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"'“Atllul Mary King (left) and Edna Weinberg are on camera, talking about the exhibltion, Tho TV prcgrsam will be cablecast

"‘raomeumo this winter.
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-gencral art interest including one on

*“-art apprectation and another on do-
cents.

A year and a half ago the group
formed Thalia Productions and has
already produced 15 tapes of the
show “Artatk.” Filming on location
Is done at muscums such as Cran-
brook, the University of Windsor,
and Muskegon, as well as at the De-

..troit Institute of Art. Some shows
are taped at galleries. Whenever

possible, artists are Interviewed 1o
give the show a balance between
tooking at art and meeting the cn-
gaging and sometimes of(beat per-
sonalitics who create it.

Topics span the range of art “from
anvient to modern and everything in
between,” says Allen. Thalla has
done shows focusing on “Women Art.
ists through the Ages” as well as on
“Artists of the Constitution.” *
haven't even tapped the depth yei
says Allen with enthusiasm. “It's
endless,”

Next to the indispensable camera
and lights, the telephone is probably
Thalla's most important plece of
equipment. Once an idea has taken
root as a tikely theme for a show,
members of Thalia get on the phone
to cheek its feaslbility, to arrange
dates and times for filming and to
contact artists to schedule inter-
views,

They put all the minlscule behlng.
the-scenes detalls for the show Into
place. Then they shoot on location,
edit the footage back at the studlo

Comic ballerinas return to Music Hall

Les Ballets Trockadero de Monte
Carlo returns to the Music Hall Cen-
c7 ter in Detroit for four performances
% The satiric troupe of mate dancers
i1l appear at B p.m. Thursday, Dec.
81, on New Year's Eve, and Friday-
§undny. Jan. 1-3. Tickets at $22-$18
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are available at the Music Hall Box
Office and all Ticketmaster, AAA
and Hudson’s outlets or by phone at
423-6666 using a charge card,

The Music Hall box office is open
from noon ta 5 p.m. Mondays-Satur-
days and 10 am. to 9 p.m. on per-

formance days. Group rates may be
arranged by calling the box office at
963.7622..

The engagement will debut two
world premliere pleces — “Four Sea-
sons” and “Gambold.” Also on the
program wlil b the “Dying Swan"

=‘Artalk’ goes on shoot to museum

and research, write and fllm begin-
ning and ending segments that tie
the show together,

When “Artalk” airs on cable net-
works, 87,000 cable subseribers can
hear Allen and Weinberg's bright
commentary on art. Thanks to cor-
porate grants, senlors don't have to
brave traffic snarls and lcy side-
walks to go lo museums, VCR tapes
of “Artaik™ bring the works of art to
the comfort of senior center around
thestate.

and “Yes, Virginia, Another Piano
Ballet,”

The troupe presents spoofs of both
classle and modern ballet. Featured
performers Include Sveltana Loflo-
va, Karina Grudj, Adam Baum and
Tatlna Youbetyabootskaya,

review

Holiday

revue

a spirited one

Final performunces of “The
Christmas Musical Treat” will be
at 7:30 and 9:30 pan. Saturduy at
the Novi Hiltm, Tickets are
priced for show vnly, or for shou
and dinner. A Bed und Broudway
package is also arvailable. For
mere information, call the Novi
Hilton at 349-4000.

By Rob McCabo
specla) writor

The Christmas spirit comes 1o life
in “The Christmas Musical Trea!
holiday songfest presented by T.
(Theatre Arts Productions) at the
Novi Hilton.

Directed by T.A.P.’s founder, Mi-
chael J. Kller, this production is the
last show of the 1987 season. The
faur performers are enthusiastic and
full of encrgy desplte the fact that
they have two shows an evening and
cach show runs approximately onc
and onc-half hours.

Vocalists Nancy Koltln, Nick
Beas ' and Mary K. Nigohosian
are amate performers In their
own .t and give their ali during
cach show. From the openlng num-
ber, “We Need A Little Christmas®
from the muslcal “Mame.” their en-
ergy level is conslstent and never
wavers,

Nancy Koltin's contralte volce

ssesses a belt that would make

Ethel Merman run and take cover
for fear that her place would be tak-
en by Koltin In the world of Ameri-
can musical theater. Koltin sings
*How Lucky Can You Gel," original-
1y wrltten for La Streisand for the
show “Funny Lady." Koltin's sultry
voice ralses the blood pressure of
male audience members, leaving
them to shift to-and-fro in their
seats.

MARY NEGOIIOSIAN'S solt
suprano voice rings clear as a bell
and is sure to please anyone who
loves the sound of lyrlcal beauty.
When singing the John Lennon song
“Imagine," she appears to grow in-
trospective, showing her ability as
an actress as well as an experlenced
chanteuse.

Nick Beasanski's baritone-tenor
voice Is rich in tone and full of gusto
as he sings old holiday favorites like
“Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer'
and “Deck the Halls,” but when sing-
ing ballads Jike Nat King Cole's “The
Christmas Song” or “I Want to Be
Alone with You and Lerna,” Beasan-
ski evokes memoaries of love and
Christmases long past.

Pianist “Rebecca” is, as usval, ex-
cellent in her interpretattion of the
music she plays accompanylng her
fellow performers. She is an accom-
plished artist in ber own right, and
without her, the show would not be
what it Is: a joyous Invocation (o the
holiday splrit.

Besides singlng and performing on
the 12-by-30-foot stage, the perform-
ers venture forth into the audience,
engaging the crowd In song competl-
tions, and a Name-That-Tune game,
where the actors sing the unknown
Intros to well-known sangs.

‘The food, as a precursor to the
evening's cntertalnment, Is excel-
lent. As a diner, one has the cholee of
prime rib or swordfish, along with a
salad and dessert. The scrvice is fast
and the dining area, the Orchard
Cafe, is adjacent to the auditoriom.

Weekend Sales Manager Bill
Fencch Is preparing for a new seca-
son to begln carly next year, and If
next season prnmlscs to be anything
like this year's, no one should be dis-
appeinted.
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Heidi Hepler (Former Miss Michigan)
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