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Retail activity
Merchants talk about what’s hot

P jhy Chrls Rizk
*stoft writer

2 The stock market may be down,
- but sales are up at local stores dur-
Vg the hollday shopping scason,
armlnglon area merchants are

P«sp!le predictions of a dismal
€3 season as a result of the stock
"Warket crash Oct. 19, consumers are
out in full force.
Merchants, not ready to commit
emsclves to specific flgures, arc
saylng it's Loo soon to assess 1987
“Toliday sales. But they're predicting
a healthy sales scason.
aat /'We don't have December sales
n..llguru yet. But so fur, sales appear
tobe the same as Jast year,” said
L general manager Kimberly Kain of
@ unters Square/Tally Hall, at 14
o mnc and Orchard Lake Road in
rmington Hills.
'We're running nine diffcrent ads
“h'the newspapers in an effort to at-
tract consumers. And we've not scen
wany decllne in shoppers over last
snyear)”
This year, consumers are headed
..Jor more personal [ems, ranging

‘We don’t have
December sales
figures yet. But so far,
sales appear to be the
same as last year.’
— Kimberly Kain
general manager
Hunters Square/ Tally Hall

from stationery to personalized
heusewares.

Last year's hot scllers, personal
computers and computerized toys,
are giving way to ecllular telephones
and video cameras.

LOCAL CONSUMERS, tired of
shopplng malls and mass mer-
chandisers, are returning te local
merchants within thelr cémmunities,
sald Jon Grant, president of the
Farmingtan/Farmington HIls
Chamber of Commerce and Farm-
ington-based Reliance Forms and
Supplies.

“1 think we're seelng a shift in at-
titudes in mall shoppers,” Grant

said. “Outdoor shopping appears to

Aﬂstudy on downtown Farmington
shopper habits released this summer
supports his statement: More than 70
pereent of the downtown shoppers
surveyed were from Farmington/
Farmington Hills.

Marmel Gifts and Toys co-owner

Gaye Smith sald emphasls is on per-
soral service,
“we compele wilh the malls by of-
fering personal service,” Smith sald.
“We have some very falthful cus-
tomers who know that they can
come in here with a gift list with
ages and we'll lakc them around and
find gifts for th

“You don't lind that kind of ser-
vlce in blgger stores.”

Service scems to be the important

Ingredlent in bringlng back custom-
ers once they've plcked a place to
shop.
For Smith, whose shop ls at 28857
Orchard Lake Road in Farmington
Hills, shoppers’ comments help
guide her actlons when making decl-
slons on what to sell and how to dis-
play her merchandlse.

Please lurn to Pago 8

Marmel Gifts & Toys co-owner Margo Mellen
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Windmill
Fruit Market

34300 Plymouth Road Livonia 422-414

{Between Stark & Levan foads)
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Order Now
Party Trays

In¢ludos

» Roast Beel szio?

* Turkoy, Ham person

Deliclous

Cookie Trays 5999

Full Foamed
Thermo Cover
Petuxe Hard Cover
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SWIMMING POOLS and SPA DOMES
On Display In Showroom

BRAND NEW SPAS

Complete Equipment Package

. i {The Safest & Most
-} AvAlLABLE : Efficient Spa in

‘B == JAMAICAN POOL & SPA

ADDITIONAL
PRICE

Curb Side
Delivery

or.
Bring Your
Truck
and Savsl

America

/,

PAINTER'S ALLEY, INC.
28875 Plymouth Road
LIVONIA » 427-0599

SUPPLIES and CLASSES

FOLK ART+*TOLE+ FABRIC PAINTING
+* STENCILING+ CANVAS - PASTELS
«WATER COLOR

Sign up for January Classes

Day and Evenling Classes Mon.-Frf, 10-8:30

Sat. 10-3:00

Christmas Gifts
for the Home

Lookiag for 2 extra special ltem
or someone very dear? We've
rota deligattel collection of

righ-gits” for the bome.

Aokl & 3. .

anldny Hours; Mo
n. 12-5,

“NELSON'S.
CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING
Is Presenting -

POSTERS PLUS

Yes, we are still Nelson's Custom
Framing! But we now have unframed and
framed posters. Come In and see us!
427-0325
Wa are located in the Terrence Corners
Between 5 & 6 Mile (off Middlebelt)

WE HAVE GREAT CHRISTMAS IDEAS!

1/2 OFF BPECIAU’
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POINSETTIA
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GOLD ITALIA

Located in Livonia Mall near Mervyn's
Formerly
Silver Brick Road
We've moved
ta serve you better!




