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The idea of a brand new bullding
In Herltage Park for the growlng
Farmington Hillls ‘special services
departiment was not overwhelmingly
omb;accd by the city councll last
weel

With plans for moving the offices
Into the 62-year-old Eleanor Spleer
estate house pretty much a dead is-
sue — because of prohlbitive costs
— city administrators suggested
building a single-story, 5,000-square-
{oot office northwest of the new park
entrance off Farmington Road.

“This (Heritage Park) is golng (o
be the flagship of the parks develop-
ment,” speclal services dlrecter
Danlel Potter told city council mem-
bers and parks and recreatlon com-
missioncrs at a special joint meeting
Monday.

“This seemns to be the practlcal lo-
catlon of that facility,” Potter con-
tinued.

The office building could be bullt
behind a line of trees so it would re-
main hidden from resldents on the
cast slde of Farmington Road. A
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parking lot for the bullding also
would be hidden from view, Potter
said.

Clty manager Willlam Costick
sald new offlees were consldered be-
cause staff, particularly in parks and
recreation, could be in the center of
the city’s park development. New of-
fices also could include a classroom
and lavatorics,

Costlek told counctl members and
commissloners that he figurcs pay-
Ing for e bullding at $30,000-
$40,000 over 15-20 years.

MAYOR BEN Marks questioned
bullding only 5,600 square feet,
“Would you mind considering a two-
story colonlal?” he asked, Colonlal
archltecture would be consistent
wlth the heritage theme of the park,
A two-story building generally is less
expensive than a ranch-style, he add-

“I don’t like 5,000 being the num-
ber because you might need more.
That's been a problem with Farm-
Ington Hills planning — building
only for today,” Marks

date [future growth, A two-story
building, however, would require an
elevator, he sald.

Though Marks agreed there is a
great need for space for administra-
tive offices, not all council members
were convinced that a new building
should be constructed.

“I would really want to be con-
vinced we need a new bullding,”
councilman Aldo Vagnozzi said.

When the new police bullding was
built, he contlnued, cily officlals sald
it would free up space in city hall
and the old police bullding for ex-
panded offices.

Vagnozzl also sald he belleves spe-
clal services should remain In city
hail, “I'd hate to sec that much mon-
ey spent on something I don't think
we need,” he said. “I still think the
department belongs in city hall. 1
don't (hink we should require people
to go to three-to-four places to avatl
themselves of services.”

COUNCILMAN JOE Alkateeb
agrecd. “1 also think parks and ree-
reation belongs there (city hall),” he

Costick responded that he believed
5,000 square feet would accommo-
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doesn't mind an outer office.
Costick, however, continued to
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stress that despite relocation of of-
{lces Into the former police building,
clty hall remalns cramped. The city
councl] last week authorized contin-
ved plannlng for remodeling city
hall. About $100,000 has been budg.
eted for remodellng.

A couple of weeks ago, remodeling

of the former police building was
completed at a cost of about
$150,000. City manager Costick’s off-
lce 1s now In the former pollce bulld-
ing. His olfice, as well as personnel
and community relatlons, are on the
second floor,

The flrst floor of the former pollce

.

Focus: HOPE is sole

For the 13th consecutive year,
Focus: HOPE is the sole recipient of
the Mercy High School Thanksglving
Food Drive.

Thls effort culminated In a cere-
mony of Thanksglving in the Mercy
auditorfum Nov. 24, where a variety
of Focus: HOPE officlals and area
religlous leaders particlpated.

Students, faculty and stalf contrib-
uted scveral meals to more than 65
families and senior citizens whose
names were provided by Focus:
HOPE. Each advlser, or homeroom
group at the private Farmington
Hills school was given the opportuni-
ty to provide assistance to a specific
senfor citizen or family In the area,

Joinlng in the celebration Tuesday
were Edna Jackson and Sally
Bowers of Focus: HOPE, the Rev.
Jim Wright of 5t. Alexander Catholic
Church, the Rev, Lynette Stallworth
of Falth Bethany United Methodlst
Church, and other area clergy. Music
was provided by Michael Blstritzsky
and the Mercy Chamber Orchestra,

Donatlons of food, clothing, money
and volunteer work are given by the
Mercy community to a variety of
charities throughout the school year,
a3 part of the school's 42-year tradl-

tion and commitment to soclal jus-

ce,
This year’s donations were loaded

cials uncertain about new building

building houses the special services
department’s senior adult division.
Also on the first floor 1s a large.
meeting room able to seat 20-25 peo-
ple around a large table with addl- -
tonal space for another 10-20 peo-
ple. A conference roo also is avall. ~
able on the upper level, Costick said. :

recipient

into a large truck following the cere—,:
mony by students and Focus: HOPE:
personnel. E

Grove traffic light eyed

Farmington residents "are eyeing
recent aclivity at the Grand Rlver
and Grove intersection with interest.

It is the downlown site for a
pedestrian-activated traffic signal,
which residents who walk in the
downtown area are eagerly await-

ing.

Clty officlals sald the target date
for installation is still the end of
1887; it appears this estimate may
not be too far off,

City manager Robert

“Notlces have been sent over to the
scnlor center and posted,” hesald, |

The Michigan Department of -
Transportatlon, which will own the
light, is working with the Oakland :
County Road Commission and De- <
troit Edison to Install the signal on -
the state-owned trunkline. The signal ¢
was approved by MDOT in Novem- :
ber 1985, The city of Farmington is |
paying about $4,000 of the $16,000 -
Installation bill. :

said installation has begun for the
state-owned 1ight, and that as of Dec,
7, one pole on the south side of Grand
River was already in. “They want to
h:;sdl! in by the end of the year,” he
a

DEADMAN SAID residents of the
Farmington Place senior complex
have been advised as the clty
recelved updates on the project.

Leave
forests
and par]
clean.
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donating a toy!

Metrovision of Redford
25000 Capitol Ave.

8-1313

Redford Township, MI 48239

MAKE DREAMS
COME TRUE. .

TOYS FOR TOTS!

You'll get FREE INSTALLATION of Cable TV for donating a toy!

Make the dreams of needy children in this area come true this Christmas
... just bring us a new toy and we'll install great entertainment in your home
FREE! You'll see all the exciting entertainment choices that only cable tele-

If you already have Cable TV, you can add a premium- service FREE by
The toy need not be expensive, simply something you would give your
own child. So why not make a child happy and treat yourself too this Christmas

with free installation of Cable TV for a new toy.
Bring us a toy by December 18 and make plans to share the joy of giving.

Metrovision of Oakland Co.

37635 Enterprise Court
Farmington Hills, MI 48018

553-7300

LAST CHANCE!

OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 18, 1987.

Ofer ood 10 new tobicriber in etisting service areas only.

Metrovision of Livonia
14525 Farmington Rd.
Livonia, MI 48154

422-3200
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