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Traffic

X ONGESTED TRAFFIC is a sign of the
) times.

Ten years ago, the Grand River-
3 Farmington Road interseciion signaled.
the crossroads far an ailing retail district. Today,
-it's the gateway to hooming northwest Oakland
~County.

- In recent years, specding, growing noise and

«cut-through traffic have been the biggest qualt-

sty-of-life threats for families llving in the near-

: by neighborhoods.

" Given that, the Farmington City Council acted
ibly Dee. 7 in issioning a new study .

-to address downtown traffic, particularly cries

for lower speeds, no “through” traffic and im-

.proving the downtown bypass.

. Chances are the newly commissioned study
would have come about anyway. But it's hard to
pinpoint when. The city council didn’t previously
volunteer that a new traffic study was high pri-
ority.

The Farmington Department of Public Safety
has caught flack for allowing Grand River,
Shiawassee and Farmington Road to become
speedways. But let's be honest: officers haven't
been idly watching. Patrol cars are evident at all
hours. Speed, and you're risking a ticket and fine.

CITY LEADERS could have

‘Woes go beyond main roads

But let's keep emotion from clouding
effect.

M-102 bypass around downtown.

The Michigan Department of Transportation is
only now starting to install its long-promised
traffic light at Grove, to help pedestrians cross
Grand River without playing Russian roulette.

Chairman Kenneth Chiara wisely didn't try to
pass off OVA Traffic Commitiee recommenda-
tions as demands. As he put it: “We are not traf.
flc engineers. We are only neighbors concerned
about the safely of our residents.”

BUT LET'S keep emotion from clouding ef-
fect.

Banning parking on southbound Farmington
Road at Grand River to create a left turn lane
would further deplete already limited parking
spaces downtown,

Increasing access to M-102 would require
buying up a lot of private property, tearing down
buildings and incurring the wrath of bordering
residents.

le‘llng through traffic to Grand River and
Farmington Road would create the potential for

EKS BUDGET HELD
G6Y TAX

News mill grinds on
as year nears close

NEWSBEAT NIBBLES as 1987
draws to a close:

® Mayor Ben Marks called It “a
historic®meeting.”

I'm not sure how historic it was,

Stil), It not only brought the Farm-
ington Hills City Councll and the
Farmi Board of to-

S—

rush-hour gridlock on those narrow arteries.
d ch

the sig-
nificance of traffic problems downtown,

But instead, they acknowledged the urgency in
re-evaluating traffic patterns. Credit them with
beginning Grand River traffic counts even before
commissioning the $4,500 study.

They also inspired a sense of community by
eagerly agreeing to work with Old Village Asso-
ciation {OVA) residents in developing a way to
regain their neighborhood from the onslaught of
traffic.

OVA Traffic Committee recommendations in-
clude lower speed limits, “no parking” areas,

raore traffic signals and signs, special traffic en.
forcement officers and increased access to the

ig debt

- WAYNE COUNTY Executive Edward
. McNamara is aggressively trying to balance the
- county budget and cut into a huge inherited debt.
~His plan requires state legislative approval of a
“number of items, including a cigarette tax in-
~crease, It offers some tidbits to outstate Michi-
Zgan, but it is essentlally a Wayne County ballout,

I+ The county’s [iscal woes are chronic and se-
:vere. The accumulated deficit is at $130 million.
:McNamara recently ordered $12 million tn cuts
-from this year's $230 million budget that affect
“such vital areas as law enforcement, mental
‘health and county parks. Those cuts will be re-
“stored if his $26 million request for higher taxes
:and fees is approved In Lansing.

7. Last week the Senate approved a four-cent in-
screase In the clgarette tax. The House should
:vote on the matter this week,

. A FEW observations are in order:

. © If there is ever a good time for McNamara
ito propose 2 tax package, this is it. Wayne Coun-
ity's money woes are real and not of his making.
11t makes good polities to seek additional funding
inow rather than later,

* e Still it is wrong to consider McNamara's
-ploy in strictly political and self-serving terms,
He's ambitiously striving for new county devel-
‘opment (which translates into revenue), and he's
‘hacking away at costs while looking for state as-
‘sistance. MeNamara brings to this job the back-
ground of a fiscal conservative.

" ® Wayne County has itself to blame for some
‘of its woes. There is a history of poor, unwise and
foolish spending. Administrators and the county
commisslon have been loathe to face fiscal reali-
ty. The deficit is no surprise, but county commis-
Sioners are painfully short on concrete solutions.

