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Chris Blackwell catches his breath atter com-
pleting a 50-yard freestyle heat, Harrison lost

Lakers edge Harrison

Harri-

, Fi
Bon was lupreme in its swimming
dual-meet opener Tuesday against
West Bloomfleld. But it was the
Lakers superior depth that made
the difference, boosting them to a
90-82 win at Harrison.

‘The Hawks won seven of the first
10 events but tralled by six polnts
entering the last, the 400-yard free-
style refay. Coach Pete Leonhardt
opted to go for the victary, splitting
his top swimmers In two relays in
an effort to take first and third.

“If we had Just stacked one re-
lay, we could have tled them,” sald
Leonhardt. His gamble failed, how-
ever, when the West Bloomfield
foursome of Dave Notarius, Russ
Novack, Brad Klintworth and
Jason McCaln combined for the
meet-clinching victory in 3:41.5.
Harrlson's teams finlshed second
and third.

IT WAS the second relay victory

swimming
In the meet for. West Bloomfield.
The Lakers also captured the 200
medley relay, with Nathan Welf,
Rusty Caplan, Steve Demeter and
Doug Phelan combining for the win
in 1:52.5,

Harrison won seven-straight in-
dividual events before Wolf cnded
the streak with a victory In the 100
backstroke (1:05.5). West Bloom-
fietd also took top honors in the 100
breaststroke, with Jason McCain
winning in 1:02.7,

Scott Farabee and Brian Fltzger-
ald each weon twice for Harrison.
Farabee's trlumphs came in the
200 indlvidual medley (2:12.20) and
100 butterfly (57.30}), while Fitzger-
ald was first In the 200 (1:54.90)
and 500 (5:11.60) freestyle.

RANDY BORST/statt photographer
the non-league swimming meet to West
Bloomfield, 90-62,

Other winners for the Hawks
were Jeff Whitehead in the 50 free
{23.9), Karl Johnson in diving
(209,30 polnts) and Mare Frosch in
the 100 {ree (52.70).

Harrlson is now idle untll Jan. 7,
while West Bloomfleld hosts Hazel
Park Thursday.

NOVI 81, N. FARMINGTON 81;
Steve Tumey anchored North
Farmington's winning 200-yard
mediey relay team and also won
the butterfly.

Bruce Geins, Jordy Greensteln,
Doug Schwedland and Tumey com-
bined for a 1:49.3 time in the relay,
and Tumey posted a 1:00.83 butter-
fly ime.

Golns had North's only other
first place, winnlng the backstroke
in 1:04.05. Greenstein did have lwo
seconds, however, In the individual
medley (2:16.62) and the
breaststroke (1:06.87).

The Raiders are 0-1.

Defending champ Salem
host for WLAA relays

By Don O'Meara
staff wrlter

Coach Chuck Olson sounded like
he was in the hollday splrit, ready to
extend a yuletlde greeting to the rest
of the Western Lakes Activitles As-
sociatlon.

Olson and his Plymouth Salem
team wlll be host for the annuat
WLAA Relays in bo;

relay with Mike Hill, John

3 3
swimming
Untll last year, the tegm that won

the relays also ended up as the

league champ. Salem won Lhe relays
last year, but the trend was broken

ys
Saturday. But are the Rocks plan-
ning to be graclous hosts, or are they
setting a Kirk Glbson-like bear trap
for thelr guests?

"We always cnjoy having every-
body over,” Olson said, “and we al-
ways enjoy dolng well In thls meet.”

Indeed, the defending champion
Rocks have virtually dominated the
event. Livenla Stevenson Is the only
other tcam to have won any of the
previous flve.

Thls year's event beglns at 1:30
p.m. and Is belng sponsared by the
Plymouth and Canton Rotary clubs,

Salem is expected to be in the run-
ning for flrst place agaln, especlally
after winning the Bcl!evllle Invita-
tlonal last weekend, ns
could be its chlef cnmpeuuen ngaln.

NORTH FARMINGTON has done
well In the past, and Plymouth Can-
ton and Northville, with some good
swimmers among lheol;d r::b.mm
expecjed to make g owings,
Farmington Hills Horrison Is men-
tloned as a team to watch, too.

when P later in
the season.

T would (hink the winner of this
relay meet would have the inslde
shot at winning the lengue meet,”
Spartan coach Doug Buckler sald.

"We expect to. swim well, but
we're a little short on numbers,
We're not as powerful as we used to
be, but we'll do well and, I believe,
be there at the end.”

Salem has plenty of swimmers
and, thus, a lot of depth. That could
go a long way toward determining
the outeome. Each swimmer can en-
ter only two events, 50 teams with
greater numbers beneflt from the
format,

“WE CAN FILL all events with
quality swimmers,” Olson aald. “We
have ulwuyl mnnagcd to do well In
this meet.

‘Two of the blg events could be the
freestyle and medley relays, Salem
and Stevenson havo excellent teams,
and those two plus North have
strong medley foursomes,

The Rocks hope to do well In the

Irvine, Jeff Musson and Ron Orris
competing.

“Some real good teams wiil be
there, bul we should be in there, too”
sald North coach Susan Gendron,
who sald diving could be another
plus for the Ralders.

Above all, the teams take a lald-
back approach to the relays. Most
see it as a getoacqualnted meet and
opportunlty to check out the compe-
ll’:hmd for the dual-meet season
ahead,

“THIS IS A fun meet, Buckler
said. “It gives us all a chance to sce
what the other guy has in the Icague
We want to swim well, but wa're
golng In to have fun with it."

