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House approves cigarette, computer taxes

By Wayno Poal
stalt weitor

Wayne County's financlal crisls
appeared aver Wednesday, when the
state House of Representatives ap-
proved a series of new taxes de-
signed to balance the county budget
and reduce $130 milllon in county
debt.

“We're home,” a jubltant Wayne
County Executlve Edward
McNamara sald after the vote.

The House approved a 4-cent-per-
pack clgarette tax Increase as well
as a new tax on computer software.
The measures werc necessary to
keep the state’s largest county from
golng bankrupt, McNamara sald.

As of Wednesday afternoon, House
members hadn't approved a new
state budget or a new tax on fnsur-
ance companles — a pair of related
measures being consldered along
with the Wayne County package.

Michigan’s cigareite tax will now
be 25 cents per pack. The tax in-
creases are expected to take cffect
as soon as Gov. Blanchard signs the
legislation,

“THE REVENUE strcam |s now
in place,” McNamara said. "Think of
where we came from, @ county on

How locals
cast votes

The cigarette tax Increase passed,
56-49. Here's how local legislators
voted on the bill:

Qakland Caunty

Yes: Maxine Berman, D-Southe
tield: W.V. Brotherton, R-Farming-
ton; David Honigman, R-West
Rloemficld; Judith MHler, R-Bir-
mingham.

No: Mat Dunaskiss, R-Lake Orlon;
Gordon  Sparks, R-Troy, Wilfred
Webb, D-Hazel Park.

Democrats voted 47-15 to approve
the clgarette tax. Republicans voted
9.34 agalnst the measure, though
House minority teader Paul Hille
gonds, R-Holland, supported the
measure.
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the verge of recelvership pleading to
a statewlde legislature.”

Other counties, including Oakland,

will share in the new taxes.

Cigarette and computer taxes are
expected to provide a combined $5%
milllon annually in tax revenue.

The clgarette tax increase wlll
ralse as much as $16 milllon a year
to retire Wayne County debts, sald
Rep. James Kosteva, D-Canton Twp.
1t will also provide a comblned $17
million annually for other countles.
Wayne County's share will shrink to
$4 millicn over time, as it pays off
debis owed the state.

In addition, Wayne County also
stands to recelve most of $11 million
In new tax revenue targeted to pro-
vide health care for (he needy, plus
an expected $9 million in Increased
federal Medlcald payments.

An additlonal $11 mlllion would be
reserved to provide AIDS educatlon
programs and free blood tests, Kos-
teva said,

Rep. Mot Dunaskiss, R-Lake
Orion, voted against the package.
“It's a statewlde tax for Wayne
County problems,” Dunaskiss said.

The state Senale was expected to
vole on a number of related mea-
sures, Including a tax on Metro Alre
port parking. That vote hadn't oc-
curred a3 of Wednesday alternoon.

The Secnate and House approved
various measures lasl week, but
measures needed confirmation In
both houses. The cigareite tax in-
crease was approved by the state
Senate Dee. 11. The House approved
the other measures, Including the
alrpart parking tax, the same day.

Both houses are also expected to
soon vate on changes In county medi-
cal service 1o the poor. The county
secks lo have service provided
through a private Health Mainte-
nance Organizatlon. .

The county’s Indigent health care
program is its biggest budget drain,
officials sald.

EARLIER THIS month,
McNamara ordercd $12 million in
cuts to balance the caunty budget.

Cuts would have closed a floor at
the county fail, reduced county pay-
ments to menta) health care agen-
cles and closed the county park sys-
tem. Twenty-one sherlff’s deputies
asslgned to the jall and 10 asslstant
prr‘osccmors would have been lald
off.

Many of the cuts are expected to
now be canceled.

The jail and prosccutor's office
cuts were belng challenged in court.
Sheriff Robert Ficano and Prosecu-
tor John O’Hair both filed scparate
sults in Wayne County Circuit Court
ta keep staff members on the job.

Ficano sald he'd drop hls suit if
the Leglslature approved the packe
age.

“We filed to protect oursclves,”
Ficano said before the vote, “But we
need to have the Legislature approve

this qulckly, The layoifs go into ef.
feet Friday.”

1 the packoge had falled, Flcano
said he would have pressed for lm-
medlate consideration of the suit. Fi-
cano filed as part of his origlnal sult
to expand county jall space.

O'Hair sald he would drop most of
hls sult If the package passed.

“If the leglstature brings the pro-
posals to reallty, it would moot a sig-
nlticant part of the lawsult,” O'Halr
said earlier in the weck. “But one as-
pect remalins with regard to fitling
vacancles."

O'Hair sald he would continue to
sue to speed up the county’s hiring
process,

“It sometimes takes three or four
months to fill a vacancy,” he said.

O! 140 ass|stant prosecutors’ posl-
tions contalned in the county budget,
O’Hair sald 125 are currently filled.

Health care officials were less op-
timistle about the return of full ser-

vices,

“I DON'T know whether services
will be restored or not,” said Dr.
‘Thomas Herzberg, director of Subur-
ban West Community Center, "The
latest word we have is that the
Legisla ture Ls considering a $60 mil
lion (state) budgel cut. It scems that
even If we get out of thls, we're
going right back into the fire.”

‘The Redford Townshlp-based cen-
ter provides mental health care ser.
vlcq to nearly 900 Redford, Livonia
and " Plymouth/Canton  residents
each year, Herzberg said.

Growth Werks Inc., a Plymouth
based counseling center, doesn't ex.
pect any financlal support from the
county, regardless of the Legisl-
ture's actlon,

“We were told Jast June not to rx.
pect any more money," director
Dale Yagiela sald.

At one time, the county had &
nanced a youth development pro.
gram at the center, Yagiela said
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ple

Look at the facts: ror years, we here a1 Meyer Treasure Chest stores have made no secret about
the fact that we wera (he leading jewsler in Metropolitan Detroit. Recently, we took steps to verity how we are

. perceived in this market. Early, in September 1987, we hired an independent market research firm ta conduct a
survey in a random sampling of this three county market. They not only took a close look at us; they also com-
pared us with other major competitive chains. We have to admil that the resulls were very pleasing and we
would like to share a few of our findings with you.

O More people said, Meyer Treasure Chest, when questioned on TOP-OF-THE-MIND awareness. O
More people said, Meyer, on unaided awareness. O In total awareness, Meyer was still on top although
most jewelry chains did relatively well. 3 Among those who had made purchases, Meyer again led the
group. O Meyer Treasure Chest was also the most mentioned, when those surveyed, expressed where
they would make their next purchase. [0 Meyer was also rated tops in lhe catagories of merchandise
style, quality and customer service. [0 When questioned about competitive pricing, Meyer Treasure
Chest compared very favorably against other major competitors. It has always been our policy, at
Maeyer, to offer the right price from the very start, we do not offer merchandise at sale or discount prices.

We at Meyer feel that when your looking for jewelry
it makes sense (dollars and cents) to look to the leader.

Oy it gy P Tt

ESTABLISHED 1920
Michigan's Largost Jawelar




