Man attacked by passive restraint device

A Mazda I was driving the other
dny tried to strangle me when I
opened its trunk.

You might assume I was u:unx
the ultimate burglar alarm. Not so, I

‘The car was equipped with one of
those motorized belt systems that
runs on a track above the door, The
idea is that when you close the door,
 little motor runs the belt over your
shoulder and straps you in. When you
open the door, the bell runs back
along the track so you can get out.

IU's one of a number of new acat
belt systems belng offered today to
meet the federal requirement that
10 pereent of all cars manufactured
in the 1988 model year must have

Survey shows readers feel optimistic about

The jury Is In. The results of the
survey published on Oct. 28 clearly
reveal the optimism our readers feel
toward the stock market. The major-
ity believes the market witl stabilize
and [nvestors should not panic and

il out.

The results below tell how our
readers feel. I will publlsh my views
on the cconomy and the stock mar-
ket in a few weeks,

1. Do you {nvest In the market?
yes I
no '

2. Do you have a stockbroker?
yes75%

1n025%
3. The market is headed:
upds% .
down 23%
sideways MU%
4. The economy is basically:
strong 40%
weak 13%

passive restralnts — that is, some-
thing that sort of does whal a seat
belt does more or less all by Itself,

IT'S IN the dellnition of “passive”
Lhat things get a little fuzzy, Alrbags,
which Inflate when you hit some-
thing at 3¢ mph or s0, are ive
although they also require a lap belt,
Cross-chest belts that run by Ilittle
motors also are tve aithoy
they also require manually buckling
alap belt.

Another “passlve” system that is
on several '88 models clips to the
door and Is supposed to unwind when
you open the door, then strap you in
after it s shut. It seems to be the

average 47%
. Interest rates are headed:
U7

down 32%

sldeways 34
8. For now. an Invulor should:

buy 43

sell 4'7-

stay away 53%
7, The single most Important cause
of the market’s volatility is:

(a. computer trading 32%

(b. deficit 13%

(c; gsychology 28%

galns 6 %

(e. lorelgu stock markets 4%

(f. election year 4%

(8 ilulltutlonnl investors 7%

(b. other &'
8, Are you wllllng to let your Invest-
ments be timed by a professional
timer on a long-term basis?

yes13%

no23%

maybe 64%
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P
safest of all these new seat belt sys.
tems because It keeps you from get-
ting in the car at all.

BUT THE MAIN recason “passive”
is a misnomer Is that it glves you
Nttle warning that a car with the
motorized belt systems Is capable of
attacking you in an unguarded
moment.

There is a little lever that opens
the trunk alongside the seat In a
Mazda, along with a second lever
that opens the gas cap. In the dark, 1
opened the door to see which was
;vhlch leaning over to get a better

Too late, I heard the motor start,
The belt got me in the back of the
neck, and the machine had me tled

Sid .
Mittra

finances and you

9. I consider myself:

2. cautious 49%

b, action-oriented 13%
c. objective aa%

10. By year—end the DJIA will be at:
300 4%

h 1500 1%

2000 43%

d) 2500 17%

€} 20004%

35002%

{g) other 17004%
1800 9%

2100 6%

11, In this crazy market it's better to
make qulck profits and get out.
agree 28%
disagree 72%

12. It’s better to be in the bond mar-
ket rather than in the stock market.
agree 26%
disagree T4%

13. In making buy/sell decisions
investors should take advice of bro-

Kers.
yes 36%
1o 64%
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up in the door frame in a manner knowlngu\ey are well protected.
worthy of a televlslon wrester. The new “passive” belts not only

There is a more serious slde to
motorized betts, however. I quickly
notlced that not a single individual in
the car ever buckled up his or her
lap belt after the upper-body re-
stralnt landed In place, But without
the lap belt, the system s pretty
much worthless.

I THINK it could be argued that
today's manual seat belt systems
have been the single greatest addl-
tlon Lo passenger car safety ever In-
vented. The dlsmal statlstics on how
few people habitvally buckle them
notwithstanding, those who do buc-
kle thelr belts get the satlsfaction of

14. During 1988 the stock market
will:

rise 68%

fall 13%

remaln the same 19%
15. Small investors should stay away
from the market.

agree 30%

disagree 70%.