“Trying to work out any strategy
fs minimal,"" Olson said. “It’s hard to
say ‘We'll win.this or knock some-
body back here,

“We want to sce what our capabil-
lties ave this time of year, and put
ldds ln and hope they win and get a

Gcndmn is In her first year as
coach at North, so the league and re-
lays are new to her.

“It will be more of a learning ex-
perience for me,” she sald, ‘It givu
the kids a chance to show me what
they can do in other areas besides
what they normally swim,

"We'll find out who the teams to
beat in the league are, and the kids
can find out where they stand (In
compnrl:on to other league
swimmers).”

‘Raiders capture title

in volleyball tourney

By Dan O'Moara
gtali writor

North Farminglon should be a
forcc among Observerland volley-
ball teams based on inltial results of
the new season,

The Ralders served notice, as well
as qulte a few aces, they will have to
be reckoned with after winning the
champlonship of the Mount Clemens
Invitational Saturday.

And North not only won the tour-
nament but never Jost a game all
day. The clean sweep enables the
Raiders lo begin the season with a 7-
0 record.

“That's tough to do,” coach Sandy
Lubjenleckl said, “because you're
golng to have times when you're
flat.”

The Ralders indeed had their
down times, but managed (o come
back and win each time. North had a
close call beating Romeo 15-13, 16+
14 In the final match of pool play,
and they tralled Roseville Brablec
10-2 in the second game of the final
before winning 16-14.

NORTH DEFEATED Rochester
15-6, 15-3; Mount Clemens 15-3, 15-3;
Brablec 15-8, 15-8; Warren Mott 15~
6, 15-13; and Romea in pool play. In
the semifinals, the Ralders beat Ro-
chester 15-11, 15-3 and, In the final,
Brablec 18-16, 1614,

The Raiders powered their way to
the title behind some strong hitting,
which Included key contributions
from four players.

Stephanie Knapp and Suzi Butch-
er, both seniors and returning start-
ers, had 35 and 31 kills, respectively.
Knapp was 83-0f-37 on spike at-
tempts, and Butcher had 80 chances.

In addition, scnlors Missy
scawen and Pam Konjamlch nddcd
23 and 21 kills aplece, having 62 and
63 attempts, respectively,

“1 think we've really improved our
(hitting),” Lublenlecki said. “We've
always played good team defense,
and we've set a goal of going after
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who wllt give hnrlh

Coulson, who had knee surgery
and won't be able 1o play until Janu-

server and defco-
Lublenieckl said.
Seamons also hurt a knee late In the
basketball season, but didn't require
surgery. She is working out in a lim-

= 10
added helght in the front row,
volleyball
ary.isan
T Nore volleybell, 40 sive player,
some team records and really con-
contrating on offense,

“PAM AND MISSY help us a lot,
because Lhey've developed into such
strong hitters," she added. “There
will be matches when they will lead
the team.”

Lublenjecki wi)) go with two
setters because of the abilitles of
senlor Carrle Lee and Junlar Debble
Weintraub, who had 53 and 60 as-
slsts, respectively, in the tourna-
ment.

Welntraub also is one of North's

most elfective servers. She was 63.
of-67 for 94 percent Saturday, and
she served for 49 points, 21 of which
were aces. Butcher also had 49
points and 16 aces, She was 63-0f-73
for 85 nt.
“That's something I look for,” sald
Lublenlecki of points scored,
cause it means you're staying up
there for a while and have something
on the serve.”

The Ralders recclved 91 percent
of their opponents’ serves, an excep-
tional figure for so early In the sea-
son, Lubleniecki sald,

ON THE OTHER hand, the oppo-
sition recelved only 75 percent of
North's serves. Lubienlecki said she
has her hardest-serving team in her
10 years as coach of the Raiders.

“Hopefuily, thal's going to be one
of our strengths, because you can use
It as a weapon just as much as your
offense,"” she sald.

“Every team has that one (good
server). But, Il you have three or
four {as North docs), it really makes
it diffleult on your opponents.”

‘The Ralders also return junlor
Kelly Coulson, but she Ls still recov-
ering from a basketball injury as is
teammate Vicki Seamons, a 5-foots

ited capaclty until after the Christ-
‘mas break,

THE VARSITY roster also in-
cludes juniors Pam Gressler, Donna
O'Brien and Patty Gooding and soph-
omore Courtney Knapp.

Gressler Is another serving/defens
slve speciallst who played on ihe
Junlor varsity last year. Knapp suf-
fered a preseason ankle injury and
won't return untll after vacation,

also,

O'Brien dldn't play volleyball last
year, but Lubieniecki is glad to have
her on the team.

“As the scason goes on, she'lt be
one of our strongest hitters.” she
sald.

Gooding Is an attacker but can
also serve the balt efficlently. She
put 91 pereent of her serves In play
Saturday and had some key serves
during the Raiders’ comeback
games, .

North was 21-16 last year and fin-
Ished third In the Lakes Division,
The Raiders face another tough
schedule, but Lublenieckl is optimis-
tle. One thing the Raiders have going
for them, she sald, is team unity.

“VOLLEYBALL IS a game of
chemistry on the court,” she said:
“Sometlmes you can't get that if the
team docsn't get along well,

*“So {ar Lhis team has gotten along.
Thcy re working hard and we ha-
ven't had a bad practice.

*“That showed in the games Saturt
day. When a team clicks on and off
the court, you usually have success.”
she added. *I see that and, hopefully,
we'll keep that throughout the sca-
son.™
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