Road fund bills double driver’s license

AP — The Leglslature has glven
tinal approval to bills that raise $109
milllon for the stale's roads and pub-
lic transit, The acts will doublc the
cost of a driver’s license and in-
creasc license plate fecs by $5.

The fee increascs now head to
Gov. James Blanchard, who pralsed
the lawmakers’ efforts to Increase
the §1 blllion the state spends on
transportation by nearly 10 percent
without raising the state’s gasoline

“T congratulate the House and
Senate for thelr cooperallon and bl-
partisan approval of a transporta-
tlon package that will enable us to
continue improving and rebuilding
our roads to accommodate Michi-
gan’s strong economle growth,”
Blanchard said.

The package includes a provislon
sought by Oakland County — a spe-
clal countywlde llcense plate fee of
up to $25 per vehicle, It would have
to be approved by voters. .

THE BILLS narrowly gained final
approval Thursday in the House and
were supported by a wide margin in
the Senate, ending more than 21
months of negotiations on the pack-
age.

‘The most disputed bill, a measure
to raise $18,8 milllon by Increasing
the cost of renewing a four-year
driver's llcense fee from $6 to $12,
gained a bare majority in passing
the House.

“It was a cliffhanger,” said Rep.
Francls “Bus" Spaniola, D-Corunna
and a member of the Housc-Senate

The package includes a provision
sought by Oakland County — a special
countywide license plate fee of up to
$25 per vehicle that would have to be

approved by voters.
panel that worked out the final com- 26-8 vote.
promise Tuesday,
Here Is how Observer & It hikes
area lawmakers voted: on trucks and other vchicles by 15
The House vote: percent. House Transportation

Yes {56) — Democrats Maxine
Berman of Soulhficld and James
Kosteva of Canton;, Republicans
W.V, Brotherton of Farmington, Mat
Dunaskiss of Lake Oron, Gerald
Law of Plymouth, Judith Miiler of
Blrmingham, Gordon Sparks of

Troy.

No (45) — Democrats Justine
Barns of Westland, John Bennett of
Redford and William Keith of Gar-
den Clty.

Absent or not voting () — Repub-
licans Lyn Bankes of Livenla and
Ralvt:d Honigman of West Bloom-

eld,

The Senate passed the bill 26-4. Al
area senators voted yes,

A SEPARATE measure to ralse
$84.9 million by increasing vehicle
registrations by $5 passed the House
with just one vote to spare, 57-45. It
passed the Senate Wednesday by a

State fees will rise

Fee Increases on their way to Gov.
Blanchard will not only double driv-
er's license fees but increase these
other fees:
® Title apptlcation fees increase
from $2 to $10.

® Registration transfer feces
icrease from $2 to $8.

® Moped transfer fee jumps from
$2 to $10. Moped registration fee re-
malns at $15, .

® Chauffeur licenses would In-

crease from $4 for a onc-year li- -

cense to $5, jump from $8 to $10 for
a two-year llcense, and $16 lo $20
for a four-year license.

@ Motorists would no longer pay
$1.50 to get a duplicate license or
pay 50 cents to correct thelr license,
but Instead would bé required to buy
a new license for $12.

Chafrman Cortis Hertel sald he
didn’t expect a strong negatlve reac-
tion from the publie when it sces the
money being used to repalr and ex-
pand the state's road network.

“Wherever you go ln the state you
can sce we're having problems with
our highway and public transit sys-
tems,” sald Hertel, D-Detroit.

THE HIGHER [ees will take ef-
fect April 5, but they will begin
showing up In driver’s license and
registratlon renewals mailed out

Feb. 16.
The bills also would allocate $50°
million for an ecconomic develop

SEMTA aided, too

Albert Martin, general manager
of the Southeastern Michigan Trans-
portation Authority, praised the Leg-
Islature’s passage of the transporta-
tion funding bill as having a positive
elfect on publlc transportation.

1f federa) funding levels remain
stable, Martin sald, the state pack-
age will allow SEMTA to malntain
existing levels of bus service for the
immedlate (uture,

The packnﬁe will generate an ad-
ditlonal $10¢ milllen and affects not
only roads but public iransit, alr-

ports, bridges, railways and water-

Ways.

The share allotted to public trans-
portation In Michigan is $8.4 million,
of which SEMTA and the Detroit De-
partment of Transportation wlil
recelve approximately $4 miltlon.

