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Among OCC grads,
women beat men 2-1

By Tim Richard
staft writer

For several years, women stus
dents have been in a majority at
Oakland Community College.

Now OCC is linding that Its wom-
cn graduates outnumber men by 2-1.
And among cthnic minoritles, wom-
en are enrolled at double the aum-
bers of men.

“There are reasons why there are
more women,” OCC Chancellor R.
Stephen Nicholson told the board of
trustees.

“There are a lack of alternalives
o move to a university. Women tend
10 have families and responsibilitics.

“QCC may not be just among thelr
{women's) cholces. We may be the
only cholce,” he said. On the other
hand, men often transfer out within
two years before receiving degrees.

THESE CONCLUSIONS popped
out of a series of studies of enroll-
ments, success patterns and demo-
graphics, They were conducted by
Dr. Carlos Olivarez of the counseling
staff.

The studies are part of Nlcholson's
efforts to track the high non-return
rates at OCC and community col-
leges generally.

Olivarez sald one significant,
though preliminary, flnding was the
Impact of a new program called AS-

SET — Assessment of Skllls for Suc-
cessful Entry and Transfer. Students
are tested for math and communica-
tions skills, and their scores are used
as a counseling tool for placement.

C's “retention rate” for stu-
dents who had been through the AS-
SET program was 83 percent; for
others, Jess than 54 percent.

MEN STILL predominated among
students at OCC's Auburn Hills Cam-
pus, where high technology and
many industria) programs are of-
fered.

Elsewhere, however, OCC Is 2
women’s world, Items:

¢ Among degree reclpients,
women rose from 65 percent of the
1982-3 total to 67 percent Jast school
year.

® Among one-year certificate re-
ciplents, women jum) from %6
percent in 1982-3 to nearly 72 per-
cent last year.

e Among American Indians,
women accounted for 70 percent of
the admlssions: among blacks, §6
percent; among Hispanics, 60 per-
cent,

® Overall, women were 56.4 per-
cent of OCC’s student body: among
whites, 58 percent. Only among Asi-
ans was there a 50-50 male-female
breakdown.

“THE *TYPICAL' OCC student en-

rolled during (he 1986-87 academic
year," sald Olivarez, “was a single,
white, 2B-years-old female who list-
ed non-degree for curriculum,

“A returning student is a resldent
of the college disirict and was a
{reshman during the 1986-87 aca-
demic year.

“This student was born in Detroit
and graduated from Kimball Hlgh
School {Royal Oak) in 1985. She
carned 21 credits with a 2.54 grade
point average.”

Acteatly, Kimball produced only
2.2 percent of the OCC student body
last year, followed by Pontlac Cen-
tral at 2 percent. No other school
produced as much as 2 percent.

‘THE NU MBER of degrees grant-
ed is continuing to rise (see chart}
and last year topped the 2,000 mark.

“We offer more certificates and
degrees than Princeton,” said Ni-
cholson, “We should. We're bigger
than Princeton.”

One trend is an increased number
of aseociates {iwo-year) degrees and
fewer certificates {for one-year pro-
grams).

In additlon, Nicholson told the
board, 30 of 49 new jobs at OCC werc
filled with women workers, and 27
percent have been minarities.

“It would appear our record in af-
firmative action would look as If we
are achieving our goals,"” he said.
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DNR budget
cuts threaten
toxic cleanup

By Wayno Poal
staf( writer

Future cleanup on toxle waste
sites from Rochester Hills to Canton
Township is threatened by proposed
state budget cuts, an environmental
advocacy group sald.

State aliocations for toxic waste
cleanup programs could be cut by
$11.1 mitlion for 1989, said a spokes-
man for the Public Interest Re-
search Group In Michigan (PIRGINM).

Cuts would be made {rom the Act
307 Fund, which directs state spend-
ing for waste slte cleanup, the
spokesman sajid.

*WE THINK this indlcates clearly
the need for other flnanclng sources,
Ineluding a public bond issue,” said
PIRGIM spokesman Andy Buchs-
baum, “With new sites belng discov-
ered all the time, this is no time to
reduce money for cleanup projects.”

The $11.1 miltlon cut would jeop-
ardize work on half the state-fi-
nanced cleanup projects in the tri-
county area, Buchsbaum said.

Work wouldn't begin, or wouldn't
be completed, on 28 Oakland County
sites, including top priority state
cleanup sltes in Rochester Hills and
Farmington Hllls, according to a

DNR list for Oakland

Here's o list of Oskiand County
toxic waste sltes threatened by state
budget cuts, according to PIRGIM.
Not all sites are currently being
cleaned. Names refer to state De
partment of Natural Resources® list-
Ings. not necessarily to the parties
responsible for (heir pollution.

DNR Group One:

® Rochester Hills — Cardlnal
Land Corp. & Veterans Landfill —
ranks 113th on the state's 435 slte
top priority cleanup list for this

year,

® Rochester  Hills —  Sandfill
Land!{ill No. 2, 201st on list.

# Rochester Hills — Christianson

Utility has 180 speakers

Informatlon on assistance pro-
grams for utility special

Defer billing untif after the holidays with Holiday Money.

PIRGIM rcpeort.

‘The report also Indicated cleanup
work wouldn't occur on 25 Wayne
County sites, including the Rouge
River and a top priority tandflil site

+In Canton Township.

A SPOKESWOMAN for the state

Department of Management and
Budget acknowledged discussion of
the cut but said no declsion had been.
made.
The DNR spokesweman, however,
sajd more than $10 million remains
from last year's allocation. That
money could be budgeted toward
1989 cleanup projeets, she added.

PIRGIM is less concerned about a
potential cut Involving the states
share of federal Superfund cleanup
projects. Unused money from previ-
ous allocations could offset the pro-
posed $5.3 million cut, Buchsbaum
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——

sald.

“From Lhe state's point, I suppose

1t makes good flscal sense, but we'c

still like to sce the projects contin:

ue,” he sald. Sites in Oakland Coun-

ty's Rose and Springfield township:

are on he list for federal Superfunt

No sites in

served by the Observer & Eccentric

ﬂcwspnpers are on the Superfunc
st.

& Adams Road dumps, 204th on list.
o Farmington Hills — 11 Mile

?Bnd Orchard Lake Road, 309th on
1.

DNR Group Two sltes:

® Rochester Hills — Kisingston
Development.

® Troy — Davls Manufacturing.

# Rochester Hills — Stan’s
Trucking. N

# Rochester Hills — Avon Town-
shipJand L.

® Rochester Hills —  Sandfill
Landfill No, 1,

All sltes are conlalned among the
DNR's 1,035 secondary priority sites
for fiscal 1988,

| L

B. Sole $4919

zens' organizations, professional as-
and civie

plans for senjor cilizens and a histo-
ry of energy use in Michigan are
amang the programs available at no
charge to audiences through Con-
sumers Power Co. Speakers’ Bureau,

Michact R. Bridges, community
services administrator of the compa-
ny's metro region, sald senlor citi-

groups will find the talks useful. To
request a speaker, contact Bridges
549-5000, Ext. 216.

‘The utility has 180 members in its
speakers’ bureau. A talk can be ar-
ranged for any time on any day of

e week.
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