16. It makes a lot of sense 1o buy
stocks now because they appear to
be so cheap.

right 60%

wrong 40%
17, Investors who are in the market
should stay in because the market
will recover soon.

true 85%

false 15%
18. 1f the price of your stock ls con-
siderably higher than when you
baught it you should take the follow-
ing actlon:

(a.sell 30%

do not work as well as the old style,
carly studies indlcate they are so
awkward they are belng used sub-
stantlally less than the manual belts,

At the risk of sounding a lttle
crotchety while my neck is still sore,
I think these ncwiangled restraint
systems are the dumbest thing I
have seen on new cars in a long, long
time.

1It’s a giant step backward for pas-
senger safety in response to a poorly
hought-out technlcal requirement.

Dan McCosh is the automotive
editor of Popular Science maga-
zine,

market

{b. buy more 11%

{c. do nothing 38%

{d. se)l on strength 17%

{e. buy In weakness 4%
19, Since the market is extremely
risky, investors should buy only con-
servative stocks

agree 53%

disagree 47%

Seminsr; “The Market Crash —
Five Ways to Protect your Money;"
and “How to Invest Home Equity —
Safely." The seminar, sponsored by
the Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers and Coordinated Financia
Planning, will be 7-9:30 p.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 12, at the Baldwin Library,
300 W. Merrill, Blrmingham,

For reservatlons, cnu 6438880,

Sid Mittra is a professor of.
management at Oakland Univer-’
sity and president of Coordinated.
Financial Planning.

Merchandise-by-mail industry expected to continue thriving

Most everyone is taking advan-
tage of shopping by mall these days,
and it isn't any wonder. With more
than 10 billion catalogs In circula-
tion and revenucs from sales In ex-
cess of $50 bitlien, the merchandlse-
by-mall Industry has given another
meaning to the phrase “let your fin-
gers do the walking."

Montgomery Ward was the first to

ue its own mass-merchandise ca-
talog — back In 1872; shortly there-
after, Sears and Rocbuck followed
suit with its now famous Sear’s cata.

log.

The merchandlse-by-mall Industry
Is one that has been predic as
being one of the “"hottest” businesses
ihis year and throughout the next
decade. The advantages offered to
consumers (and businesses) choosing
10 shop by mall are fairly obvious.
Convenlence is a primary nfluenc-
ing factor that contributes to the ap-
peal of catalog shopplng.

ORDERING CAN be as simple as
dizling a toll-free numer and using a
credit card,

Catalogs alow potential buyers to
comparison shop without ever leay-
ing thelr home or office. Another
consideration is that the goods and
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f focus: small business

cent of the peaple who buy catalogs
order merchandise compared (o only
2 percent who get them in the mall,
But how do you go about finding
the right mail order firm to do busi-
ness with? According to Sue Gold-
steln, author of the Underground
Shopper series, potential mail-order

services offered for sale are no long-
er llmited to one's own city, state or
even country. And prices are often
significantly lower than those
charg ugh traditional cutlets,
Galning access to mail order cata-
logs s no longer limited to borrow-
ing from friends or contacting the
firms dircctly. As of September, con-
sumers have been offered the oppor-

tunity to buy catalogs through some
75,000 magazine outlets, book stores
and newsstands throughout the coun-

COMPANIES SUCH as Walden-
books now sell more than 100,000 ca-
talogs per month at $1 to $3 each.
According to Jay Walker, chairman
of Catalog Retail Corp., 5 to 15 per-
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a kid should tie getting in school

Unfortunately. what too many of them are getting
Ins(ud Is uruo:. With your heip, It doesn't Rave to

Therels a pmgrlm called “Schools Without Drugs:
The Challenge™ that can help you deal with the drug
prodtem |n your cammunity of schoot.

Find out about It. The Smarter you are about what
works agalnst drugs. the batter chance our kids will
understand how dumb It 13 to take them.
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Giveahoot.
Don't pollute.

Forest Service, Usbﬁ.

should do their homework
before ordering.

Her suggestions include knowing
exactly what you want to buy and to

read any product or service informa-
tion throroughly.