7 & Wayne County is not totally at fault, how-
ever. Certain expenses, such as the size of the
Jndigent health care bill, are unique to Wayne
County. The commerctal and industrial boom 12

Qakland and W

<

§culplure atop City-County Building In Datrolt.

-Bailout is a balancing act

ges could trigger other
ramifications as well. That's why they're des-
tined for scrutiny by all Involved — traffic engi-
neers, city leaders and residents alike.

Injury accidents in Farmington are down and
no one has died In a crash since 1981, thanks in
part to increased use of scat belts. But there's no
hint that improvements to the Grand River cor-
ridor aren’t in order,

Meanwhile, the tra{{lc study coalllion will rep-
resent more than a joint effort, It will test just
how well representative democracy works at the
grass-roots level in a small town where people
pride themseives on working together.

A cigarette tax increase might be
a short-term answer to Wayne
County’s longstanding budget
problems, but the solution should
not go up in smoke.

gether across a table In Heritage
Park’s Estate House Dec. 8, it was

- informative to boot,

Marks safd he didn't think the two
governing boards were ever adver-
saries, even though that aura scems
to perslst.

Others who have followed local
politics say if the boards never had
an adversarinl relationship, they
were mighty close at Umes in the

t.

pa;’ve never thought of them in that
light, even during the controversy
that broke aut two years ago over
Farmington Hills' proj tax in-
crement financing authority to pay
for improving the western reaches
of 12 Mile. That was a difference of
oplnion,

Last week's meeting, as Marks
said, should put the adversarial aura
o rest once and for all.”

1 left the meeting to

you come right down to it, we have
the same intentions, the same goals.
Our services come out of the same
taxpayer dollars,”

The ice now broken, fulure meet-
ings should include the Farmington
City Council and tackle more meaty
issues — the state of the property
tax, Heritage Park as an educatlonal
resource, sidewalk and pathway
needs, recreational services,

#® They lost the game. But they
still came out winners,
‘Throttled by Grand Raplds Catho-

sidewalk and expanded
bike path development along major
roads in Farmington Hills. .
Having connecting sldewalks and
pathways along major roads indeed
would offer a healthy alternative for
Lrips to a nelghboring sub or a near-
by store. It also would make walk.
Ing, Jogging and bike riding safer.
Lack of money Is a key reason
why 30 few blke paths are evident
along the city's thoroughfares, But
other cittes have tax dollars dedicat-
ed excluslvely to pathway develop-
ment. Next year, I'd urge the Farm-
ington Hills City Council to explore
the merits of that methed of funding.

® The turnout for the Downtown
Farmington Christmas Walk Sunday,
Nov. 22, wasn’t overwhelmlng.

But no matter. The decorations,
and entertainment helped relnforce
the clty's small-town charm. And
you couldn't help but feel impressed,
3{ the cooperative spirit between,

e D

lic Central in the state Class B high
school football the
Farmington Hills Harrison Hawks
and thelr coach, John Herrington,
stood tall in defeat. They graciously
credited GRCC  with

Author-
ity and the Downtown Farmington”
Business Assoctation.

Sure the DDA is pouring $1.4 mil-
lon into central business district

them on the gridiron that particular

learn about how many projects the
clty and the schools are involved in,
and their willingness to bulld on that
cooperative spirit. Clty manager
Wiiliam Costick's interest in tapping
assistant superintendent Judith
White's staff development program
as he develops something similar for
the clty is the exact reaction, I think,
Mayor Marks hoped to elicit.

1 agree with the mayor that the
mecting should be the flrst of period-
lc get-togethers, As he put it, “When

and sometimes funded by state and federal poll-
cy — iIs sometimes harmful to Wayne County
when firms move to greener locales, Wayne
County communlities also give tax breaks that
may attract firms but which also reduce the
county's property tax intake,

THAT SAID, it scems likely the state Legisla.
ture will move this week to help Wayne County,
That's fine, but these caveats should be included
in a bailout plam:

® Revenues raised to eliminate the deficit
should be of a finite nature. When the debt is
eliminated, the tax or fee increase should simi-
larly “sunset.”

® Wayne County residents and officials should
realize that they must live within thelr means
and that there are some worthwhile services —
such as parks — which the county may not be
able to provide If the volers won't pay for them.
A county millage increase may be needed beyond
the bailout,

At the same time, McNamara should resist
cutting areas such as menta} health whose recip-
lents are among those with the least representa-
tion and who already are getting the short end of
the stick. .

