Coalition Against Regres.

sive Taxes, The coalltion includes

the beer, wine and tobacco whole-
salers and distributors the Small
Business Association of Michigan

and the Michigan State Chamber of

Commerce.

Deputies, however, say using part
of the tax Increase for drug enforce-
ment Incrcases the chances outstate
legislators will approve the Increase.

“How's thls for a slogan: Buy a
pack, stamp out crack,” MeCabe
said.

Tim Richard contributed to this
story.

“T think Wayne County has some

Road fund accord reached

AP — Mlchigan motorists will pay
$5 more to register thelr cars and $6
more to renew their driver's license
under a $109 million transportation
financing package on its way to the
House and Senate.

A series of House-Senate confer-
ence committees approved the six
bills last week, ending months of de-
bate on how to raise money for
transportation projects and avoid
raising the state's gasoline tax.

“The publle’s golng to say they
don't like it, but some of those fees
haven't been raised in three to 15 to
18 years.” said Sen. Richard Fessler,
R-West Bloomfield. Fessler is chair-
man of the Senate State Affairs,
Tourism and Transportation Com-
mittee.

About one-tenth of the money —
$10 million — would {ind its way to

Oakland County roads, accarding to
official estimates.

TIIE PACKAGE has the support
of Gov. James J. Blanchard.

It would provide a 10-percent in-
crease in the nearly $1 blilion that
Michigan now spends on roads, pub-
lic transit and transportation assist
ance for economic development
projects, said Tom Shawver, a
spokesman for the state Department
of Transportation.

Legislative leaders said the fee in-
creases have a good chance of pass-
ing the House and Senate because
they won unanimous approval from
the conference committees and be.
cause legistators are In 3 hurry (0
break for the winter holidays.

‘The higher fees would raise rough-
iy the same amount as a 2.5-cents-
per-gatlon increase in the state’s 15-
cent-per-gallon gasoline tax. Blanc-
hard said he would not support a
gasoline tax increase,

“We were forced to find some
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more creative means of raislng rev-
enue,” satd Rep, Curtis ifertel, D-De-
troit, Hertel is chairman of the
House Transportation Commilttee.

THE BILLS would ralse:

® $84.9 million by increasing ve-
hicle registrations by $5, boosting
truck and other commerclal regis-
trations by 15 percent and raising
title transfer fees from $2 (o $8.
Moped registrations would jump
from $2 to $10.

® $18.8 million by Increasing the
cost of a four-year driver’s license to
$12. The state now charges $7.50 for
a new driver's license and $6 for a
renewal.

Replavement Yicenses, meanwhile,
wauld jump from $1.50 to $12.
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“I can see a
world without a
lot of things...but
Ican’t seea
world without
teddy bears!”
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OU to double
library size

Oakland University broke ground in Rochester Hills fast
woek on this $11.5 million addition to the Kresge Library,
shown in an architect's sketch, General coniractor is
Artco Contracting Inc. of Auburn Hills, and architect is
Rosetti A iates. Whon its P in late tall of 1989,
square footage will jump trom 47,000 to 115,000

Precious Moments...
. Handsome Rewards
i Greenstone's stocks over 200
_; styles of classic men's and ladies"
timepicces — featuring one
of the nation’s largest selections
of Rolex — the standard of
clegane timekeeping. Pictured
watches from $750. Other
selections available from $100,
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Full-cost service
o ata
discount price.

Many investors expect less service for the lower cost ofa discount broker.
We think you have a right to expect more. At Fidelity Brokerage, our salaried
representatives provide you with the timely information and the help you need
to make quick, accurate triades—and you can save on every trade!

Yaluable investment information!
As aﬂddhi‘l}' Brokerage customer, you
recefve Uimely information you can use in making
your investment decisions:

« fnvestment Vision-Our own Investment maga.
zine packed with important news from Fidelity

0% oFF

December 14 - 19

50% OFF all pictures, tablelamps and wall accessorles December
14-19 only. Come in early for the best selection. Special restrictions
for this once-in-a-lifetime sale: First come, first served; no advance
sales; no hold orders; no phone orders; no layaways; all
merchandise as Is; cash & carry; all sales final.

A GREAT WAY TO SAVE ON CHRISTMAS GIFTS
WE’RE REMODELING OUR STORE - EVERY ACCESSORY MUST GO!

‘You can call our telephone service repre-
sentatives and traders 24 hoursaday, 7 daysa
week or visit ane of our Investor Centers during
normal business hours, Fidelity's service repre-

professionals.
« Investor’s Monthly newsletter free from Stan-
Poor’s.
Save on every tradel
Service 24 hours a day! No matter what you want {0 trade-stocks,

bonds or options—Fidelity Brokerage can save
you money. You can trade $5,000 worth of stock
foraslileas 7¢ a share” Compare tha to what *
you're used to paying to nianage your portfolio!

WATCH FOR THE BRAND NEW PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE
ACCESSORY COLLECTION PREMIERING IN JANUARY.

2600 N. Woodward Ave.
Just Svuth of Sguare Lake Rd,

Fine Furniture Since 1917

Stewait- (Gl

aof Bloamfield Hllls

332-8348
Open Moa., Thues., Frl. "til 9 p.m,
Tues., Wed., Sar. ‘il $:30 p.m,

sentatives will provide you with the informatlon Our Service doesn't end there, Onceyou -
you nced to make yur imvestment decisionsand  begin trading with Fidelity you'll receive
our traders will efficlently evecute your trades. a comprehensive statement listiog
all your trading activity and
investment holdings.
Visit or call your local I
Fidelity Investor Center! F'del"}' Brokerage.
First Center Office Plaza Bring this coupon to the Fidelity Investor
26955 homﬁl;i‘z! ghvay, 1t Floar Center and pick up your free Barron’s

- Diclionm;(;i'qu;flzlagceﬁndlﬂmlmenl
toll-free Terms, and get all the information you
1-800-544-6767 need to plan your ivestment pon&y)lio,

* Rased o & round lot rade of 1000 shares at $5 per share. Minl-
mum conmission, $33. Fidelity Beokerage Services, Inc., Mem-
ber NYSE, SIPC.

Investmeonts
CODE: OEN/SOUTH21487
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