“ALSO, CHECR with any local
Better Business Bureau regarding
their complalnt file on a company's
past performance,” Goldstein said.
“It also helps to acquaint yourself
generally with return policies, re-
stocking lec!, and time limits on
guarantees,”

Next week we wiil discuss some of

the problems facing the mer-’
chandise-by-mail Industry and what:
Is being done to overcome them.

Mary DiPaolo is the owner of.
MarkeTrends, a Farmington:
Hills-based business consulting:
firm, She is also producer and.
host of the cable television series,,
“Focus: The Small Business Emn-
ronment.”

Centerp and B P Nonlrn;.!llle Gallery
owers
are offered by these 0135 Cady
Fine Local Florists 349-3811

for your Holiday
Pleasure

s‘i‘lo wers & Gifts

Cuslnm Fresn & Sik

FTD Fiora Fe
Alt Major Credit Ca.

ax 7-7
rds | FTD Al Mayr Credut Cands

9__535-4934 (-]

Flarp) Desy :
M " Com‘%f‘c-lal ;“l“lm';l l;mea :
0st 0 |
these Florists 420-3300 ;
feature Delirenes To AU Metro Areas i
onc or more | Plymouth
f th Flowers by
+ Nationally Friendly Persuasions
Known 696 N. Mill 5t
Wire Services. 453-5240
FTD
Berkley Livonia Redford
Flowers from Buzzy Bee Florists
Berkley Flower Joe's 27009 Plymouth Rd.
Sbop & Greenhouse :{41;2 W, 7 ;léle o 9%_7-3'123(3
3071 W. 12 Mile Rd, SIS ) cers For All Occasions
544-4500 Fivens ok | AR C"“"'?ﬂ‘}"r"tﬁm
Birming! Livonia
Moss-Li lnskl Floyd's
Flowers and Gifts Flowers, Inc,
18 s Bncs 23285 Five Mile 25096 5 Mile Rd. .
646-7272 10 the New Cive Crmer Ulszs

Farmington

McFarland’s

Livonia
Harold Thomas

Rediord
Lockey’s Flowers

Shop
29377 Grand River at Haggerty
Pepper Square

Florist & Greenbouses | INursery & Florist 25905 W. 6 Mile
28915 Grand River 18 M%klk;ﬂ?ﬂ 531-1550
474- -2888 | cirv Afip KORLDwWIDE
FTD Mapr Credit Cards | gadiom Charpe By Phone AFS _FID
Farmington Hills Livonia
Little Flower Kim's Redtord Twp.
Flowers & Gifts Flowers

piMicdNevtergh | | by Sandin

472-8931 25801 Plymouth Rd.
! R 5’“"2“ 937-1120

Farmington Hills Livonia Southfield |; 3 &
Schroeter’s Livonia Florist | Dorcey Florist, Inc. | : :
Flowers & Glfts Merri-3 Plaza 29201 Sonthfield Rd. 10
29218 Orchard Lake Rd. 422-1313 552-0040 ;
€ 8510222 | MU | P Atajor Credit Cards :
Livonlz Livonta Southfield § !
Bartel’s Flowers Me}n;rir-gnfg l;'lorisl Sle\gz Coden's N
al an’s ine. M
”M: Pl’: mcnl(!]! L P umf\-ww.l Ing Phme 26358 Evergr N
by Phone | 3953 Merriman Rd. 358-1520 :
i fepora Frorsas - |G 427-1410 ) | we beliersa Beiou o :
Livonia . Livonia .
Cardwell Florist | “Plaza Florist | Rabler & Stein's :
32109 Piymouth Rd. ts roenhousa, bx. :
e 3 37287 W. Slx Nile 42158 Michigan Ave. '
213567 | corud ST E 2 s | i S0 000,,, :
D Teleflora n Nexburph Plaza Cantnn and 43 Sbwrda Duily N
Livonla Livonia West Rloomileld :
Bos Susie’s Anne Michaels .

Florist & Groonhnuu Flowers and Gifts 4339 Orchard Lake R
33220 W, 7 Mile Rd. 37613 5 Mile Rd, At Lone
1-1674 .4588 HSS-;IUB

Serving h:::sh S-};m ,,,a.,, AJ;',.smnu-q win r-vr,mﬁ Wesor Credit Cnts "LO; R