® Finally, state legislators must come to the
politically unpopular reallzation that some prob-
lems require a metropolitan solution. While
Wayne County sits a stone's throw from the poor
house, neighboring Oakland County views life
from a penthouse. County commissioners there
are adding positions thanks to a budget that
spends 8 percent more than last year, even
though the county doesn’t need to Jevy its entire
authorized tax rate. One of Oakland's big debates
in the last year was how to distribute a budget
surplus. Wayne County officials must salivate
with envy.

Oakland County does a good job managing its
money, But its financlal health is due greatly toa
large, expanding tax base. If Wayne County had

access to a larger share of

But don't think the Hawks didn't
have the will to win,

As Chris Cox, the All-State ltne-
backer who doubled as the canter on
offense, emotionally put it: “It's a
pretty sad moment. This was my last
game at Harrlson. 1 can’t say how
much I wanted to win,”

® Overlooked by her surprising
defeat for re-clection to the city
councll was Joan Dudley's call for

public imp: But without

the support of the folks who have

day to day contact with downtown

visitors, namely the merchants, no

amount of sidewalk, greenery and’
amenity improvements would much

matter, .

One suggestion: next’ year, move
the walk to a Saturday, when more
people are more apt to plan a visit
downtown."

® Stop by the Farmington Histor-
lcal Museum on Grand River for an
enjoyable trip back in time. Hours
are expanded for the hollday season.
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Government:
just got bigger

‘To the edltor:

The High Risk Occupational Dis-
case Notificatlon and Preventlon
Act, House Resolutlon 162, Is big
government at its worst,

This act seeks to baltoon an al.
ready mind-boggling amount of liti-
gation our courts must deal with on
a dally basis, The real tragedy will
come about when H.R.‘ln begins to

quire notification, not simply feder-
ally proscribed danger levels, but
any contact whatsoelyer.

One dangerous aspect of this bill is
the broad language used to define a
hazardous substance. Bocause sun-
light is a carcinogen, almost every
agricultural worker would require
natification, which could lead to liti-
gatlon against his or her employer.
Businesses and farms would bo re-
quired to purchase expensive health
insurance or begin equally costly
programs of medical manitoring.

. It is an.undisputed fact that some

squeeze our farms and
Like many other proposals, this
act was born of the best intentions,

aro Indigenous
to certaln Industries. Yet H.R. 162,
despite its title, contains llitle provi-

18th Dlstrict

Girl Scouts
offer thanks

To the editor:

The Larkshire Girl Scouts would
like to extend a big thank you {o all !
the wonderful. people at the Grand :
River-Halsted K mart. :

‘We collected money to buy clothes -
for a needy child at our school. We ©
hoped to be able Lo buy several out. |
{its for this young student. Thanks to *
the generoalty of K mart, we were
able to purchase six complete outfita &

Insuring the p:

slon for g current p
with hazardous substance exposure.

o
workers Is a responsibllity which
every congressional rep

must accept.

HR. 162 would require the mass
notification of workers exposed to
any type of toxlc material, Affected
Indlviduals must then be shifted to
non-hazardous positions in the com.
pany. If these could not be found {in
case of 50 many small firma), the
company would be required to com-
pensate the Individual for a year,

On closer examination, troubling
possibilities begin to emerge, Indl-
viduals coming into contact with any
level of hazardous substance will re-

'n Michi-
gan's bullding boom, it might better deal with its
1 Share-th Ith progi are not
very popular, particularly in well-off enclaves of
Oakland County, but radical and unselfish lead.
ership Is needed to protect the government and

asscts of Wayne County,

Dick isham general manager

HR. 162 past Injuries but
contains iittle preventive medicine.

Clearly, a better solutlon would
have been to strengthen existing fed-
eral machinery designed to monitor
and safeguard the work place.

As H.R. 162 Is passed on to the
Senate, I hope the wisdom of our
founders is kept in mind when our
scnators examine this proposal, In-
ereasing the size and scope of an al-
ready vast federal domaln is not at-
'ways the answer,

Willlam Broomfleld,
US. representative,
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and and we were able to |
:;nyplnmunt this with a $25 toy dona-
on,

The K mart staff was very help-
ful, and 50 nice to work with. There
was not a “Scrooge” in the store as
we shopped. We know for sure the
holiday spirit is allve and well at
K mart.

‘Thanks s0 much for all of those
employees who helped us make this
n:ﬁl:'a special Christmas for & needy
child.

Deborah Kinde,
Larkahire Scbool
Farmlogton Hills