The package provides an addl-
tional $1 million annually to SEMTA
for itss municipal credit program,
under which SEMTA provides mon-
ey to communities In the service re-
gion. Municlpal credits typically
provide reduced or [ree publlc trans.
portation for the elderly and handl-
capped.
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€ MOW FOR CHRISTMAS & NEW YEARS! Room rats Includes: « 3 Nulritional
Gourmet Meals Dally » Nutritionist ¢ Massages * Faclal » Exercise & Yoga
Classes « Spas for Men & Women « Welght Loss Plans » Free Tennis Day & Nite
Goll Available » Dinner Dancing & Shows » Gala New Years Eve Party!

Call for Information & Reservations

'1-800-SPA-SLIM

ON BISCAYNE BAY BETWEEN
- MIAMI & MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA

I

Ccome In Out

duck or lobster tail.

dinner you'll never forget.

It's Embassy’s spectacular Christmas feast, o
Featuring your choice of three sumptuous entrees: prime rib, roast

The Best Christmas Dinner

Complemented by such festive fareas our fresh salad uble, succulent
side dishes, delicious Yorkshire pudding, and our clegant dessert cart.

Allserved with an elegant flair in Embassy’s
beautiful atrium garden restaurnt.

Make reservations now for the Christmas

28100 Franklin Road « Southfield » 350-2000+12 noon -9 p.m.

s13%. QUITES
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INCREDIBLE LIMITED TIME OFFER!
FREE $500°°

UNITED STATES
SAVINGS BOND!

® Nearly twice as efficient o3
older furnaces because’it

rellability
@ Kast will guaraniee heat the
same day as installation

® Llletime limited watronty

~ 9.9% Financing Available

To Quallfled Buyers

® The most efficient single:
speed model made by

Lennox

® Scasonal Energy Eficiency
Ratios (SEER) upto 124 .
extremnely efficlent

® One of the quictest. most
rugged and sdvanced unita
on the matket

® 45% reduction In operating
conts compared 10 unkta 7

® 5 year compressor warranty
on labor and materlals

Heating 8 Cootoa
.~ Make the KAST call your

Call Us For a FREE Energy
Anatysls of Your Home or Business.

Kast Is Contracting Business’ 19687 “Contractor of the Year,™

BIRMINGHAM ROYAL OAK PONTIAC
642-7150 542-3850 338-9255
LAST call!

Your financial
future can
begin today.

call
1-800-US-BONDS

L
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SAVINGS BONDS
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ment fund and allow cach of Michi-
gan's 83 countles Lo adopt its own ve-
hicle reglstration fecs.

‘The $109 million ralsed by the sey-
en (ransportation bills is roughly
equal to a 2.5-cents a gallon increase
inthe fuel tax.

“It really feels good after many
months of working on it," sald Jim
Pitz, director of the state Transpor-
tation Departmeant. He believes most
residents will support the fee in-
crease when they see how small il ls

LG

and reallze that many of the fees ba-
ven't been increased in 20 years,  *”
Leglslators were reluctant to (o>
crease the fees charged at various
Secretary of State branches for fear
of the political fallout. They finally’
gave In after providing that signs be
posted in each branch explaining the
new fees, -
The signs will indicate how much”
the new fees are, how much it costs’
the state to process each transaction
and how the money will be used. N

OCC campus to register :

business workshops and”’

g for dit cours-
es al the Highland Lakes Campus of
Qakland Community College runs
from Jan. 4 to 25. The campus Is at
7350 Cooley Lake Road, Unfon Lake.

Courses range {rom arts and
crafts, finance, recrcation, self-im-

speclal programs for singles. Special *
interest classes cover house buying,
child core, excrcise and aging, and$
getting a builder’s Meense. ]
A copy of the brochure can be ob-*
tained by calling OCC at 360-3041.

GROWN-UP 1
' KALEIDOSCOPES '

The childhood delight returns...astfully packaged
in grown-up form. Qur kalcidoscopes include designs of
wood, brass, and hand-masbled paper...from $50 1o $650. Shown:
L'Optique, which uscs real surroundings to form its patterns.
The Lucida, also shown in our inset. And The
Dragonfly, which sces the world as
. docs a fly.
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*Excluding Ascensia Comforter®
and custom sewing

Sale limited to stock
“on hand - 1200 units

OUR HOLIDAY
GIFT TO YOU!

20% OFF on all regularly
priced merchandise - comfort- .
ers, linens, cotton and wool I
blankets, pillows and numerous ,
accessories.*

Sale Ends Friday, Dec. 18th

Seandla Down Shop
of Birmingham
255 S. Woodward (Enmne:mBrmSt) vy
313-258-6670

Mon-Wed. 10-8, Thors., & Fri. 10-9, Sat. 10-5:30
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